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PROJECT NARRATIVE

Please attach material which responds to the following six items in the order that they are presented.

1 wrief panageaph, descrite the projecth and (s purpose, how ond when i will be accomplished, and why it is

‘nportzal

The Town of Grand Island intends to expand on the Scenic Woods Trail project that was funded by the Buffale & Erie
County Greenway Standing Committes in 2007 by installing a trail head and a much-needed kavak launch off East
River Rd, The Town has completed phase 3 (see design drawing of total project in appendix) of the Scenic Woods
project and is in the process of planning for phase 2, which is a more complex section of the trail due to several
wetlands through the site. The proposed trailhead would mark the entrance to the phase 3 section of the Scenic
Woods trail and the parking lot for the proposed kayak launch site across the street. This kayak launch will be the
only town owned property with full water access and mare importantly the only stopping point for paddlers on the
entire east channel of the Niagara River, A faunch at the Scenic Woods location 15 essential not only for convenience
but for safety, because there are no launches to stop at from the East River launch at Beaver Island State Park all the
way to Woods Creek at Buckhorn State Park, this stratch is over 11 miles. Adding a new launch at the Scenic Park
location would pare down the distance between paddlecraft launching sites from over eleven miles to just 5.76
miles from Woods Creek to Scenic Wioods and 6.36 miles from there to the East River Marsh, Establishing a public
paddiecraft launch essentially established a string of mini harbors of refuge for paddie powered craft engaged in the
circumnavigation of Grand sland.

some of the key benefits associated with establishment of a paddiecraft launching site at this lacation inclusde:

- improved safety, conventence and access for paddiers who would like to use the East Channel {Tonawanda

Channel) of the Niagara River but now avoid it because of the more than 11-mile distance between existing lacnch
sites.

- the proposed faunch site is located near the wetland restoration area that is-a part of the New York State
Bepartment of Envirenmental Conservation Spicer Creek Wildlife Management Area. The setting is much like that
encountered at the East River Marsh so there is ample opportunity for waterfowl and wildlife observation as well as
passive recreation and environmental education,

- vegetative screening using natural plant cover along the property perimeter is proposed which would estabiish a
wildlife corridor between the river and the 5cenic Woods greenspace. it would also provide a visual buffer between
the new launch site and any adjacent privately owned property where such buffers do not-already exist. Ecological
values could be increased by using native plant species rather than ornamentals wherever possible.

« the project would add ecological and recreational values within the Niagara River Greenway and the Town of
Grand istand along asection of river corridor where river access currently does not exist.

- the project advances the goals of the recently adopted Town of Grand Istand Master Plan and the Local Waterfront
Revitalization Program.

Heferring to the Niogara River Greemvay Plan, clearly docement and describe how the proposed project will govance

Pl s

Jiogard River Greenvway vision including the goals, principles, and criferla that define that vision



Excellence: The Town of Grand Island is an essential component of the Niagara River Greenway with a variety of
terrestrial and aquatic ecosystems. Collectively, the island ecosystems together with those of the rest of the
Niagara River corridor have earned worldwide recognition as a Ramsar site and as an Auduben Globally
Significant Important Bird Area. The marshes along the Niagara River adjacent to the proposed launch site are
examples of these designations and therefore visiting them, observing wildlife and learning about the river
ecosystem is a logical outcome of providing paddlecraft access to the Niagara River at this location.
Sustainability: The project will promote long-term interest in the ecology of the Niagara River and its wetlands
due to its proximity to those resources, Management of the launch site will involve minimal disturbance
generally limited to monitoring and removing invasive species, deadfall of flotsam and jetsam. Adopting this
approach will ensure that organisms at al! trophic levels have an opportunity to flourish. Regarding the launch
system structure, it will be removed at the end of each recreation season, stored and put back at the start of the
following season minimizing impact on critical fall and spring migrations.

Accessibility: The project, when completed, will provide a commanding view of the near-shore and offshore
waters of the Niagara River while creating a safe, accessible, and inclusive point of public access to the
waterfront. Designed using principles of universal design and ADA accessibility, the paddlecraft iaunch will
improve opportunities for seniors and individuals with disabilities, including those with mobility limitations, to
participate in outdoor water-based recreation. The accessible design will also provide youth and families with a
safe and welcoming location to experience paddling, connect with the Niagara River. Paddlers entering the river
from this launch site will have immediate access to the recently restored wetland adjacent to the New York
State Department of Environmental Conservation Spicer Creek Wildlife Management Area, or the opportunity to
enter the open Niagara River and paddle to the next official paddiecraft launch site.

Ecological Integrity: Working with native plant experts {https://www silo.city/holistic-urban-regeneration} to
design and install appropriate native plantings in the project area. Every effort will be made to establish and
maintain the characteristic natural plant cover through minimal seil intrusion. Revegetation where neaded will
be accomplished using native trees and shrubs. No manicured gardens or ornamental plantings will be
incorporated into the natural site landscape. Native vegetation will be orfented to establish a wildlife corridor
permitting connection between the near-shore environment and the forested ecosystem of Scenic Woeds Park.
Public Well-Being: Access to the adjacent reconstructed wetlands owned by the State of New York is open to
any paddle powered vessel, Motorized small craft while in the river cannot reach the new launch site because
water depth is limited to just a few inches. This separation and the ability to access calm shallow waters
provides a relaxing setting that enhances the quality of life and personal well-being.

Connectivity: The proposed paddlecraft launch site through access to the Niagara River will facilitate
connections to other segments of the Grand Isfand Blueway Trail as well as cross river connections to the Erie
Canal.

Restoration: In an indirect way the project provides access to the Niagara River and a large expanse of restored
wetland nearby. The wetland itself is a sort of demonstration project which, if observed regularly by paddlers,
will show the progress of restoration and the importance of applying restorative techniques to other stressed
ecosystems.

Celebration: The project will celebrate Grand Island’s longstanding history and cultural connection to the
Niagara River by creating a public waterfront destination where residents and visitors can experience the
Island’s natural and recreational heritage. The accessible launch and traithead will provide oppartunities for
community paddling events, youth and family activities, guided nature outings, environmental education, and
volunteer stewardship, bringing residents of different ages and abilities together. Interpretive signage and other
educational elements will provide passive environmentat education, allowing the natural landscape to serve as a
living classroom while helping visitors understand Grand Island’s waterfront history and natural rescurces.
Partnerships: The project strengthens partnerships among the Town of Grand Island, trait and recreation
organizations, waterfront stakeholders, and State and regional agencies. The trailhead and paddlecraft launch




i

will connect the Island’s trail network with the Niagara River and Grand Island Blueway Trail. The Town will
coordinate with NYS DEC, NYS DOS, NYS OPRHP, USACE, Erie County, and ather stakeholders on planning,
permitting, design, construction, and long-term management. The Town of Grand Island Trail along with
recreation organizations such as the Grand lsland Nature Alliance; Sierra Club and Adirandack Mountain Club
will support promotion, stewardship, and programming, strengthening the integration of Grand istand’s trail and
waterfront resources throughout the Greenway.,

*  Community Based: The proposed paddlecraft faunch reflects the community’s planning priorities for expanding
waterfront recreation, improving public access, and protecting Grand Island's natural resources. Support for the
project is identified in the Town of Grand Island Master Plan and the recently adopted Local Waterfront
Revitalization Program [LWRP). The Parks, Recreation and Senior Services Master Plan also supports enhanced
recreational opportunities and waterfront access. Inaddition, conclusions from a recent marketing study New
York Forward outreach survey identify the potential for and public support of ecotourism and related business

activity, providing further justification to expand recreational access to Grand Island's natural and waterfront
resources.

Crefine the budget for bhe totol proposed project and include costy for the fallowing

Planning & 45,000
Construction S 57,500
Acquisition $ 125,000
Administration 5 17,500
Operation and Maintenance [ Year % 5,000
TOTAL PROJECT COST % 250,000

identify oll sources of funding and the amount of funding expected from sach sowrce. Identify ond quontify funds thoat
are aiready on hand or have been ollecated for the progesed projecr. Explamn how the progecl will be aperated and

mmatmined

There are currently only two potential sources of funding for this project, Greenway Grant and Town of Grand
Island. The Town of Grand Island estimates that approximately half of the project cost is to be In kind services by the
town. These services would include, but not be limited to: Engineering, Design, Praject Management, Construction,
Labor Costs, Administration, Operation and Maintenance, Crosswalk and Parking Lot Striping, Pipe and Structures,
The other half of the project cost would go towards most of the acquisition costs of the Paddlecraft Lauch Platfarm,
Mative Plantings, Erosion and Sedimentation Control Products, Equipment Rental, Construction Materials Including:
Stone, Clay Fill Material, Asphalt, etc. These monies would also be purposed towards Crosswalk Signage and
Environmental Interpretive Signage.

The operation and maintenance will be performed by the Town of Grand Island Parks Department. These Q&M
duties will likely include snow plowing, lawn care maintenance, native plantings maintenance, seasonal removal and
disposal of shorefine debris and seasonal rernoval and installation of the paddlecraft launch platform.

Describe the medsures token at the lacal level to goin community and goverament supgart for this peorect [hearings
pefitions, mehiic suveys, resolutions of sempart o aiher et h o { thits project hos been oited af described in g



locol plonning document or some equivalent thereal, Gitach copdes of thot documentotion highlighting the sectiois
rhat dre redevant fo the proposed pfolfect. Describe the role of municipal apencles, sfokeholder groups, consullants,
silumbeers or ofhers wha will e invelved in the groposed project

The propesed launch has strong documented community and municipal support. The Town's 2025 Parks, Recreation
£ Senior Services Master Plan Survey identified water-based amenities.as the cormmunity’s greatest unmet cutdoos
recreation need. Residents specifically requested additional kayak and boat launches, improved waterfront access,
river viewing areas, and stronger connections between parks, trails, and the river. The Master Plan subsequently
identified “Open the Waterfront™ as a fong-term priority. Waterfront connectivity also ranked amaong the top three
prigrities in the Town's 2026 NY Forward public sureey,

The project is specifically identified in the Town's adopted Local Waterfront Revitalization Program (LWRP] as
Project G-7: Eastern Paddlecraft Launch, The LWRP calls for additional paddlecraft access along East River Road and
[dentifies these locations as destinations along Grand Island’s Blueway Trail, The project alsoe advances LWRP Palicies
19, 20, and 21, addressing public waterfront access and water-dependent and water-enhanced recreation.

The Town has conducted direct autreach to property owners adfacent to the proposed launch site, providing
informatian about the project and inviting comments and feedback. This outreach was intended to encourage
comminity support, identify concerns early, and help ensure that the project is designed to serve the broader
community while being respectful of neighboring properties. A petition and letters of support documenting
community support are included with the application.

The Town of Grand Island will sérvi: a8 project sponsor, overseeing project development, permitting, grant
administration, construction, and long-term operation and maintenance, The Town will coordinate with applicable
State and Federal agencies and with environmental and recreational stakeholders regarding permitting, natural
resgource pratection, public access, and environmental education.

Together, the documented public demand, adopted LWRP designation, direct community outreach, and Town
commitment demonstrate that the project is both community-supported and locaily planned, with the Town
prepared to oversee its implementation and long-term stewardship.

Describe and document the environmental selting and existing conditions of the proposed praject site. If you ore not
the ewner of the property include a fetter{s) or resolutionfst evidencing supoort for the profect By the owner, Provide
photogrophs, conceptual plans and drawings that show the site os it presently exists and how the site will change
wirh the pddition of the proposed project. Descritve how your project will comply with the Stote Envirammentol
Cluahity Review Act (SEQRA). The existence of wetlands, significant uplond and oquotic hobitots, and plant or animal
speckes that are dlossified oy rare, threatened, or endongered should be neted, Eeplain how such ngtural resgurces
will be protected and/or enhanced, Cite any relevont project-relofed studies

There will be some project related environmental impact associated. The actual shoreline |see attached photos)
contains a well-developed riparian plant corridor consisting of shrubs and trees. When installing the ramp only the
minimal amount of vegetation should be deared to minimize damage to the riparian woodland corridor. This will
likely become a condition in any permit that is issued by the NYSDEC and the Corps. Permit work is on-going and
fully expected to be complete pricr to the start of the project. Te compensate for the loss of vegetation, native
plants will probably have to be added along the landward perimeter of the existing riverfront

waoodland, Immediately offshore of the launch site there i a submerged aguatic plant bed. The ramp should be
placed so as not to disturb this plant bed. During the growing season vegetation will likely prosper around the ramp

&



which could offset any minor losses that might oocur,

Flense attach the proposed geajeel meline, ideatify any relevant mddstores, gnd prdvioe an sstimated date for
proEctoampletiondopenimg - If fumded, it 5 expected thot the grarect spamser o paimt of contact wil nolify the
Commisson of the project opening date as it neors compledign, (Note: Ths addition (o the gppication was made
tepfember 2028, )

The Town anticipates that the project can be completed within approxirmately six months from the time of award,
subject ta weather conditions, material availability, and potential supply-chain delays,

Koy milestones include;
s Final approval frem NYSDEC and USACE

*  Project Award: Contract execution and autharization to proceed

s Procurement/Manufacturing: Order materials and coordinate fabrication of the custom paddlecraft launch
s Site Preparation: Complete necessary site work and prepare the launch/traithead area

s [nstallation: Install the paddlecraft launch, walkway, and associated improvements

¢  Final Inspection/Project Completion: Complete inspections, punch-list itemns, and prepare the facility for

public ppening

Based on this schedule, the Town anticipates project completion and opening approximately six manths following
the award, with the final opening date dependent an weather, material availability, and supply-chain conditions. The
Toewn will notify the Commission of the anticipated opening date as the praject nears completion,



Paddlecraft Lounch 5ite, Overheod View




Poddlecraft Launch Site, River View to the Northwest

Poddiecraft Launch Site, River View to the Southwest
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Poddlecraft Lounch Site, Street View to Southeost
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Padd]'ecmfl:-!.ﬂr.rnrh Site, Potomogeton Diversifolius
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Recent photo of the sociol peth on town property that feads to the waterfront. This well-established path etched inta
the londscope by yvears of foot traffic is indicative of the public's desire ta gain oocess Lo the Niggara River,
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Exampie illustration of the proposed poddiecraft lounch,

NMate: This imoge is provided for llustrative purposes only to show the general walkway and launch arm
configuration. The actual lounch will be custom-designed and fabricated by the manufactursr to meet the Town's
specifications.

Adult Osprey Hunting from deod snog, Spicer Creek Wildlife Monggement Area
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Mature Bald Eagle, Spicer Creek Wildiife Management Area

Paddiers enjoying o day on the water — one of many programs offered throwgh the Recreation Deportment
and Golden Age Center
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Paddiers enfoying a day on the water — one-of many progroms offered through the Recreation Department and
Golden Age Center
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M_.Em_n__m_a..m_m:_ ks igliiese

AL BATIET Robert H. Westfall, P.E.
Jose Garcia

Town of Grand Island Engineering Department

1255 Baseline Ad., Grand Bsland, H.Y. 14072
[T16) TT3-9800 ext. 635

PRELIMINARY




AYYNIWI 3 e

T T Y e S R <
-y T
~ e R P
T Ty R T B D T
&H.I.um_ ne-py R R Nl T e Fr g B N e R W
R e e ] S W e L R
-I__I_..m @“h-. e T e ) SRR, B TR T RS PO ek P &

[ e v ame

- EREEES RS, STy

T T R L DR (P Y BT

Dol TR : b e Pt s S i e
g ey
- v - e - P m.

L e S ey RN M . SRR S R W R O TR T S T
" o tl. i.IL.“H Hui...’l..—-l..‘..t.‘!“...‘"l!..i.r..lr o
7 7 e (R ooy et

"l i = Jﬂ% e B T P O T R ki

Pl oty - i o Sty ...I:..m. e e e S o T o e b e =

- - = TS - %%ﬁ l]]lﬂdiﬁlilﬂﬁﬂiﬂ.ﬂ‘d
ek ——— P S 0 B s WS e St S e i e e e L,

=
l. 2, B TR e e e s i b s e . i
—r——r . o LA . I T S B TS S S

T A PR N N TE N O RS

-
.
. “”F%hh&ﬁ = — __l:.__llI.._I.ml. o e lﬂﬂiﬁlﬂhﬂ_

_— e
ji.li‘!ji!.li!i.—




A T L

P R R S LD P . 5 Bl X B

SEEH

ElEILIG

e CUE R U SR ]

HEHEEUU

PRELIMINARY




AYVNIWIIdd




i SrprEEE—— ey i i S e e e S e T e e il Pl el S v
e T e e e e ¢ e e e e e S e by

AHVYNIWI134d




= S =
SEa = = AYYNIWITAd

el L f
W NN ey e e

e l_s
= o o EESE
s g e PETERY]

s I = L

P e L T T e L LT T T e e ——

L]




MTHILD FRRPISED S5 Foth vim

PRELIMINARY




— AUVYNIWI134d 7

T P T T
g 2 e
TS BET
- =T -
I
eyem u:..ﬂthw. —
T = L..

el L]

_mu__..__n_Wﬁ_ ._.:b_.._..__l._"_:a. Hm-_!..n.__._u (| FE_:._._U...E_.

- s
= N .. L —
= tl ®

=




PROFILE

- 3

fewoie B Proposad Groding _uﬁ_u_ﬂ...mm

St

oy ‘-. 11 ]
]
—~—n ,/.
< e 10 =
w =it =2 m
= b =l
sl ....n_l e i
Tlaiw

4 PRELIMINARY —




AUYNIWII3Yd

Eeclylr = W -

= \‘ m_
wa % Jdﬂhﬁ””n
.-_u._....r.._l-._.. -

i

o]
i b e <l




_..u_.u..J_._u._“.. Aligrrmisnd u.m_n_“.ur_m_

piim

f ii—iit*-l
.___.I.._.._.JI....._-.....i..- T e W W O W W W W,

u._.......n.ﬂ PULLOFF AREA - SECTION WIEW

N

| EETSRRSL

"E.-HI

s R -

L

._E.I

e
—
|

Eoalaird S

i LA

e

ey e o o e B e o e e e o e g e o e o B B g (e S e r S e




—I,_...m_quEﬂ mmn_;

WOYEDA SOVHIHONTY AEY KRl AR
G- SALEE ROEIWTHODS WO FiT LTt 1IN

__EEN Sl 0N MCRLYARO N JH0R

BOd (=1 SLEIHE) Dhewal | 3RO - EEESNTEL
Y 033330 8k A S =Q0OnooY CL dA43k T

Bl fE CTTRER

33 04 BaEDasTs Ol O MO SO VML
A8 -DEE0ASNS AT S5 HONT LivETd _MM.J-.._ ’

R WA e TRETnG

Lo U - B R - L

oy g

[l
™

e e g i T Ty T T )

e e —




0oa e Ll

-LTMM.!IL

AYYNIWI3dd

T.Il-h Ly
W THLR DA ARRC - S Thd s kv R

FLLLTE, e
Byses 1Bld 4l —




ont Bevitatization Prog

wn Board, May 20, 2

PUBLIC ACCESS POLICIES
POLICY 19

Protect, maintain, and increase the level and types of access to public water relatad
recreation resources and facilities,

Explanation of Policy This policy calls for achieving balance among tha following factors:
the level of access to a resource or facility, the capacity of a resource or facility, and the
protection of natural resources. Tha imbalance among these factors is the most significant
in the State's urban areas. Bacause this is often due to access-related problems, prionty
will ba givan to improving physical access to existing and potential coastal recreation sites
within the heavily populated urban coastal areas of the State and to increasing the ability of
urban residents to gat to coastal racreation areas by improved public transportation. The
particular water related recreation resources and facilities which will receive priority for
improved access are public beaches, boating facilities, fishing areas and waterfront parks.
In addition, because of the greater competition for waterfront locations within urban areas,
the Coastal Management Program will encourage mixed use areas and multiple use of
facilities to improve access. Spacific sites Section 4 23 Town of Grand Island LWRP
requiring access improvements and the relative priority the program will accord to each will
be identified in the Public Access Planning Proceass.

Within the Grand Island WRA, access to water related recreation resources and facilities
which will receive priority tor improved sccess are recreational trails, public parks,
dedicated wildlife areas, public beaches, boating facilities, fishing areas and waterfront
parks. In conjunction with the Town of Grand Istand Comprehensive Plan and other local
planning efforts, the Grand Island LWRP will encourage mixed use areas and multiple use
of tacilitias to improve access in and around key areas of the Grand |sland WRA, focused
primarily on Whitehavean and Ferry Village.

The following guidelines will be used in determining the consistency of a proposed action
with this policy:

1) Theexisting access from adjacent or proximate public lands or facilities to public water
related recreation resources and facilities shall not be reduced, nor shall the possibility
of increasing access in the future from adjacent or proximate public lands or facilities to
public water related recreation resources and facilitias be eliminated, unless in the
tatter case, estimates of future use of thesea resources and facilities are too low to
justify maintaining or providing increased public access, or unlass such actions are
found to be necassary by the public body having jurisdiction over such access as the



Town of Grand [2land Local Water

- Town of Grand

result of a reasonable justification of the need to meet system-wide objectives. The

fallowing is an explanation of the terms used in the above guidelines:

a) Access - the ability and right of the public to reach and use public coastal lands and
waters.

b) Public water related recreation resources of facilities - all public lands or facilities
that are suitable for passive or active recreation that requires eithoar water or a
waterfront location or is enhanced by a watarfront location,

c) Public lands or facilities - lands or facilities held by State or local government in fea
simpla or less-than-tea simple ownarship and to which the public has access or
could have access, including underwater lands and the foreshore.

d} Areduction in the existing level of public access - includes, but is not imited ta, the
following:

1. The number of parking spaces at a public water-related recraation resourcé or
facility is significantly reduced. Section 4 24 Town of Grand Island LWRP

2. The service level of public transportation to & public water-related recreation
resource or facility is significantly reduced dunng peak season use and such
reduction cannot be reasonably justified in terms of meeating system-wide
objectives,

3. Pedestrian access is diminished or eliminated because of hazardous crossings
required at new or attered transportation facilities, electric power transmission
lines, ar similar linear facilities.

4. There are substantial increases in the following: already existing special fares
{not to include regular fares in any instance) of public transportation to a public
water-related recreation resource or facility; andfor admission fees to such a
resource or facility except where the public body having jurisdiction over such
fares determines that such substantial fare increases are necassary and an
analysis shows that such increases will significantly reduce usage by individuals
or families and Incomes below the State government established poverty level.

&) Anelimination of the possibility of increasing public access in the future includes,
but is not limited to, the following:

1. Construction of public facilities which physically prevent the provision, except at
great expense, of convenient public access to public water-related recreation
resources and facilities

2. Sale, lease, or other transfer of public lands that could provide public accass to
a public water-related recreation resource or facility



3. Construction of private facilities which physically prevent the provision of
convenient public-access to public watar-related recreation resources or
facilities from public lands and facilities

2) Any proposed project to increase public access to public water-ralated recreation
resources and facilities shall be analyzed according to the following factors:

a) Thelevel of access to be provided should be inaccord with estimated public use. If
not, the proposed level of access to be provided shall be deemed inconsistent with
the policy.

b} The level of access to be provided shall not cause a degree of use which would
excead the physical capability of the resource or facility. If this were determined to
be the case, the proposed level of access to be provided shall be deemead
inconsistent with the policy. Section 4 25 Town of Grand Istand LWRP

t) Accessshall connect, to the greatest extent feasible, to existing trails, recreational
areas, or waterfront facilities through physical or informational {i.e., kiosks, signage,
ete.) means,

3) The State will not undertake or fund any project which increases access to a water
related resource or facility that is not open to all members of the public.

4) Intheir plans and programs for increasing public access to public water-related
resources and facilities, State agencies shall give priority in the following order to
prajects located: within the boundaries of the Federal-Aid Metropolitan Urban Area and
served by public transportation, within the boundaries of the Federal-Aid Metropolitan
urban area but not served by public transportation; outside the defined Urban Area
boundary and served by public transportation; and cutside the defined Urban Area
boundary but not served by public transportation.

POLICY 20

Access to the publicly-owned foreshore and to lands immaeadiately adjacent to tha
foreshore or the water's edge that are publicly-owned shall be provided and it shall be
provided in a manner compatibla with adjoining uses,

Explanation of Policy

In coastal areas where there are little or no recreation facilities providing specific water-
related recraational activities, access o the publicly-ownead lands of the coast at large
should be provided for numensus activities and pursuits which reguire only minimal
facilities for their enjoyment. Such access would provide for walking along a beach or a city
waterfront or to a vantage point from which to view the seashore. Similar activities requiring
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access would include bicycting, bird watching, photography, nature study, beachcombing,
fishing, and hunting.

For those activities, there are several methods of providing access which will receive
priority attention of the Coastal Management Program. These include; the development of
a coastal trails system; the provision of access across transportation facilities to tha coast;
the improvemeant of access to waterlronts in urban areas; and the promotion of mixed and
multi use development,

Whila such publicly-owned lands referenced in the policy shall ba retainad in public
ownership, traditional sales of easements on lands underwater to adjacent onshore
property owners are consistent with this policy, provided such easements do not
substantially interfere with continued public use of the public lands onwhich the
easement is granted. Also, public use of such publicly-owned underwater lands and lands
immediately adjacent to the shore shall be Section 4 26 Town of Grand Island LWRP
discouraged where such use would be inappropriate for reasons of public satety, military
security, or the protection of fragile caastal resources.

The regulation ol projects and structures, proposed to be constructed inor over lands
undeanvatar, is nacessary to responsibly manage such lands, to protect vital assets held in
the name of the people of the State, to guarantee common law and sovereign rights, and to
ensura that waterfront owners' reasonable exercise of npanan rights and access to
navigable waters shall be consistent with the public interest in reasonable use and
responsible management of waterways and such public lands for the purposes of
navigation, commerce, fishing, bathing, recreation, anvironmental and aasthatic
protection, and access to the navigable waters and lands underwater of the State.

The following guidelings will ba used in determining tha consistency of a proposed action
with this policy:

1) Existing access from adjacent or proximate public lands or facilities to existing public
coastal lands and/or waters shall not be reduced, nor shall the possibility of increasing
accass in the future from adjacant or nearby public lands or facilities to public coastal
lands and/or watars be eliminated, unless such actions are demonstrated to be of
ovarriding regional or Statewide public benefit or, in the latter case, éstimates of future use
of these lands and waters are too low o justify maintaining or providing increased access.

The following is an explanation of the terms used in the above guidelines:

a) (See definitions under first policy of "access”, and "public lands or facilities”).



b} Areduction in the existing or anticipated level of public access - includes, butis not
limited, to the following:
(1) Pedestrian access is diminished or eliminated because of hazardous
crossings required at new or altered fransportation facilitiasg, electric power
transmission lines, or similar linear facilities.

{2) Pedestrian access is diminished or blocked complately by public or private
development.

) An elimination of the possibility of increasing public access in the future - includes,
but is not limited 1o, the following:

(1) Construction of public facilities which physically prevent the provision,
except at great expense, of convenient public access to public coastal lands
and for waters Saction 4 27 Town of Grand Istand LWRP

{2) Sale, lease, or other conveyance of public lands that could provide public
access to public coastal lands and/or waters

{3} Construction of private facilities which physically prevent the provision of
comvenient public access to public coastal lands and/for waters from public
lands and facilities

2) The existing level of public access within public coastal lands or waters shall not be
reduced or eliminated.
a) Areduction or elimination in the existing lavel of public access - includes, but is not
limited to, the following:

{1} Access is reduced or eliminated because of hazardous crossings required at
new or altered transportation facilities, electric power transmission lines, or
similar linear facilities

{2} Access is reduced or blocked completety by any public developments

3) Public access from the nearest public roadway to the shoreline and along the coast
shall be provided by new land use or development, excepl where
(a) itis inconsistent with pubtic safety, military security, or the protection of
Identified fragile coastal resources;
(b) adequate access exists within one-half mite; or
(¢} agriculture would be adversely affected. Such access shall not be
raquired to be open to public use until 8 public agency or private
association agrees to accept responsibility for maintenance and liability
of the access way.
4) The State will not undertake or directly fund any project which increases access to a
water related resource or facility that iz not open to all membears of the public.
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5) Intheir plans and programs for increasing public access, State agencias shall give
priority in the following order to projects located: within the boundaries of the Federal-
Aid Metropolitan Urban Area and served by public transportation; within the Federal-Aid
Metropolitan Urban Area but not served by public transportation; outside the defined
Urban Area boundary and sarved by public transportation; and outside the defined
Lirban Area boundary but not served by public transportation.

6) Proposals for increased public access to coastal lands and waters shall be analyzed
according to the following factors:

a) The level of accass to be provided should be in accord with astimated public usea. If
not, the proposed level of access to be provided shall be deemed inconsistent with
the policy. Saction 4 28 Town of Grand Island LWRP

by Thea level of access to be provided shall not cause a degree of use which would
exceed the physical capability of the coastal lands or waters. If this wera
determined to be the case, the proposead level of access to be provided shall be
deemed inconsistent with the policy.

7} Inmaking any grant, lease, parmit, or other conveyance of land now or formerly
underwater, there shall be reservad such interests or attached such conditions to
presarve the public interest in the use of state-owned lands underwater and waterways
tor navigation, commaerce, fishing, bathing, recraation, environmental protection, and
access to the navigable waters of the state. In particular, the granting of publicly owned
underwater or formerly undarwater lands to private entities will be Umitad to
exceptional circumstances only.

RECREATION POLICIES
POLICY 21

Water dependent and water enhanced recreation will be encouraged and facilitated and
will be given pricrity over non-water-related uses along the coast.

Explanation of Policy

Water-related recreation and ecotourism includes such obviously watar depeandent
activities as boating, swimnming, and fishing as well as certain activities which are
enhanced by a coastal location and increase the general public’s access o the coast such
as pedestrian and bicycle trails, picnic areas, scenic overlooks and passive recreation
areas that take advantage of coastal scenery,

Provided the development of water-related recreation is consistent with the preservation
and enhancement of such important coastal resources as fish and wildlife habitats,
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aesthetically significant areas, historic and cultural resources, agriculture and significant
mineral and fossil deposits, and provided demand exists, water-related recreation
development is to be increased and such uses shall have a higher priority than any non-
coastal dependent uses, including non water-relatad recreation uses, In addition, water
dependent recreation usas shall have a highar priority over water-enhanced recraation use,
Datermining a priority among coastal dependent uses will require a case-by-case analysis.

Among priority areas for increasing water-retated recraation opportunities are those areas
where access to the recreation opportunities of the coast can be provided by new or
existing Section 4 29 Town of Grand Island LWRP public transportation services and those
areas where the use of the shore is severely restrictad by highways, railroads, industry, or
ather forms of existing intensive land use or development. The Department of State,
working with the Office of Parks, Recreation, and Historic Preservation and with local
governmeants, will idantify communities whose use of the shore has been so restricted and
those sites shareward of such developments which are suitabla for recreation and can ba
made accessible. Priority shall be given to recreational development of such lands.

The siting or design of new public development in a8 manner which would result in a barmier
1o the recreational use of a major portion of 8 community's shore should be avoided as
much as practicable,

Among the types of water dependent recreation, provision of adequate boating services to
meet future demand Is to be encouraged by this Program. The siting of boating facilities
must be consistent with presernvation and enhancement of other coastal resources and
with their capacity to accommodate demand. The provision of new public boating facilities
is @ssential in meeting this demand, but such public actions should avoid competition with
private boating development. Boating facilities will, as appropriate, include parking, park-
like surroundings, toilet facilities, and pumpout facilities. Harbors of Refuge are particularly
needed along Lake Erie and Lake Ontario, There is a need for a better positional pattemn of
boating facilities to correct problems of owverused, insufficient, or improperly sited

facilities.

Water-related off-road recreational vehicle use 13 an acceptable actvity; provided no
adverse environmental impacts cccur. Where adverse environmental impacks will ocour,
mitigating measures will be implemented, where practicable to minimize such adverse
impacts. If acceptable mitigation 15 not practicable, prohibition of the use by off-road
racreational vahicles will be posted and enforced.
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PROJECT #G-7: EASTERN PADDLECRAFT LAUNCH

Paddlecraft usage has substantially increased on Grand Island with the establishment of
the annual Paddles Up event organized by the Niagara River Greanway Commission, which
brings hundreds of paddiers to Grand Istand.

Mew paddlecraft public launch sites along East River Road, at Scenic Woods {at Ransom
Road), Bicentennial Park, or at the NYS DEC Spicer Creak Wildlife Management Area, may
become new destinations and stop areas along the Grand Island blueway trail. Anarea for
off-stréet parking also needs to be included in the design of the launch site. The sites could
integrate fishing and scenic overlook argas.

The estimated cost of the planning and design phase of this project is listed balow,
together with the potential funding sources and partnars.

Figure 4.14: Annual Paddle Up event
o . £ Figure 4.15: Example of paddlecraft launch
..1._. H VR, ST
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Estimated Project Cost: 564,000

Potential Funding Sources: Y5 D05, NYS DEC, NRG, NYS OFRHP

Potential Project Partners: NYS DO5, USACE, NY5S DEC, MYS OPRHP, Ene County
Fotential Approvals/Permits: NS DOS, USACE, NYS DEC, NYS DOT, Erie County

Estimated Timeframe: Up to 5 years (short-term)




Town of Grand istand Parks, Recreation and Sanior Services Master Plan

Public Input Survey Reszults

QUESTION 3. IN WHAT WAYS DID COVID-19 AND POST-PANDEMIC OUTCOMES CHANGE
HOW YOU AND YOUR FAMILY UTILIZE PARKS AND RECREATION OFFERINGS?

Increased Park & Trail Use Many reported using parks and trails more oftan during and after
the pandemic. Outdoor spaces became a substitute for limited indoor activities: walking,
hiking, biking. kayaking, and playground use increased. Some discovered new trails and
parks they hadn't used before, and these habits continued.

QUESTION 7. HOW OFTEN DO YOU OR MEMBERS OF YOUR HOUSEHOLD PARTICIPATE IM
THE FOLLOWING ACTIVITIES ON GRAND ISLAND'S TRAILS?

This survey gquestion also included an option to write-in what they use trails for, which
included kayaking, running, dog walking, birdwatching, disc golf, and winter XC-
skiingfsnowshoeing, However, many respondents said they use state park trailsflaunches.
There ware also requests canter on more public boat launches, rentals, continuous/ooped
paths (e.g., around Veterans Park}, safer on road biking, and accessible surfaces.

QUESTION 20. WHAT SHOULD BE THE TOWN OF GRAND ISLAND PARKS SYSTEM'S TOP
PRIORITY TO ADDRESS IN THE NEXT 10 TOD 20 YEARS?

Summany; Residents want a modem, connected, and inclusive parks system anchored by
a full service community center and family water amenities. They also want the basics
fixed, safe access and waterfront use expanded, and the Senior Center upgraded to
serve all ages vear-round.

Key Themes

Open the Waterfront: Create public boat launch{es) and more river access/viewing areas;
add kayak amenities.

Stewardship & Safety: Preserve green space/ftrees, maintain trails, manage ticks/poison
vy, enforce leash and parking rnutes.

QUESTION 32. DO YOU HAVE ANY OTHER PROJECT IDEAS, COMMENTS, OR CONCERNS
THAT SHOULD BE ADDRESSED IN THE GRAND ISLAND PARKS, RECREATION, AND SENIOR
SERVICES MASTER PLAN?

What People Want

Waterfront access: public boat/kayak launches (esp. East Hiver), places to sit by the water,
clearer maps to ROWs, explore partnerships with NYS Parks; accessible hiking; kayak
ramps
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Public Input Sureey |

Programming & eventa: interganarational activities, arts/theater/performance space or

amphitheater, guided walks/kayak trips, indoor playground, adult-only times, teen spaces,;
community garden, farmer's market.



Generators of Tourism Activity: Grand Island offers an unparalleled range of cutdoor and
eco-tourism resources for a community in such close proximity to a major city. The Town's

resources include;

Beaver Island State Park: Located at the southern tip of Grand Istand, the 950-acre Beaver
Island State Park is thae -centerpiece of the community’s recreation and eco-tourism
appeal. The park features a public beach, marina, boat ramps, golf course, hiking trails,

and many othar amenities...Beaver 1sland also serves as an important access point to Ferry
Villaga (via the East River Trail) and the West River Parkway Trail,

Buckhom Island State Park: This 895-acre park is located at the northem end of Grand
Island and is bisected by 1190, It is a passive park that offers trails and water access for
paddlers but has no restrooms or active park facilities.

West River Shoreline Trail: Opened in 2018, this B-mile paved trail was fashioned out of
the former West River Parkway. This trail offers a world-class bicycling and pedestrian
exparience along the Niagara River completes a gap in the Niagara River Greenway
Shoreline Trail,

Marinas and Boating: Grand |sland is one of the top boating and paddling destinations in
Woestern New York. There are six marinas located in the Town with more than 700 total slips.
There are also multiple private boating clubs including the Sandy Beach Yacht Club, Buffalo
Launch Club, and Niagara Sailing Club. Paddlars have access to the Niagara River at eight
differant points in Grand Island; four at Beaver Island State Park, two at Buckhorn State
Park, and two along the West River Parkway Trail. At present, there are no paddling access
points along the east side of the island between Grandyle Village and Sandy Beach, but the
town of Grand Island Town of Grand |sland Market Analysis Study and Niagara River
Gregnway Commission are actively working to add a boat access point in the vicinity of
spicer Creeak.

Hiking and Birding: Grand Island has an extensive network of pedestrian paths in various
locations around the community. This includes the trail systems at both state parks that
offer excellant opportunities for birding and wildlife watching. The Town also has its own
trails at Nike Base Park and the adjacent Gallogly Trails, Scenic Woods, Veterans Park, and
other locations. Thase trails are mainly used by local residents, but continued expansion of
trails and potential connections through the Town Center area could make them appealing
1o visitors.

Festivals & Events: There are currently two significant visitor-oriented festivals held in
Grand Island:



Town of Grand |stand Market Analysis Study

February 2022

+ Birds onthe Niagara is a multi-day internationat birding festival hald in February that
has been held in-person in the past but was virtual in 2021 and will be again in 2022.
The festival typically includes visits to multiple sites in Grand |stand.

= Paddles Up Miagara is a one-day kayaking event held in July at Beavar Island State
Park. The event includes eco-tours and a family-oriented fun paddle. This festival
typically draws between 200 and 300 participants, including some from out of stale
and even from Canada.

Tourism Resources: Grand lsland has ocutstanding outdoor and gce-tounism resources
that attract paddlers, bicyclists, birders, hikers, boaters, and other outdoor enthusiasts.

Grand Island's appeal as a hirding destination is exemplified by this image of fling of
northern migrating Dunling and a Ruddy Turnestone along the East River Marsh Shoraling in
the spring. Similar opportunities for birding are available all around tha island at various
times of the year. {photo credit: Paul Leuchner)

There are boat launches and water access points all around Grand Island. The East River
Marsh launch site has a parking lot adjacent to Farry Village with a hiking trail connection to
Beaver Isiand State Park. (photo credit: Paul Leuchner)
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OFFICE OF THE TOWN SUPERVISOR
PETER J. M aRrsTion

September 22, 2026

Niagara River Greenway Commission
Buffalo and Erie County Standing Committee
P.O. Box 1132

Miagara Falls, NY 14305

Re: Letter of Support — Scenic Woods Paddlecraft (East River Kayak) Launch, Town of
Grand Island

Dear Members of the Niagara Bivar Greanway Commission,

| am writing as the Town Supervisor of the Town of Grand Island to express my strong and
enthusiastic support for our municipality's application for Greenway funding to complete
the Scenic Woods Paddlecraft Launch and trailhead. This project re pragsants an essential
piece of our long-term Scenic Woods development plan.

As Town Supervisor, itis my priority to protect Grand Island’s green spaces whils
responsibly expanding accessible outdoor recreation. This proposed paddlecraft launch,
situated on Town-owned waterfront along the Tonawanda Channel of the Niagara River,
perfactly executes that vision. It physically connects the Grand Island Niagara River
Blueway Trail to the robust, land-based trail systems already heavily utilized within Scenic
Woods Park,

| strongly advocate for this project based on several key strate@ic benefits:

« Addressing an 11-Mile Safety Gap: Currently, an eleven-mile gap exists between
legat public river access points at the East River Marsh and Woods Creek launches.
Establishing this launch creates avital Paddlecraft Harbor of Refuge on the
Tonawanda Channel, exponentially improving safety parameters for regional
kayakers and paddiers facing sudden weather or distress.

Town of Grand Island = 2255 Baselme Boad, Grand sland, New York 14072
(716) T73-9600 616 =« Fax: (T16) T73-9618 » E-mal: pmarstonia grand-island nyv.us



+ Reclaiming Public Waterfront Access: Because a vast majonty of Grand Island's
shoraline i5 privately held, this project represents a rare and crucial opportunity to
gacurna permanent, aguitable public access to tha Miagara River for our community.

«  Promoting Ecotourism and Environmental Education: The traithead sits in direct
proximity to the successtully restored wetlands of the Spicer Creek Wildlife
Managemeant Area. This positioning maximizes the region's potential for passive
recreation, low-impact eco-tourism, and ocutdoor educational programiming without
disturbing sensitive local habitats.

« Consistency with Town Planning: This project is not a standalone initiative; it
directly advances the conservation and waterfront access mandates outlined
clearly in the Town of Grand Island Master Plan and our Local Waterfront
Revitalization Program {LWRP).

Completing the Scenic Woods Paddlecraft Launch is a high-priority community asset that
will leave Grand |sland better than we found it. | respectfully urge the Commission to
approve this funding application and partner with us in delivering this long-awaited asset to
the public.

Sincerely,

_—

i

A

Peter J. Marston Jr.
Town Supervisor, Town of Grand Island




Town of Grand Island

Comprehensive Plan Review Advisory Board
2255 Baseline Road, Grand Isiand, NY 14072

September 17, 2026

Grand Island Town Board
Town of Grand Island
2255 Baseline Road
Grand Island, NY 14072

RE: Letter of Support — Proposed East River Kayak Launch at Scenic Woods (LWRP Project G-7)

Dear Members of the Town Board:

On behalf of the Town of Grand Istand Comprehensive Plan Review Advisory Board, | am writing to express our strong
support for advancing a public kayak and canoe launch along East River Road at the Scenic Woods site near Ransom
Road — identified in the Town's 2025 Local Waterfront Revitalization Program {LWRP) as the “Eastern Paddlecraft
Launch,” Project G-7. We respectfully ask the Town Board to support this project and to help carry it forward with the
Niagara River Greenway Commission.

The LWRP identifies Project G-7 as a new paddlecraft launch site along East River Road — at Scenic Woods {near Ransom
Road} or the NYS DEC Spicer Creek Wildlife Management Area — intended to become a new destination along the Grand
1sland Blueway Trail, and it specifically calls for off-street parking to be included in the launch site's design. The Adviscry
Board believes this project deserves the Town's active support for several reasons,

It can share parking with the Scenic Woods trail network. The launch site along East River Road sits adjacent to Scenic
Woods, the Town-owned inland parcel with roughly 2.7 miles of trails through its mature forest. A single, well-designed
off-street parking area at the launch site, already called for in Project G-7, could serve both paddlers and hikers using the
Scenic Woods trails, getting more public benefit from one investment.

Demand for paddlesport access has grown sharply, The LWRP notes that paddlecraft use — kayaks, canoes, and stand-
up paddlebeards — has increased nearly expenentially aver the past decade, now rivaling the number of traditional
power beats on the Niagara River around Grand Island.

It closes a gap in the Island's paddling network. Grand Island's Paddles Up Blueway Trait {established in 2006 by the
Niagara River Greenway Commission} already links seven public launch sites — including Beaver Island State Park,
Buckhorn Island State Park, and Woods Creek — along the Island’s nearshore waters. A launch at Scenic Woods would
fill a notable gap along the eastern shereline between Ferry Village and Buckhorn Island State Park, and is already
anticipated as a trail-connection pgint in the LWRP’s proposed traithead and wayfinding project {Project G-3).

The site is ready for investment. The LWRP describes the Scenic Woods/Gun Creek Woods area as underutilized, with
plarned recreational improvements not yet realized. Pairing a new launch with shared traithead parking would put an
existing Town-owned asset to fuller use and reinforce the Island's growing recreational and eco-tourism economy, which
already includes a local kayak eco-tour operator.

Accessibie design is achievable and has local precedent. The Town and State already maintain ADA-accessible
paddlecraft launches at Beaver Island State Park and elsewhere on the island, demonstrating that an accessible, well-
designed launch at Scenic Woods is both feasible and consistent with existing Town and State facilities.

The Advisory Board urges the Town Board to formally support Project G-7, to continue supporting the Town's Parks
Department on siting, design, and shared parking for the launch and the Scenic Woods trailhead, and to help pursue
funding through the Niagara River Greenway Commission and other state partners. We believe this modest investment
will yield lasting recreational, environmental, and economic henefits for Grand Island residents and visitors alike.

Thank you for your consideration. The Advisory Board is glad to provide any further information or assistance the Town
Board may find useful as this project moves forward.

Sincerely,

Jim Sharpe
Chair, Town of Grand Island Comprehensive Plan Review Advisory Board



THE TOowN OF GRAND ISLAND

TZ55 BASELIMNE ROAD
CrRaD ISLah, MY 14072
PH: (T16) 773-9600

To Whom It May Concern:

My name is Sam Clarke, Chair of the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board for the Town of Grand Island,
and | am writing on behalf of the Board in strong support of the proposed project to construct a kayak
launch and trailhead on town-owned property aleng the East River.

Through conversations with consultants, community members, and local officials, we have consistently
heard that our natural assets are among the greatest strengths of our community. We are always looking
for opportunities to build upon these strengths and provide greater public access to our natural
resources, trails and waterfrant,

The Parks and Recreation Advisory Board has heard from numerous residents about the lack of public
access Lo the water on the east side of town. The propased kayak launch would help address this gap,
while the accompanying trailhead would provide an additional point of access to the town's trail network
and recreational opportunities.

The Advisory Board has received very positive feedback from the community regarding this project. The
combination of a kayak launch and trailhead will provide residents and visitors with new opportunities to
enjoy Grand Island’s waterfront, trails, and natural resources, and we strongly support efforts to make the
project a reality with the assistance of this grant.

Please feal free to reach out with any questions or for additional information.

Thank ?-Dl.l h:rr 1,.I::|ur c{:nsid/;tjp ’

Chair, Parks and Recreation Advisory Board
Town of Grand Island, NY



RECREATION DEPARTMENT
A27E WHITEHAVEN ROAD
GRAND ISLAND, NY 14072
(T8 773-9680 = Office
{T18) 485-8370 - Cell
recreation@grand-island ny.us

THE TOWN OF GRAND ISLAND
Joseph A. Menter
Recreation Supervisor

Seplember 14, 2026

Miagara River Greenway Commission
Buffalo and Enie County Standing Commitiee

To Whom It May Concem:

| am pleased to express my sirong support for the proposed East River Paddlecrafl Launch on
Girand Island, New York. This project will expand public access to the Niagara River and
provide an important recreational resource for residents and visitors of all ages.

Paddlecraft sports provide an opportunity for low-impact outdoor recreation, exercise, social
engagement. and connection with the Island’s exceptional natural resources, Kayaking and
canoeing can be enjoyed at a range of abilities and sctivity levels, making the facility an
excellent complement to the recreational programs and activities offered through the Town's
Recreation Department and Golden Age Center.

The project will also support opportunities for guided outings, nature observation, environmental
education, and intergenerational recreation. Providing safe and convenient access (o the
waterfront can encourage residents to remain active and engaged in the community while
enjoving the natural beauty of the East River and Niagara River.

Additionally, this proposed faunch site will be a great compliment to the already existing East
River Marsh and Woods Creek launch sites, For some paddlers. the current of the Miagara River
can be challenging. This proposed site will give all paddlers the opportunity to see more of the
East River corridor by providing a pull-out site instead of having to paddle back against the
current. In this corridor vou have three significant wildlife habitat areas: East River Marsh;
Spicer Creek Wildlife Management Area; Buckhorn State Park including Grass Island and Bumit
Ship Creek marsh area.

The project 15 consistent with the Town of Grand [sland’s Local Waterfront Revitalization
Program (LWRP), which identifies paddlecraft access and improvements to waterfront
recreational opportunities as important priorities. The proposed launch will help advance the
Town's long-term goal of improving public access to its waterfront while promoting recreation,
environmental stewardship, and guality of life. For these reasons, | strongly suppon the East
River Paddlecraft Launch and believe it will provide a lasting recreational and community
benefit to Grand Island. including its growing population of older adulis.

Q. Mo

oseph A, Menter

Sincerely,



8/20/26

Niagara River Gregnway Commission
Buffalo and Erie County Standing Committee

Re: Letter of Support — East River Paddlecraft Launch, Town of Grand Island
Dear Members of the Commission,
To Whom It May Concern,

[ am writing to express my strong support for the Town of Grand [sland's proposed East
River Paddlecraft Launch and Trailhead Project.

This project represents an important investment in our community by expanding safe
public access to the Niagara River while improving recreational opportunities for residents
and visitors alike. The proposed launch will help address a significant gap between existing
paddle craft access points along the eastern channel of the Niagara River, creating a safer
experience for kayakers, canoeists, and other paddlecraft users.

Beyond improving safety, this project will encourage outdoor recreation, prcmote healthy
lifestyles, and allow more people to experience Grand island’s unigue waterfront and
natural resgurces. The location provides exceptional cpportunities for wildlife observation,
environmental education, and appreciation of the scenic beauty of the Niagara River
corridor.

The proposed launch also supports the Town's long-term vision for waterfront access and
recreation by complementing the Scenic Woods Trail and advancing community planning
efforts. It will strengthen Grand 1sland's role as a destination for outdoor recreation while
enhancing connections between land and water-based trail systems.

Projects such as this henefit the entire community by:
» Increasing safe public access to the Niagara River.
¢ Supporting eco-tourism and local businesses.
¢ Encouraging healthy outdoor recreation for residents of all ages.

+» Promoting environmentat stewardship and appreciation of the Niagara River
ecosystem.

¢ Enhancing Grand Island’s quality of life and recreational amenities.



| respectfully urge your favorable consideration of funding and approval for the East River
Paddlecraft Launch Project. This investment will provide lasting banefits for residents,
visitors, and future generations while strengthening the Niagara River Greanway.

Thank you for your consideration and for your continued support of projects that improve
public access o our region's exceptional natural resources.

Sinceraly,

Sonid H&ﬁe#
i R ]
: -1’.?;" {

L)

Grand Island Mature Alliance [GINA)
26 Alan Ct. Grand Island, NY 14072
sonia.h.merkel@gmail.com/ 405-5016330

Grand Island

Moture Allionce



Niagara Frontier Chapter - Adirondack Mountain Club

https://'www.adk-nfc.org
8630 Woodside Drive

Eden, New York 14057
edendds@gmail.com

September 14, 2026

Niagara River Greenway Commission
Buffalo and Erie County Standing Committec
P.O. Box 1132

Niagara Falls, NY 14303

Re: Letter of Support — Scenic Woods Paddlecraft (East River Kayak) Launch, Town of Grand Island
Dear Members of the Niagara River Greenway Commission,

I am writing on behalf of the Niagara Frontier Chapter — Adirondack Mountain Club (NFC-ADK) fo express strong
support for the Town of Grand Island's application for Greenway funding to complete the Scenic Woods Paddlecraft
Launch and trailkiead, the final element of Phase 3 of the Scenic Woods project. NFC-ADK members participate in
frequent chapter outings to enjoy the Grand Island paddling opportunities and believe increased paddlecraft access
would enhance enjoyment and safety.

This project will establish a paddlecrafi launch on Town-owned waterfront along the Tonawanda Channel of the
Niagara River, connecting the Grand [sland Niagara River Blueway Trail with the land-based trail system in Scenic
Woods Park. NFC-ADK members have mentioned the lack of access between the East River Marsh and Woods
Creck launches during outings.

ADK’s mission works fo protect New York State wild lands and waters by promoting responsible outdoor recreation
and building a statewide constituency of land stewardship advocates. The NFC-ADK organization supports this
project for the following reasons:

» {t closes an eleven-mile gap in legal public river access between the existing launches at East River Marsh and
Woods Creek, creating a much-needed Paddlecraft Harbor of Refuge and improving safety for paddlers by
expanding public access to the Niagara River in an area where the shorcline is largely privately held, adding a new
access point to the Grand Island Blueway Trail.

= It supports ecotourism, environmental education, and passive recreation near the restored wetlands of the Spicer
Creek Wildlife Management Area.

NFC-ADK urges the Commission to approve funding for this project. We look forward to seeing this launch
compleied and available to the community.

Sincerely,

Dr. Frankl /‘%gﬂf, ops

[3r. Franklin Meyer, DDS
Chair, Niagara Frontier Chapter- ADK



Sierra Club Niagara Group
PO Box 1127
Williamsville, NY 14231

Niagara River Greenway Commission
Buffalo and Erie County Standing Committee

Scptember 22, 2026
Re: Scenic Woods Paddlecraft (East River Kayak) Launch, Town of Grand Island
Dear Members of the Commussion and Standing Committees,

Siearra Club’s Niagara Group enthusiastically supports Grand Island's application for Greenway
funding to complete the Scenic Woods Paddlecraft Launch, the final piece of the Phase 3
trailhead.

This project will enhance Sierra Club’s mission to protect lands and waters by providing much
needed access to Grand Island’s magnificent Niagara River shorcline. We belicve when people
can sec and use such resources, they are soon enlisted to protect them.

This launch closes an eleven-mile gap in public river access along the Tonawanda Channel,
giving paddlers a much-needed Harbor of Refuge between the East River Marsh and Woods
Creek launches. It also adds a new acccess point to the Grand Island Blueway Trail, connects to
Scenic Woods Park, and supports the ecotourism and environmental education already growing
around the restored wetlands nearby. The project is consistent with the Town's Master Plan and
Local Waterfront Revitalization Program.

The Sierra Club Niagara Group urges you to support this important project.
Sincerely,

Laurence T Beahan, MDD

Conservation Chair

Sierra Club Niagara Group

Janet Lenichek, Chair
Sierra Club Niagara Group



Paul G. Leuchner
1212 East River Road

Grand Island, New York 14072
Auvgust 27, 1026

Subfect: Letter of Supporl Proposed Town of Grond lsland Tralhead and Paoddiecroft Lownch, Scenc Woods
Town Park, Eosl River Road, Grand Island, New Yark 14072

lames Sharpe, Chairman

Miagara River Greenway Commilssion
Beaver [sland State Park

100 Beaver |siand Park Road

Grand lland, Mew York 14072

Dear Mr, Sharpe,

It is my understanding that the Town of Grand island Is seeking support and funding via the Niagara River
Greenway Commission for a planned enhancement of the eastern end of Scenic Woods Town Park at the
Miagara River. Specifically, the proposed project consists of a connecting trailhead, parking lot and paddiecraft
launch at a site that straddies East River Road and extending to the edge of the Miagara River. The project will
pstablish a unique connection between land and water recreational resources on park property, When
completed it will be the first Town owned recreational asset providing direct public access to a myriad of
juxtaposed terrestrial and aquatic ecological resources.

As g past Niagara River Greenway Cormmissioner, | am honored to have been asked to write a letter of suppart
for this project. The Niagara River Greenway Commission has been a paddlesports advocate since its Inception
in 2005, Over the course of history there has been a long standing association between paddiers and the
Miagara River whether it be trade and commerce or recreation. Mative Americans plied the waters of the
Miagara in canoes well before colonlzation. French fur trappers plied these same waters during the early
1600's and today recreational paddlers explore the Niagara in kayaks, canoes, skiffs, sculfs and stand up
paddieboards. In 2006, the Niagara River Greenway Commission formalized its relationship with paddiesports
establishing the annual family friendly Paddles Up Niagara gathering as thelr premier signature event, Since
then thousands of people have had the opportunity (o experience the river and all of its environmental,
cultural, historic and scenic qualities. Paddles Up is the only organized paddling event on the Niagara River and
just last month the Niagara Greenway Commission together with hundreds of paddlers celebrated its
twentieth anniversary,

Complimenting this signature event, the Paddies Up Miagara Trail was established. This twaenby six mile blue
way trail, the first of itz kind an the Niagara; follows the coast of Grand lsland providing paddlars endless
opportunities to experience the scenlc river landscape. This island traill Is connected together by a necklace of
iegal launch points more or less evenly spaced extending from Beaver Island State Park to Buckhorn State Park.
Launch types vary, ranging from simple beach entry points generally preferred by sea kayakers to more
sophisticated launch ramps capable of accommodating the full range of paddiers regardicess of capability or
physical limitation. At Scenic Woods the new paddiecraft launch will have the same state of the art design as
the latter enabling paddiers of all capabilities to gain access to- the Niagara River.



Subject: Letter of Support Proposed Town of Grand Island Traithead and Paddiecraft Launch, Scenic Woods
Town Park, East River Road, Grand Island, New York 14072

It’s clear that this proposal will add value to the paddlesports resource base in place around Grand tstand. To
begin with, the trailhead and river launch will link two types of passive recreation together that are within the
same park facility. The launch site itself will connect with the floodplain forests and wetlands that are a part of
the nearby Spicer Creek Wildlife management area creating many opportunities for environmental education
and ecotourism. Just as important, the new launch system satisfies a critical need for enhanced blue water
trail safety. The east coast of Grand Island is privately owned and except for the Scenic Woods Park waterfront
access point no other launch sites are available. A paddler today, choosing to transit the Niagara from the East
River Marsh to Woods Creek, has to travel nearly 12 mites. The addition of the proposed faunch at Scenic
Woads Park cuts that distance in half. in essence, this new {aunch becomes an essential safety asset
establishing a harbor of refuge where paddlers can stop, rest, recharge, pick up suppiies, or put in to take
shelter from inclement weather. Historicaily, harbors of refuge have always been available for commercial and
recreational vessels but with the ever increasing numbers of paddlecraft trails and paddiers the harbor of
refuge becomes an important safety compenent of any tblue way trail.

The selected site for this paddlecraft launch will have a minimal impact on the natural environment. In fact,
the project plans ¢all for the addition of native riparian plant cover, removal of invasive plants, clean up of
debris and the addition of screening vegetation shielding nearby privately owned residential siructures. There
will be no loss or impairment of the aquatic plant communities offshare of the launch site and with the
addition of the proposed floating launch ramp it's likely that native aguatic plant cover will actually increase.
The environmentally friendly features of this project, its broad array of recreational and safety benefits
notwithstanding, make it fully compatible with the Town of Grand Island Master Plan, Town of Grand Isiand
Local Waterfront Revitalization Program and the Niagara River Greenway Plan.

The proposed project enhances rescurce value providing new opportunities to access and experience the
Niagara River and the serene woodlands, meadows and wetlands that define Scenic Woods Town Park. It
provides safe legal recreational access to the Scenic Woods Park trail system and a segment of the Niagara
ncw minimaily used by paddlers because of the lack of public launch facilities. Existing in concert with the
Scenic Woods trailhead it offers visitors access to the full range of experiences envisioned for users of Scenic
Woods Park. Onee in place, visitors will be able to access park hiking trails whether arriving by water or land.
They will also be able to launch their paddlecraft from a new site increasing the opportunity for environmentat
education, ecotourism or the ability to engage in a paddling experience along the Paddles Up Niagara Trail.

in summary, the proposed Scenic Woods Trailhead and Paddlecraft launch adds value providing a new
opportunity to access and experience the Niagara River along with the serene woodlands, meadows and
wetlands of Scenic Woods Park. | fully support the Town of Grand Island Scenic Woods trailhead and
paddlecraft launch and | encourage the Niagara River Greenway Commission and the relevant Standing
Committees to endorse and fund this project.

Sincerely,

Paui G. Leuchner
Past Commissioneg and Secretary
Niagara River Greenway Commission, 2005-2009



Paul Yacger

2R14% Hasehine Rd

Cirand Dskand, WY 14072
pearyeswopdi@yahoo.con 700 994-5233
September 29, 2026

MNiagara River Greenway Commission
Bulffalo and Erie County Standing Comminee
Py Box 1132

Niagara Falls, NY 14303

Re: Letter of Support — Scenic Woods Paddlecrafl (East River Kayak) ADA Launch, Town of Grand Island
Trear Members of the Miagara River Greenway Comumission,

| am writing on behalf of o Grand Islond kayaker who uses the wonderful kavak launches 1o geq fresh air, exencise,
dher a linde kavak fishing, and (o get some mst s mobile people into & kayak o experience nare. | would fike o
cxpress striomg support for the Town of Grand 1stand’s application for Greenwiry funding (o complets the Scenic
Woods Paddlecraft Launch and trailhead, the final element of Phase 3 of the Scenic Woods project. | use the Grand
lsland Mizgara River Bluewsy Trail with friends and a meetup paddle group who regulardy come to the 1sbind 10
paddle. Adding safe and public acoess on Enst River is very important to the Biuewater East River trail as the
access points on East Biver are 100 for from each other today.

This project will cstablish a padidlecralt lmmeh on Town=ovwned waberlront absg the Tonawanda Chanmel of the
Miagara River, Connecting the Blue Water trail to the 2oenic words trail just mnkes this location even mare special
aned unigue.

| support this projest for the: follewing reasons;

o | prowides o much-needed access point between the East River Marsh angd Woods creek existing public acces
points that are too far for the average recreational paddler to comforiably and safely paddle between,

* It expamls East River public access in an aren that is missing public access, This sccess point will make the East
River Blueway trail significantly more uscable.

« This praposed access will provide additional passive recrestion and advance ccoloustsm,

+ [1 is consistent with, and directly advances, goals identified in the Town of Grand Tsland Master Plan and Local
Waterfront Revitalkeation Program,

| wrpe the Commission b oppeove fumding for this ADA comphiant pmddle craft lnunch, An AlDA paddle crafi
Imench gives equal access 10 thase who aren’t as abde as some that can use just a public entry point. An ADA
comphiant launch alsoe exiénds the paddiing season on both ends of the séason as #t ollows entry and exit while

stmying dry,

Simcerely,

Paul Yacger



Ms. Elizabeth Zilbaucr
736 Bascline Rd.
Grand Island, NY 14072

fl'\
Aug, 28, 2026

Niagara River Greenway Commission
Buftalo and Erie County Standing Committee
P.O. Box 1132, Niagara Falls, NY 14303

Re: Letter of Support — Scenic Woods Paddlecraft (East River Kayzk) Launch, Town of Grand Island
Dear Members of the Niagara River Greenway Commission,

i am writing to express strong support for the Town of Grand |sland's application for Greenway funding to complete
the Scenic Woods Paddlecraft Launch and traithead, the final element of Phase 3 of the Scenic Woods project. | am
a resident of Grand Island, member of the Grand Island Conservetion Advisory Board, and kayaking enthusiast who
frequents the Niagara River.

This project will establish a paddlecraft faunch on Town-owned waterfront. providing case of access where there has
been none: along the Tonawanda Channel of the Niagara River, connecting the Grand Island Niagara River Blueway
Trail with the land-based trail system in Scenic Woods Park. I have paddled within this section of the river only
once, and it is specifically due to fack of access in close proximity. In full disclosure, the one time 1 did launch in the
area was via Spicer Creek next 10 Whitehaven Cemetery, which is difficult to navigate and possibly not pennitted-
which is why 1"ve never attempted it again.

| support this project for the following reasons:

+ 1i closes an eleven-mile gap in legal public river access between the existing launches at East River Marsh and
Woods Creek, creating a much-needed Paddlecraft Harbor of Refuge and improving safety for paddlers,

+ it expands public access to the Niagara River in an area where the shoreline is largely privately held, adding a new
access point to the Grand Jsland Blueway Trail.

+ I’'m an amaleur niature photegrapher. Many of my kayaking trips are opportunitics for me to capture in
pictures, Grand Island-specific flora/fauna for potential publication/promotion of local species. A majority
of my photography focuses on birds. Grand 1sland’s Niagara River Corridor is a designated Globally
Significant Important Bird Arca (IBA). According to bird-niagara.org, ‘this corridor hosts birds of giobal
significance. This inciudes arctic and neotropical birds that use this corridor as a hemispheric resource
during all season migrations.” I have the pleasure of being able to personally attest to this, as Ive had the
thrill of encountering and photographing several species of these birds -exclusively on these kayaking trips.
Because 1 want fo save my energy for nature watching and photography on these trips, versus against-
current paddiing, { prefer to stick nearby launches. Our current configuration limits me to areas that
exclude. for example, the ecologically significant siretch of river near i.e. Spicer Creck. Up to now.
exploration and enjoyment of this area have been limited to the observation deck at Spicer Creek Wildlife
Preserve.

s in addition, this samc corridor has (he Ramsar designation (2019). Also from bird-niagara.org. “Ramsar is
an important international designation that identifies the Niagara River as an important coastal fish and
wildlife habitat, and a unique ccosysiem type in Lhe Great Lakes of North America.”™ Moie public launch
access will equal increased. ecologically-friendiy opportunities to directly experience the natural wonders
respansible for these significant designutions.

* tis consistent with, and directly advances, goals identitied in the Town of Grand Island Master Plan and Local
Waterfront Revitalization Program.



In comsidertion of the abave, | urge the Comrnission to approve fnsding for (s profec, As s nare earhosiast and
conservationist whi believes our Nisgara River Corridor’s skgnificance is unader-promaoted, bol key to high guality of
Pife oy Siranct bsbund, | ook forsand tooseeing tis launch compieted nnd nvailable i the community.

Sincercly,

Lilbhaner
Carmdd Pslomd B et
ol 1slandd Combirvation Advisory Board




Letter of Support
Town of Grand Island East River Paddlecraft Launch Project

0/9/2026
To Whom It May Concern,

On behalf of Waterbike Adventures LL.C, | am pleased to express my strong support
for the Town of Grand Island's proposed East River Paddlecraft Launch Project.

This launch will significantly improve safe access {o the eastern channel of the Niagara
River by reducing the long distance between existing launch sites. [t will provide
paddlers with an important access point and a much-needed safe stopping location
along a stretch of river that currently offers few opportunities to get off the water.

Our customers value opporiunities to explore the Niagara River while promoting
responsible, low-impact recreation and environmental stewardship. This project will
allow more people to experience Grand Island's unique shoreline, wetlands, and wildlife
while encouraging safe paddling and greater appreciation of the river's natural
resources.

We strongly support this project and believe it will become an important asset for the
paddling community and the Niagara River Greenway for many years to come.

Sincerely,

Jim Chilton
Owner of Waterbike Adventures




Town 0f Grand Island
22545 Baseline Road, Grand Island, New York 14072
(716) 773-3600 EXT Gl4 grantsi@grand-island.ny.us

Do you support the construction of a public kayak launch on the Eastern Branch of the
Niagara River between Beaver Island State Park and Buckhorn Island State Park to improve
safe public access for kayaking?
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Town Of Grand |sland
2755 Baseline Road, Grand Island, New York 16072
(716) 773-3600 EXT B} grantsi®grand-island.ny.us
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Do you support the construction of a public kayak launch on the Eastern Branch of the
Niagara River between Beaver Island State Park and Buckhorn Island State Park to improve
safe public access for kayaking?
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Town Of Grand Island
2205 Baseline Road, Grand Island, New York 14072
(718) 773-8600 EXT 614 grantsiEgrand-island.ny.us

Do you support the construction of a public kayak launch on the Eastern Branch of the
Niagara River between Beaver Island State Park and Buckhorn Island State Park to improve
safe public access for kayaking?
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Town Of Grand Island
2255 Baseline Road, Grand Island, New York 14072
(716) 773-3600 EXT 614 grantsl@grand-island.ny.us

Do you support the construction of a public kayak launch on the Eastern Branch of the
Niagara River between Beaver Island State Park and Buckhorn Island State Park to improve

safe public access for kayaking?
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THE TOWN OF GRAND ISLAND

21255 BASELINE ROAD FETER Fllﬁ-_ﬂﬁ-'l'ﬂﬂ

GRAND ISLAND, NEW YORK 3

140721710

OFFICE (T16) T73-9600 TPEM : MGATI

FAX (T16) T73-9618 ansmgg DIEHL
DANIEL KILMER
Councilmembers

August 24, 2026

Drear Resident,

Residents of Grand Island have repeatediy engaged local officials to create more "public accesses” to the river. The Town
of Grand Island has been researching opportunities to create shore accessibility to the Niagara River,

There are a couple initiatives in play, one being a proposed paddle-craft launch located where the Scenic Woods property
meets the East River, A large part of any project like this is public outreach to both the population as well as residents that
reside in the immediate vicinity, You are receiving this notification as you either reside or own property within 250° of
this propased project.

Included i this correspondence is a site plan of what we envision the site would look like,

The Town is in the process of applying for outside funding opportunities to potentially fund this initiative. This project
will not proceed without owside funding,

Beyond the recreational opportunities this proposed paddle-ceafi launch would create; it would also benefit public safety.
Safety based organizations (examples like The Coast Guard and The Grand Island Fire Department) have often stated that
nautical rescues are difficult to coordinate in the East branch of the Niagara River due to limited access points.

The Grand 1sland Town Board believes in transparency and wants to share this proposal with neighbors in the immediate
ared. We welcome all comments, ideas and suggestions 1o nmpn:we the proposed project for all to enjoy. Please email

Sherrie Pufpafl, Assistant to the Supervisor, at slandny. gov as she will compile all responses and
disseminate to the Town Board.

Best Regards,

e

Peter Marston
Ciromrnd dxlamd Town Supervisor

Thomas Digati onda 1
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