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Project Description- Silo City Trailways 

The Friends of Silo City is a newly formed New York non-profit corporation (501c3) whose 
mission is the "Creative Regeneration of a Historic Buffalo Site." This group formed in response 
to the increased attention and demand that has been recognized over the past few years for 
this unique and historic former industrial site along the Buffalo River.   
 
This application aims to further explore improved access and better connectivity opportunities 
for bicycles and pedestrians to this one-of-a-kind attraction. It also considers ecological 
restoration and enhancement to the shoreline of the river and surrounding trail areas.    
 
Silo City sits on the south shore of the Buffalo River just 600 yards from Lake Erie, and is a 
significant industrial heritage site that is comprised of the grandest collection of concrete grain 
elevators in the world. Today the massive structures that once provided grain and flour for 
much of the world now stand silently, connecting the water and the land to the sky.  Reclaimed 
by nature and wildlife, and now engaged as a cultural space, Silo City has taken on a unique 
identity as a part of Buffalo’s work towards a sustainable and dynamic city. The transformation 
of this property from an industrial hub to a recognizable cultural center has been remarkable, 
and it is still in its infancy of redevelopment and transition.  It has become an active venue for 
cultural tourism, the arts, and recreation. It is a unique combination of Buffalo’s ecological, 
cultural, recreational, scenic and heritage resources. With several buildings listed in the 
National Register of Historic Places, the site is a regional treasure and an embodiment of our 
region’s industrial past and regenerative future. 
 
The Friends of Silo City are requesting $40,000 for a Feasibility Study to determine how a trail 
can be best constructed in the short term that provides access from the Ohio Street Greenway 
into the facility, and that connects Silo City to Tifft Nature Preserve and the Outer Harbor. A 
second phase and expanded opportunity would extend the trail along the south side of the 
Buffalo River, connecting to the impressive Concrete Central and Cargill Superior Elevators.  The 
Concrete Central Elevator sits on a 45-acre site that was identified as a key location for habitat 
restoration in the Buffalo River Ecological Restoration Master Plan. This River trail could then 
continue on to link with the DL&W Greenway trail and bridge crossing, and then connect to 
Solar City, South Park Avenue and the entire South Buffalo community. We envision this trail 
providing access to formerly inaccessible areas along the river, and opening up a whole new 
world to cyclists, nature enthusiasts, and history buffs alike.   
 
At quick glance, the trail to from Silo City to Tifft Nature Preserve has two possible locations: 
along the shores of the Buffalo River or along the abandoned railroad tracks that used to 
service Silo City. We are currently in preliminary negotiations with the adjacent private 
landowners to acquire the necessary property rights or easements for this project.   
 
We also understand the potential complications and complexities of dealing with the rail 
companies.  However, we hope to consider creative solutions that allow the trails to co-exist 



with the adjacent rails, and to look to innovative solutions along the river, such as boardwalks 
and bridge structures.   
 
Already a destination for its raw industrial beauty and its architectural importance, the addition 
of a formalized trail that would connect Silo City to surrounding amenities and attractions such 
as the Tifft Nature Preserve, Outer Harbor, DL&W corridor, Solar City, Larkinville, and much 
more, would be consistent with Niagara River Greenway principles of connectivity, improved 
access to the river, and environmental enhancements which support Eco-tourism. It would also 
promote the continuity of open space and habitats and provide for connections to related 
corridors and resources.   

This project will also complement and add to previous investments by the Greenway 
Commission to Riverfest Park, Mutual Riverfront Park, Times Beach and Tifft Nature Preserves 
and other Buffalo River sites that are turning a once industrial and polluted river into a thriving 
recreational and ecological destination on the waterfront that the public wants to explore.  
 
We envision a trail would link the many layers of history and interest together - - a trail that 
would include restoration of the land through native plantings and organic soil amendments, 
wayfinding signage that would include reference to the original inhabitants of the land, the 
Native American’s, and that would optimize the symbiotic relationship between people and 
nature through a biodiverse ecosystem that will be reclaimed from its industrial past.  
 

 
 
Project Location 
  
Silo City is located along the Buffalo River at 85 Silo City Row. A portion of the site was listed on 
the National Register of Historic Places in 2012, called the American Grain Elevator Complex. 
The proposed trails would be built in phases: Phase 1 would link Silo City to Tifft Nature 
Preserve and Phase 2 would create a river trail that would extend beyond the Concrete Central 
to the DL&W trail at a minimum. This vital link would then open up further connections to 
South Buffalo, Larkinville and much more. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
2. Consistency with the Niagara River Greenway Plan 
 
The Silo City Trail system advances the Niagara Greenway Vision and Principles in the following 
categories: Sustainability, Accessibility, Ecological Integrity, Public Well-Being, Connectivity, 
Restoration, Authenticity, and Celebration, which will include community-based partnerships. It 
will improve access to waterfront resources and include restoration aspects along with 
interpretive and educational signage that will tie in with the area’s history as a Native American 
site as well as its industrial past.  
 
 
Niagara Greenway Commission Principles 
 
Sustainability 
The proposed trail system would be designed to promote ecological sustainability by re-
establishing a native and natural shoreline setting, including clearing the pathway of invasive 
plants. This would also include compost as a soil amendment to help to restore former 
industrial land. In recent years, Silo City has partnered with PUSH Blue to create a food-waste 
composting facility on the site that diverts 110 tons of organic waste from landfills annually, 



and a native plant nursery to boost the biodiversity of our region. Having access to these 
resources would be a key attribute to the proposed trails. 
 
Accessibility 
The trail system would be accessible from both land and water (Blueway Trail), as there is a 
kayak launch currently at Silo City and many other launches nearby. The intention is to connect 
the Buffalo River to the Outer Harbor, increasing physical access between the two waterways. 
The trails would utilize the existing Ohio Street Greenway and Outer Harbor Trails as the 
starting framework, and extend the linkages to numerous other area sites and attractions.  
Accessibility between Silo City and Tifft Nature Preserve would transform the riverfront in this 
area.  The linkages to and past the Cargill Superior and Concrete Central Elevators would 
provide dramatic new opportunities to the public.  A linkage to the proposed DL&W Greenway 
and River crossing would provide a very desirable trail loop and access.   
 
Ecological Integrity 
Silo City has undergone an amazing transformation in recent years. We have collaborated with 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife, Tifft Nature Preserve, NYSDEC, Buffalo Niagara Waterkeeper, and many 
schools, youth, and community groups to design and implement projects that ecologically 
enrich the post-industrial landscape. A pollinator meadow, planted and tended by Elmwood 
Village Charter School students, flourishes around the award-winning beehive called Elevator B. 
Our latest collaboration with the Rupp Family Foundation has seen the transformation of a 
gravel parking area into a series of vegetated ponds that filter stormwater run-off, surrounded 
by hedgerows of native trees to provide habitat for migratory birds. We have seen a plethora of 
wildlife return to the area, including fox, deer, coyote, waterfowl, peregrine falcons, and eagles. 
It is this sense of renewal that captivates and inspires wonder in the natural world, and which 
can be replicated along a River Trail that could potentially connect to a future Nature Preserve 
at Concrete Central. 
 
Public Well-Being 
Silo City, with its silos and grain elevators, has become an integral and unique part of any visit 
to Western New York. The proposed trails would allow the public to enjoy all that this site has 
to offer, while also connecting users to our important waterways and historic waterfront grain 
elevators and other attractions. 
 
Connectivity 
Silo City is an important node between the Inner and Outer Harbor. It is strategically located 
along the Ohio Street Greenway and is also an important visual icon as part of Elevator Alley 
along the Buffalo River. The local “Blueway” initiatives include Silo City and Elevator Alley as key 
attractions.  To highlight, Silo City is a vital part of a cohesive experience to the City’s industrial 
and waterfront heritage. Connecting it to Tifft Nature Preserve and beyond would create a 
connection that does not now exist, as well as create a new and enhanced Riverside experience 
for hikers and bicyclists. 
 
 



Restoration 
The ecological restoration that has taken place at Silo City in recent years is remarkable and 
could serve as a catalyst for the surrounding area in the future. The former brownfields 
properties along the Buffalo River are all candidates for a similar transformation. This creative 
vision of Urban Regeneration could expand along the future trailways and beyond to create a 
Nature Trail that could potentially span all the way to the proposed “Highline” on the former 
DW & L railroads.  
 
Authenticity 
It is doubtful that a more authentic site exists in Western New York, with the silos and grain 
elevators essentially as they were at the beginning of the last century. The Erie Canal and the 
grain industry were instrumental in putting Buffalo on the map and the challenge of storing and 
moving grain efficiently spurred many engineering and architectural innovations in our 
backyard. Architects once studied the marvels of the Buffalo Grain Elevators. The history of the 
transformation of the silos, and Buffalo’s emergence from a small trading post to a western 
boomtown, are represented by Silo City. A trailway from here to the natural beauty of Tifft 
Nature Preserve, and to points along the Buffalo River and beyond, would create a very unique 
and authentic experience for users of the trail. 
 
Celebration 
Silo City is already a place to celebrate Buffalo’s industrial past and to create its bright future. 
The people of the region have enthusiastically embraced the site, with thousands attending 
events that celebrate the arts, music and the spirit of our community. From the Blues Festival 
to the Americana Sportsmen Festival to this year’s Bleu Fleuve Festival, the ambiance of live 
music reverberating off of the massive silos is a sight and sound to experience. Torn Space 
Theater, Boom Days, string quartets, opera, poetry readings and a soon-to-open restaurant and 
bar all add to the celebratory vibes of the site. Creating more access via a river trail will add to 
this unique experience.  In the future, we envision more and more people accessing Silo City via 
bikes, kayaks and of course, walking.   
 
Partnerships/Community Based 
Silo City has been collaborating with many entities over the years. Partnerships are growing 
every year. The University of Buffalo, Buffalo Niagara Waterkeeper, WNY Land Conservancy, 
the Valley Community Association and Old First Ward Community Center and elected officials 
have all supported and partnered with us and, we hope, will continue to do so in the future. We 
value and respect our supporters and partners and anticipate a high level of community 
support for this proposed project. 
 
 
Niagara River Greenway Goals 
We believe this project corresponds very nicely with the following Greenway Goals: improving 
access, making connections, protecting and restoring environmental systems, celebrating 
history and heritage and sparking revitalization and renewal, as summarized in previous 
sections of this submission. 



Niagara River Greenway Criteria 
 
Consistency with Niagara River Greenway Principles 
This project is consistent, virtually across the board, with the Greenway Plan, especially in the 
areas of sustainability, accessibility, ecological integrity, public well-being, connectivity, 
restoration, authenticity, celebration, and partnerships. 
 
Priority Status 
This proposed project addresses a number of the priorities of the Niagara River Greenway 
Commission. It offers improved access to the waterfront, the development of an integrated trail 
system, including restoration aspects, and education about the region’s cultural, natural and 
historic resources. 
 
Focus Area 
This proposed trailway system is located directly on the Buffalo River, one of the highest 
geographic priority areas.  It is also adjacent to an existing trail/Greenway network, extending 
along the Buffalo waterfront and northwards along the Niagara River.   
 
Environmental Soundness 
If completed as envisioned, this nature trail will add benefits to both the environment of the 
riparian area of the Buffalo River, as well as increased wildlife habitat with the introduction of 
native plants and naturalized river shoreline areas. This could include establishment of river 
edge wetlands, similar to other initiatives by Buffalo Niagara Waterkeeper and others along the 
Buffalo River.   
 
Implementable 
The Feasibility Study will commence immediately upon receipt of funding. We estimate it will 
take approximately 2-3 months to complete. In the interim, funding for construction of the trail 
will be pursued. 
 
Economic Viability 
The Feasibility Study will determine if the trailway is implementable and economically viable.  
 
Availability of a Local Sponsor or Partner 
Once the Feasibility Study is funded, we anticipate securing several partners to help with the 
implementation. Numerous parties are very interested in what this project could do for the 
waterfront areas.   
 
Availability to match or leverage funds 
We continue to seek input from a variety of stakeholders, visitors and various officials, along 
with neighborhood groups. Our work is ongoing to secure additional funding sources and 
project partners. This project touches on numerous interest areas, including recreation, history, 
ecological, entertainment and cultural, etc.   
 



 
Consideration of other planning efforts 
We are closely following the developments along the Buffalo River that our project can 
enhance, including the potential for a DL & W trailway that WNY Land Conservancy is proposing 
and a potential nature preserve at Concrete Central.  We are also aware of the numerous 
initiatives completed or underway by Buffalo Niagara Waterkeeper.   
 
Clear Benefits 
Public access to the Buffalo River and connectivity between the Inner and Outer Harbors 
demonstrate a clear benefit to the public and to the vision of the Greenway as a world-class 
corridor.  The linkages between Silo City and Tifft Nature Preserve and along the south shore of 
the Buffalo River are exciting prospects to explore.   
 
3) Project Budget 
 
We are requesting $40,000 for the Feasibility Study, which breaks down to $10,000 for 
administrative and planning costs and $30,000 for Engineering/Landscape Architectural 
services.   
 
 
4).Community and Government Support 
 
We are continuing to seek input from a variety of stakeholders, visitors and various officials, 
along with neighborhood groups. Currently we have the support for the funding of the 
Feasibility Study from the following: 
 

• Congressman Brian Higgins 
• Senator Timothy Kennedy 
• Assemblyman Sean Ryan 
• Councilmember Christopher Scanlon 
• Nancy Smith, WNY Land Conservancy 
• Marisa Wigglesworth, President and CEO of Buffalo Museum of Science & Tifft Nature 

Preserve 
• Peg Overdorf, Valley Community Association 

 
 
Attachments: 
 

• Context Map of project area 
• Community letters of support 
• About Silo City articles 

 



 
 
Contact Information 
 
Rick Smith, President of Rigidized Metal Corp and Friends of Silo City 
658 Ohio St. 
Buffalo, NY 14203 
 
Phone: 716-849-4780 
Fax: 716-849-0401 
Email: KateGorman@rigidized.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       
 











 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

March 16, 2018 
 
 
 
 
Mr. Gregory Stevens 
Chairman 
Niagara River Greenway Commission 
3160 DeVeaux Woods Drive 
Niagara Falls, New York 14305 
 
Re: Support for Silo City trail planning funding application 
 
Dear Mr. Stevens: 
 
It has been conveyed to me that the Friends of Silo City is advancing a planning process for the 
development of trail infrastructure to connect Silo City to other, nearby public recreational and habitat 
resources.  Further, it has been conveyed to me that they are seeking or will seek a consistency 
determination from the commission and subsequent funding for their initial planning efforts from the 
standing committees.  I write today to convey my support for their efforts. 
 
Silo City has captured the imagination of the public and has successfully reconnected thousands of 
Western New Yorkers and visitors to our rich industrial heritage.  Further, providing public access to the 
improving but still fragile ecosystem of the Buffalo River helps to foster a sense of ownership and 
stewardship toward the river on the part of the general public which is a necessary component of an 
overall strategy to protect the health of the river prospectively.   
 
This trail infrastructure planning initiative is plainly consistent with the 2007 Plan and is worthy of 
support from the commission and the standing committees.  Thank you very much for your ongoing 
leadership and commitment to the responsible stewardship of our region’s most important natural 
resources. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Brian Higgins 
Member of Congress 



 

 
 
 

March 15, 2018 
 
Mr. Gregory D. Stevens, Chair 
The Board of Commissioners 
Niagara River Greenway Commission 
3160 DeVeaux Woods Drive 
Niagara Falls, New York 14305 
 
Dear Mr. Stevens and Commissioners, 
 
I would like to offer my support for the Friends of Silo City’s proposal for funding to complete a feasibility study 
to assess the potential construction of a multi-use trail to connect Silo City to Tifft Nature Preserve and the Outer 
Harbor. Beyond the successful completion of the first phase of such a trail, a second phase could potentially 
extend the trail along the Buffalo River to Concrete Central, a 45-acre site that was identified as a key location 

for habitat restoration in the Buffalo River Ecological Restoration Master Plan. 

 

Silo City is a significant industrial heritage site and an active venue for cultural tourism, the arts, and recreation. 
It represents a unique combination of Buffalo’s natural, cultural, recreational, scenic and heritage resources. With 
several buildings listed in the National Register of Historic Places, the site is a regional treasure and an 
embodiment of our area’s industrial past and regenerative future. Already a destination for its raw industrial 
beauty and its architectural importance, the addition of a trail that would connect it to the amenities at Tifft 
Nature Preserve and the Outer Harbor and beyond would be consistent with, and would effectively forward, 
Greenway goals of connectivity, improved access to the River, and eco-tourism.  
 
Investing in a feasibility study is a highly strategic initial step. On behalf of Tifft Nature Preserve, and as 
neighbors on the Outer Harbor with a shared commitment to our community and the good stewardship of our 
region’s natural resources, we are pleased to support this proposal.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Marisa Wigglesworth 
President and CEO 
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March 15, 2018

Mr. Gregory Stevens, Chair
The Board of Commissioners
Niagara River Greenway Commission
3160 Deveaux Woods Drive
Niagara Falls, New York 14305

Dear Mr. Stevens and Commissioners,

I write to express my strong support for the application for funding from the Friends of Silo City. As the State
Senator representing much of the area that would be impacted by this funding, I appreciate the organization’s
commitment to our region’s betterment and beautification.

The Friends of Silo City are requesting funding for a Feasibility Study to determine if a multi-use trail can be
constructed in order to connect Silo City to Tiffi Nature Preserve and the Outer Harbor. A second phase of the frail
could potentially continue along the Buffalo River to Concrete Central, a 45-acre site that was identified as a key
location for habitat restoration in the Buffalo River Ecological Restoration Master Plan.

Silo City is a significant industrial heritage site and an active venue for cultural tourism, the arts, and recreation. It
is a unique combination of Buffalo’s natural, cultural, recreational, scenic and heritage resources. With several
buildings listed in the National Register of Historic Places, the site is a regional treasure and an embodiment of our
region’s industrial past and regenerative future.

Already a destination for its raw industrial beauty and its architectural importance, the addition of a frail that would
connect it to the amenities at Tiffi Nature Preserve and the Outer Harbor and beyond would be consistent with
Greenway goals of connectivity, improved access to the River, and eco-tourism.

Again, I strongly support this funding request from the Friends of Silo City. Thank you for your consideration.
Should you have any questions, I welcome your call.

Sincerely,

Timothy M. Kennedy
New York State Senator, 63 District

LI,





Silo City, Buffalo                                                  APT Conference 2018 – Track 4: This New World 

 SILO CITY BUFFALO 
The grain elevators of Buffalo comprise the most outstanding collection of elevators in the United 

States and collectively represent the variety of construction materials, building forms and 

technological innovations that revolutionized the handling of grain. Although a small number of sites 

have been demolished, nearly twenty elevators dating from 1897 to 1954 have survived the collapse 

of the Great Lakes grain trade. Most are abandoned and only a few are still being used in the grain 

industry. Together, they form an extraordinary landscape of dense, sculptural verticality clustered 

along the Buffalo River.  

 

Rick Smith bought the group of four elevators behind his metal workshop in 2005. Having prevented 

their demolition, removed commercial pressure and spent a decade clearing rubble, Rick and his team 

reopened the gates and invited people from Buffalo and beyond to help determine Silo City’s future. 

The site has become a laboratory for the arts and industry, with cavernous spaces and dramatic 

landscapes transformed through the arts, horticulture, education, urban sport and heritage tourism.  
 

    
 

The privately-funded initiative gives the grain elevators of Silo City time and public access to see if 

they can find their own way forwards. One has been repaired and returned to use as a commercial 

grain store while the others are now part of an extraordinary experiment in slow-burn regeneration. 

New uses are evolving organically and intuitively through the interest of local people, underpinned by 

a strong sense of shared custodianship. University of Buffalo students are regular visitors. Visual arts 

and music festivals welcome 15,000 visitors over a single weekend.  The dramatic industrial 

landscapes that ebb and flow between the elevators are being gradually transformed through wild 



Silo City, Buffalo                                                  APT Conference 2018 – Track 4: This New World 

flower meadows, bee gardens and sustainable riparian landscapes designed for phytoremediation, 

biodiversity and water management.  

 

The project is at a critical stage, on the brink of securing pioneer tenants from which a colony can 

grow. The regenerative potential of the site is intertwined with the wider city, still in transition from 

industrial predominance with growing strengths in higher education, banking, life science and food 

production. As part of a potential regeneration mix, it is exciting to imagine how some of the 23 

million annual visitors to Niagara Falls can be encouraged the few miles upriver to Buffalo. Material 

evidence of a prosperous past, Silo City has a critical role to play in pursuit of a vibrant, post-industrial 

future for itself and the city.   
 

 
 

Miriam Kelly RIBA, ARB, AABC  

Miriam is a British architect experienced in the adaptive reuse of heritage sites. She first visited Silo 

City in 2013 as part a Winston Churchill Fellowship during which she visited sixty industrial 

regeneration projects in Europe and the USA. She works as a preservation architect in New York City, 

and writes, teaches and lectures on industrial heritage issues.  

 

 

Photos courtesy of Torn Space 














