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PROJECT NARRATIVE
Project Summary
Primary construction of the Tonawanda Rails to Trails project was completed in 2016 by Erie County.
Constructed on a former railroad corridor owned by the Niagara Frontier Transportation Authority
(NFTA), the Town of Tonawanda is responsible for operation and maintenance of the trail and corridor
pursuant to a lease agreement between NFTA, Erie County, the City of Tonawanda, and the Town. The
Town’s responsibility segment is 3.2 miles in length running between Kenmore Avenue to the south and
the City of Tonawanda boundary to the north. It connects to the North Buffalo Rail Trail south of
Kenmore Avenue and to the Tonawanda Rail Trail segment in the City of Tonawanda.

The Town of Tonawanda seeks funding from the Niagara River Greenway Commission to
design and construct twelve entrance/exit connection paths to the trail, enhance existing wetlands and
landscaping, improve signage, add various bicycling amenities including bike repair stations, bicycle
vending machines, and a bicycle and pedestrian counting device, add trail head parking at Sheridan Drive,
and install various forms of public art.
Enhancements will be constructed along the existing trail corridor which includes lands owned by the
NFTA, National Grid and Erie County. Letters indicating their support/approval for installation of these
improvements are included with this application in Attachment 6.

Connectivity and Accessibility

Connection point planning includes adding twelve 8 foot wide asphalt paths at Parker Boulevard, Chelsea
Street, Glenside Avenue, Bering Avenue, Moulton Avenue, Darlington Drive, Stoneleigh Avenue,
Highland Avenue, Moore Avenue, Alder Place, Twyla Place and Northwood Drive. Conceptual views of
these connections are shown in Attachment 7, Figures 1 thru 34. The approximate overall length of these
connections is 1,300 feet. Connections to public streets will include approximately 29 required ADA
compliant ramps and required adjacent ADA compliance corrective actions. Each connection point will
receive various wayfinding signage and focal landscaping.
The new trail crosses Englewood Avenue at a skew and is in close proximity to intersections of Parker
Boulevard. This project also seeks to improve safety with additional pavement marking and signage on
Englewood Avenue which is an Erie County highway.
The estimated cost of this activity is approximately $140,000.

Wetland Enhancement, Landscaping and Signage

Federal wetlands have been identified at various locations along the corridor adjacent to the trail. The
Town has met with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and Buffalo Riverkeeper and has received public
input regarding protection and enhancement of these wetlands. The project seeks to work with these
entities and any interested party on plant selections which can be easily added and assimilated into the
existing landscaping. Native plant selection and their design and care for sustainability will be required.
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In addition, similar native trees and shrubs would be added to enhance the corridor and to support the
wetland and wildlife.
Soil excavated for the connection construction will be relocated to create various landscape forms
between the trail and Center Avenue. Center Avenue is a town street and is currently just lawn area from
Cortland to Aspinwood, approximately 3,600 feet by 40 feet. This space would lend itself well for
creative landscape berm construction which would be simple to maintain and provide ground relief and
planting opportunities. This area also has greater wind exposure which could be diminished by careful
landscaping. Attachment 7, Figures 35 through 37, depict existing vegetation and wetlands.
Small scale signage will be installed at the proposed connections that will be in concert with the trail’s
existing interpretive signs. A more artistic style street name sign and mile post marker is preferred as
well. Adding stylistic markers every tenth of a mile is also desired to help support the town’s forthcoming
Adopt-A-Trail program. This program will allow various groups, clubs and organizations the chance to
further enhance the trail with landscaping, plant maintenance and trash management. Implementation of
this program is outside of this project yet is a commentary effort.
The estimated cost of this activity is approximately $80,000.

Bicycle Amenities and Public Art

The Town proposes to install twenty five bicycle hitches, five bicycle repair stations, two bicycle parts
vending machines and one bicycle and pedestrian counting device. These amenities are depicted in
Attachment 7, Figures 38-41.
During construction, the contractor used a portion of the NFTA property on the north side of Sheridan
Drive as a construction staging. Trail users have been found using nearby business for parking and it
would be beneficial to formalize and designate this area as trail head parking. It is midway between the
existing lots on the south end and north end of the trail. This location is shown in Figure 42.
Public art opportunities all along the corridor present themselves such as sculptures, business oriented
wayfinding totems, Figure 43 and signage. A conceptual sculpture example using old rails and train
wheels is shown in Figure 44. The town feels that incorporating local artists and creativity can
significantly enhance the trail users experience and community pride.
The estimated cost of this activity is approximately $70,000 which includes a $15,000 public art
allowance.

Project design and construction inspection is also included and estimated to cost $40,000.
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Supporting the Niagara River Greenway Vision
The Town of Tonawanda’s Rails to Trail Enhancement Project will significantly contribute to
the fulfillment of the Niagara River Greenway vision. The project will greatly enhance the
scenic quality and natural environment adjacent to the trail which bisects the community.
Additional connectivity points will improve public access to this recreational amenity while
enhanced landscaping and wetland treatments will improve community character and pride in the
community. In its current condition, the trail is functional but lacks the enhancements that will
entice regional visitors to utilize this recreational amenity and its ultimate connections to various
Niagara River Greenway facilities.
Design and construction of the proposed enhancements will insure residents and visitors to
Tonawanda will enjoy a more aesthetically pleasing, environmentally sound, and cohesive
experience.

Niagara River Greenway Commission
Goals, Principles and Criteria
PRINCIPLES
Excellence
The trail enhancement project promotes best practices in design and environmental stewardship.
Densely planted trees and indigenous plantings will create a more welcoming environment for
pedestrians, cyclists and motorists driving to and through this area. The project will help promote
this part of Town as a viable location for investment and make it more attractive for
redevelopment.
Sustainability
The Town will work with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and Buffalo Riverkeeper to identify
plant selections which can be easily added and assimilated into the existing landscaping,
including federal wetlands. Buffalo Riverkeeper will assist the Town with preparation of best
management practices for the 21 federal jurisdiction wetland areas totaling 2.09 acres identified
in the Tonawanda Rail to Trails Wetland Delineation Report. Preference will be given to native
plant selection and their design and care for sustainability. In addition, similar native trees and
shrubs will be added to enhance the trail corridor and to support the wetland and wildlife.
Soil excavated for connection construction will be relocated to create various landscape forms
between the trail and Center Avenue. An existing lawn area will be transformed to a creative
landscape berm which will be simple to maintain and provide ground relief and planting
opportunities.
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Accessibility
Twelve connection paths, totaling 1,300 linear feet and consisting of 8 foot wide asphalt paths,
will be constructed at specific points along the 3.2 mile trail to facilitate access to the former trail
bed. These access points have been determined by identifying footpaths already worn in the
surrounding terrain since the trail’s opening earlier this year. These connections to public streets
will include approximately 29 required ADA compliant ramps and required adjacent ADA
compliance corrective actions. Each connection point will also receive various wayfinding
signage and focal landscaping.
Ecological Integrity
Tonawanda presents the “perfect storm” of air quality issues with the concentration of industrial
facilities, gas tanks and the Grand Island toll booths on I-190 within a short distance of one
another. Urban landscaping improves air quality, creates additional wildlife habitats and restores
the integrity of natural resources. Landscaping will contribute to improved air quality, enhance
natural habitats and help provide visual balance between the existing built environment and the
inherent beauty of the off-road trail. Installation of native plantings along the trail corridor will
help offset greenhouse gases.
Public Well-Being
The project will provide improved physical and visual access to the project area, enhancing
public well-being. Improved access will enhance recreational opportunities, resulting in
increased opportunities to pursue well-being and physical fitness. Similarly, the introduction of
sustainable plantings are a simple yet effective community building tool that will provide
environmental and aesthetic benefits.
Connectivity
The Tonawanda Rail Trail connects to the North Buffalo Rail Trail south of Kenmore Avenue
and to the Tonawanda Rail Trail segment in the City of Tonawanda. Currently there are 11
access points to the trail: Kenmore Avenue, Englewood Avenue, Cortland Avenue, Cable Street,
Harrison Avenue, Aspinwood Place, Sheridan Drive, Belmont Avenue, Brighton Road, Colvin
Woods Parkway and O’Hara High School. This project proposes to establish twelve more access
points, to be located at: Parker Boulevard, Chelsea Street, Glenside Avenue, Bering Avenue,
Moulton Avenue, Darlington Drive, Stoneleigh Avenue, Highland Avenue, Moore Avenue,
Alder Place, Twyla Place and Northwood Drive. The additional connections will reduce the
need for trail users to travel by automobile to an existing access point. The additional
connections will include approximately 29 required ADA compliant ramps and required adjacent
ADA compliance corrective actions. The trail links users to a host of other recreation amenities
including Lincoln Park, Kenney Field, the Ken-Ton YMCA and Cardinal O’Hara High School.
Restoration
The project will include plantings which can be easily added and assimilated into the existing
landscaping. Native plant selection and their design and care for sustainability will be required.
Similarly, native trees and shrubs will be added to enhance the trail corridor and to support the
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BUDGET
The Town of Tonawanda is seeking $330,000 from the Niagara Greenway Commission for this
project. The Town will contribute in-kind services valued at $20,500 including project
management, labor and equipment necessary for installation of plantings, grant and contract
administration, and yearly operation and maintenance.
Planning
Includes professional architect/engineer to design
project and conduct construction inspection.
Construction
Includes materials and labor as follows:
Connectivity and Accessibility
$140,000
Wetlands, Landscaping, Signage
$80,000
Bicycle Amenities and Public Art
$70,000
Acquisition
Administration
Operation and Maintenance/Year

Total Project Cost
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Grant Request
$40,000

In-Kind
$9,000

$290,000

$
$
$

0
0
0

$4,000
$1,500

$330,000

$20,500

COMMUNITY AND GOVERNMENT
SUPPORT/INCLUSION
IN PLANNING DOCUMENTS
Reference to the Tonawanda Rails to Trails project and need for enhancements is an overriding
theme throughout the 2014 Town of Tonawanda Comprehensive Plan Update. Numerous
references are made to the need for the project and its resulting benefits. Highlighted pertinent
portions of the document and adopting resolution are included with this application as
Attachment 4.
Letters of support from a multitude of individuals and organizations are included in Attachment
5.
Community support for the trail project has been overwhelming. The project is included in
discussions as part of the Town’s Complete Streets initiative. The Complete Streets Committee
meets monthly and discussions are captured in the meeting minutes. The Town conducted a
public survey in 2016 that identified significant public support for the creation of additional trails
and trail amenities in the Town. The Tonawanda Rail Trail ribbon cutting ceremony was held on
August 11, 2016 and was captured and posted on Facebook that day. The Town Supervisor
reported on the event at the Town Board meeting on August 15, 2016. Buffalo News articles
chronicling the construction and opening of the trail are also included in Attachment 5.
The project will be developed, operated and maintained by the Town of Tonawanda. The
Buffalo Riverkeeper and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers will lend support regarding plant
selection and wetland enhancement. Artist(s) will be commissioned to create sculptures for
installation along the trail. A design consultant will be retained to design the enhancements and
inspect during construction. A vendor(s) will be retained to furnish and construct/install the
enhancements. The Town will provide support staff, in-kind labor and meeting space as
necessary.
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ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING/SEQR
COMPLIANCE
The land upon which the project will be implemented is owned by the NFTA, National Fuel Gas
and Erie County. Letters attesting to their approval and support for the project are included in
Attachment 6. Construction of the original trail is captured in an agreement between the Town
of Tonawanda, NFTA, Erie County and the City of Tonawanda. It is envisioned that this
document will be amended to include the scope of the enhancement project. A copy of the
executed agreement is also included in Attachment 6.
The project will be subject to SEQR and the Town of Tonawanda will serve as lead agency. It is
anticipated the project will be designated a Type I with a Negative Declaration. The Type I
designation is expected due to the permit required from Erie County to conduct work in their Rightof-Way on Englewood.
The project includes enhancement of 21 existing federal wetland areas totaling 2.09 acres as
identified in the Tonawanda Rail to Trails Wetland Delineation Report. Enhancements will
include plantings of native species with emphasis toward sustainability.
Photographs and conceptual plans, keyed to an overall map, are included in Attachment 7.

13

ATTACHMENT 1
Authorizing Resolution
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Town of Tonawanda Board

2919 Delaware Ave
Kenmore, NY 14217

Marguerite Greco, Town Clerk
Meeting: 10/31/16 05:00 PM
Department: Technical Support

RESOLUTION 2016-650

Approve and Authorize the Supervisor to Execute all
Documents Pertaining to a grant from the Niagara River
Greenway Commission to Design and Implement
Enhancements to the Tonawanda Rails to Trails Project in
Conjunction with Job 2665.1 and, Authorize Grantmakers
Advantage, Inc. to Prepare Said Application.
WHEREAS: The Town of Tonawanda is responsible for operation and maintenance of the
Tonawanda Rails to Trails project, and
WHEREAS: The trail has been overwhelmingly received by the public since opening earlier this
year, and
WHEREAS: The Town has identified various enhancements that would improve access to the
trail and the trail user’s experience, and
WHEREAS: Funding is needed for design and implementation to facilitate the Tonawanda Rails
to Trails Enhancement Project, Job 2665.1,
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that Grantmakers Advantage, Inc., the Town's grant
consultants, be authorized and directed to complete the necessary application, forms, etc. to be submitted
to the Niagara River Greenway Commission for the purpose of securing this grant, and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Supervisor be and hereby is authorized and directed to
execute all documents pertaining to the application and acquisition of said funding.
RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:

ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
John Bargnesi, Councilman
William Conrad, Councilman
Emminger, Bargnesi, Chimera, Conrad, Crangle

I do certify that I have compared the foregoing with the original minutes of the regular meeting of
the Town Board held on October 31, 2016 and that the foregoing is a true and correct transcript from said
original minutes and the whole thereof, and that the resolutions duly adopted by said Town Board are on
file in my office.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and seal of the said Town of Tonawanda,
Erie County, New York, this 1st day of November, 2016.
_____________________________
Marguerite Greco, Town Clerk
Town of Tonawanda, NY
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ATTACHMENT 2
Quadrangle Map
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Project Area Map
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ATTACHMENT 4
Planning Documents
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Motion: Adopt the 2014 Town of Tonawanda Comprehensive
Plan Update.
BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Board does hereby adopts the 2014 Town of Tonawanda
Comprehensive Plan Update and the new set of action items as provided to implement the Plan; and
WHEREAS, the Town of Tonawanda Comprehensive Plan Steering Committee in cooperation
with the Planning Board and Town Board conducted a thorough review and update of the 2005
Comprehensive Plan; revising and augmenting the Plan with up-to-date data, refined vision, goals and
objectives, and updated recommendations to guide growth and redevelopment in the foreseeable future;
and
WHEREAS, The 2014 Comprehensive Plan Update will serve as the basis for the Town's land
use and zoning decisions.
RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:

ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
John Bargnesi, Councilman
Daniel Crangle, Councilman
Caruana, Emminger, Crangle, Bargnesi, Chimera

I do certify that I have compared the foregoing with the original minutes of the regular meeting of
the Town Board held on May 04, 2015 and that the foregoing is a true and correct transcript from said
original minutes and the whole thereof, and that the resolutions duly adopted by said Town Board are on
file in my office.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and seal of the said Town of Tonawanda,
Erie County, New York, this 6th day of May, 2015.
_____________________________
Marguerite Greco, Town Clerk
Town of Tonawanda, NY
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ATTACHMENT 5
Letters of Support and News Articles
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TOWN OF TONAWANDA
2014 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE
Job No. 2655.1
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January 2015

Town of Tonawanda 2014 Comprehensive Plan Update
Objectives:
Preservation of Natural Resources
•

•
•

Provide for the preservation of waterways in the Town, including the
Niagara River, Ellicott Creek, Tonawanda Creek, Two Mile Creek and
Rattlesnake Creek, and maintain and undertake actions to improve their
water quality and habitat.
Recognize the value of remaining open space, including wetlands and
floodplains, as wildlife habitat and a community resource.
Provide attractive public parks, trails, streetscapes, linear parks and
waterfront amenities that take advantage of the environmental features
in the Town, and improve public access to these assets.

Reduce Impacts to Natural Resources
•
•

•

3.

Support and encourage continued progress with the remediation of
brownfields and former waste sites, and their appropriate reuse.
Promote efforts that recognize the importance and benefits of
environmental protection and sustainability, such as recycling and reuse, clean energy, reduced emissions, etc.
Continue to incorporate sustainable practices into Town government
and services.
How We Live
The high quality neighborhoods in Tonawanda contribute to
community character and quality of life for residents. The
housing stock is generally in good condition and offers
opportunities for individuals, young families and empty
nesters.

Goal 3 – Maintain and enhance the vitality of neighborhoods and
neighborhood centers, and retain a diverse stock of residential properties that
meets the needs of all residents
Objectives:
Housing
•

Encourage investment in existing homes, buildings and neighborhoods
to maintain their value and quality.
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Town of Tonawanda 2014 Comprehensive Plan Update

Public Hearing
A public hearing is required to provide an additional opportunity for the public
to review the proposed 2014 Comprehensive Plan Update and offer final input
prior to Town Board consideration of the Plan for adoption. This hearing also
satisfies SEQR review requirements.
Table II-1 Public Comments on Vision and Goals – April 22, 2014 Public Focus Meeting
Community Vision / Goals

Participant Responses

Community Vision - “To improve quality of life
and create a vibrant and sustainable community
in which the environmental, social, economic,
built and human capital collectively make the
Town one of the most attractive suburbs in Erie
County and New York State, through strategic
improvements to natural resources,
neighborhoods and housing, commercial and
industrial buildings and sites, and essential
infrastructure, services and amenities”.

Goal 1 – Maintain the safety, high quality of life,
public health and sustainability of our community

•
•
•

General consensus with the community vision (5)
Community vision is too general, not specific enough
Community vision should comment on Town
population and housing units

•
•

General consensus with Goal 1 (7)
Public safety is the #1 priority in our low to moderate
income neighborhoods
Maintain green space and biking amenities
Green space, particularly south of Brighton/Sheridan

•
•
•
•

Goal 2 – Support the preservation of
environmental features and the continued
remediation of former waste sites

•
•
•

Goal 3 – Maintain and enhance the vitality of
neighborhoods and neighborhood centers, and
retain a diverse stock of residential properties
that meets the needs of all residents

•

General consensus with Goal 3 (7)
The Town should be encouraging/promoting more
housing that is low-maintenance and affordable for
seniors and the disabled.
Key in enhancing neighborhoods is the town’s role in
streets and ground services – which are excellent.
Create parks or schools available to the public

•
•
•
•

General consensus with Goal 4 (7)
Promote brownfield development and IDA marketing
Make the Town more attractive to jobs creation
The Town needs to become less industrial

•
•

General consensus with Goal 5 (7)
Continue repurposing existing rails, trails, etc. for
bicyclists and pedestrians

•

Goal 4 – Promote smart, sustainable and wellplanned economic development opportunities.

Goal 5 – Promote a safe and efficient multimodal transportation system
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General consensus with Goal 2 (7)
Goal 2 is important because the former waste sites
have large footprints and are a significant potential
source of job creation.
Support redevelopment of the waterfront
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Woodward Avenue, then west to Sheridan Drive, connecting with the
Shoreline Trail at the foot of Sheridan Drive. This extension creates a loop
connecting a number of recreational assets in the Town. The trail connects
Fort Niagara with Gallagher Beach, and the GBNRTC is working with the
Niagara River Greenway Commission to fill the existing gaps in the trail.
•

Erie Canalway Trail – There is a multi-use recreational trail in the northern
portion of the Town, which runs through Ellicott Creek Park to Tonawanda
Creek Road, and along the route of the Erie Canal to the City of Tonawanda.
This trail is part of the Erie Canalway and connects to a trail system that runs
east into the Town of Amherst. In 2008, construction of the Tonawanda to
Amherst segment of the Canalway Trail was completed. This project
provided additional extensions of this trail system from the City of
Tonawanda to the Town of Amherst along the Erie Canal route. A portion of
the trail remains on-road along Creekside Drive. The Erie Canalway Trail is a
statewide trail system that follows the route of the Erie Canal and
connecting canal systems. Efforts are underway to complete missing
portions of the Canalway, and create a 524-mile continuous trail across the
State. One such missing piece is the connection between Amherst and
Lockport. The design will be completed in 2014 and construction is
anticipated to start in the spring of 2015.

•

Rails to Trails – The proposed Tonawanda Rail Trail will consist of 12-foot
wide paved asphalt recreational trail along the right-of-way of an unused
railroad corridor extending from Kenmore Avenue to State Street in the City
of Tonawanda. Refer to “Strategic Planning - Transportation
Improvements” in this section. Construction is anticipated to begin in 2015.

On-Street Bicycle Routes
In addition to off-street multi-use trails, certain local streets have been selected
for bicycle usage by the GBNRTC. In order to assist bicyclists to understand how
comfortable they might feel riding along one of the suggested routes, the
GBNRTC rates bicycle routes with a Bicycle Level of Service (BLOS). These
ratings are based on a quantitative formula that takes into account a number of
factors including the surface condition of the road, the width of the shoulder,
posted speed, percentage trucks, existence of parked cars, frequently of sewer
grates and the adjacent land use (e.g. commercial vs. residential). The ratings
are an average for the section analyzed, and if a section contains marked
designated bicycle lanes then these sections are not calculated with a BLOS. The
formula generates an A to F rating system where A indicates the route is a “ride
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in the park” and F indicates the riding the route will “feel that your life is in
danger”. Table III-14 illustrates the ratings, as follows:

Table III-14:
A
B
C
D
E
F

Bicycle Level of Service
Suitable
Caution Advised
Caution Advised
Caution Advised
Extreme Caution - Experienced cyclists
Extreme Caution - Experienced cyclists

The existing bike routes along Military Road, Ensminger Road, Kenmore Avenue,
Parker Boulevard, Ellicott Creek Road and the northern portion of Colvin
Boulevard (in the vicinity of Brighton Park) were rated by the GBNRTC in 2009
and are all classified as “caution advised”. These routes are included on a twocounty “Bicycle Route Guide” map issued by the Greater Buffalo- Niagara
Regional Transportation Council to encourage greater bicycle usage in the
region. There are currently no plans to assess which routes could be improved
to make bicycling more comfortable within the town.

6.

Public Transportation

Transit services in the Town of Tonawanda are provided by the Niagara Frontier
Transportation Authority (NFTA), which offers a number of bus routes
throughout the community. The Town is relatively well served by bus routes
that provide access to downtown Buffalo, and has more transit access than
most suburban communities. However, there is a shortage of east-west
oriented routes. While there is no light rail service directly located in the Town,
Tonawanda benefits from service between downtown Buffalo and the
University at Buffalo South Campus, from which continuation bus service is
available. In addition, the NFTA owns the rail right-of-way (location of the
proposed Tonawanda Rail Trail), which traverses the Town connecting the City
of Buffalo and the City of Tonawanda. Table III-15 summarizes the existing bus
routes in the Town of Tonawanda.
In 2013 the NFTA commenced an alternatives analysis and draft environmental
impact statement exploring transit options to enhance transit service between
the SUNY University at Buffalo (UB) Main Street Campus and the Cross Point
development complex, in the Town of Amherst. While still in the early stages of
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the project, it is understood that the only study alternative located in the Town
of Tonawanda will be bus rapid transit (BRT) along a route following Niagara
Falls Boulevard at the Town’s eastern border.
Table III-15: NFTA Bus Routes Serving Town of Tonawanda
Route 5 –
Niagara

The route operates between downtown Buffalo and University Metro Rail Station via
Kenmore Ave and Niagara Street. The route provides service along Kenmore Avenue.

Route 11 –
Colvin

In the Town of Tonawanda, route runs along Colvin Boulevard, with a loop to Paramount
Parkway, and to downtown City of Buffalo. The “D” bus continues north to Tonawanda
Industrial Park.
In the Town of Tonawanda, route generally runs along Elmwood Avenue. At Sheridan Dr.
the route makes a right turn and a left onto Delaware Road to the Orchard Loop.

Route 20 –
Elmwood
Route 25 –
Delaware
Route 35Sheridan
Route 34Niagara Falls
Boulevard

In the Town of Tonawanda, routes generally run along Delaware Avenue.
Route operates between downtown Buffalo and the Main and Niagara Transit Center in the
City of Tonawanda.
In the Town and City of Tonawanda, route runs along Sheridan Drive and Military Road, and
extends to the Riverside neighborhood in Buffalo. To the East, this route provides service to
the UB North Campus, Flint Circle and Coventry Road.
In the Town of Tonawanda, route runs along Niagara Falls Boulevard and extends to East
Robinson Road in Amherst on the north, with a loop east to Sweet Home Rd and the
Audubon Industrial Park. Another loop provides access to the Boulevard Mall and
Northtown Plaza in Amherst. Southern terminus is the University Metro Rail Station.

Route 61-N – A commuter route that operates from the City of Tonawanda, at Main and Niagara Streets,
Tonawanda
continuing south on Delaware Avenue to the Youngmann Expressway (I-290) to downtown
Express
Buffalo.
Route 79 –
Tonawanda
Express

A commuter route that runs along Knoche Road and Elmwood Avenue in the Town of
Tonawanda. Northern terminus is in North Tonawanda. Express service south of Amherst
Street to downtown Buffalo.
Source: NFTA, 2013

7.

Rail

Rail access in the Town of Tonawanda is superior to that of most suburban
communities. All active rail lines are located in the western portion of the
Town, serving industrial businesses and Amtrak.
A CSX mainline runs along Military Road from the City of Buffalo to the City of
Tonawanda, with several overhead and two public and one private at-grade
crossings in the Town. CSX operates the Kenmore rail yard, which is located
between Kenmore Avenue and Woodward Avenue. Numerous rail spurs
extend west from the CSX mainline into the industrial waterfront area of the
Town. Several industrial users have rail sidings and use rail to ship products or
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supplies. Rail corridors in the eastern portion of the Town are no longer active,
including the future Tonawanda Rail Trail corridor.

8.

Strategic Planning - Transportation Improvements

The Greater Buffalo Niagara Regional Transportation Council (GBNRTC), in
cooperation with the NYSDOT, establishes the transportation improvement
program, or “TIP” for all communities in the two-county region. As part of the
GBNRTC’s long-range planning mandate, the TIP includes all federally funded
transportation projects being considered for implementation over a five-year
period. The current TIP covers Federal Fiscal Years 2014-2018 and includes 260
transportation projects totaling $680 million.
•

Rails to Trails – The Tonawanda Rail Trail project (575684) is underway by
the Erie County and the NFTA. The project involves of the construction of a
12-foot wide paved asphalt recreational trail on the former rail bed of an
unused railroad corridor. The existing rail path to be converted to the trail
extends from Kenmore Avenue to State Street in the City of Tonawanda.
The proposed trail will connect with the North Buffalo Rails to Trail project
(575683) south of the Town, and extend through the City of Tonawanda to
connect to the Erie Canalway Trail, which links to the Shoreline Trail. The
Tonawanda portion of the trail will create a recreational loop in the Town,
complete gaps in the local trails network, and link to other town recreation
spots such as Lincoln Park, Kenney Field, the Ken-Ton YMCA and Cardinal
O’Hara High School. Design was completed in 2014 and construction is
anticipated to start in the spring of 2015.

•

Kenmore Avenue Reconstruction – Design for the Kenmore Avenue project
(575718) is underway through an Intermunicipal/Shared Cost Agreement
between Erie County and the City of Buffalo. The City of Buffalo is the
project lead. The project was originally intended to reconstruct Kenmore
Avenue between Main Street and Elmwood Avenue with the primary goals
of upgrading the infrastructure, improving upon the safety and operation of
vehicular and pedestrian facilities, and streetscaping improvements to
revitalize the corridor. However, due to a reduction in federal aid available
to the region, the project scope of work was reduced. The western
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terminus was moved to Fairfield Avenue and the project will combine both
full reconstruction in sections and mill and overlay in others. As a result of
the change in scope, in 2013, Erie County completed overlay of both sides of
Kenmore Avenue between Fairfield Avenue and Colvin Boulevard, and the
City of Buffalo completed the overlay between Colvin Boulevard and
Elmwood Avenue in 2014.
•

I-290 Bridge Reconstruction projects (combined 558044 and 558045) –
Multiple bridges on I-290 Expressway within the Town of Tonawanda are
scheduled for replacement. The first two planned bridge projects involve
the bridges over Military Road and Delaware Avenue. Although the current
TIP lists the Delaware Avenue and Military Road bridge projects separately,
it is understood that they have since been combined into one project. This
work is anticipated to cause traffic congestion during the construction
phase, as lanes will have to be closed and traffic re-routed during the work.
Construction is estimated to start in 2015. The NYSDOT is also proposing
reconstruction of the bridges over Parker Road and the NFTA right-of-way.

The NYSDOT plans to repave every State highway within the 10-year planning
horizon. Table III-16 illustrates proposed projects on the TIP within the Town of
Tonawanda through 2018. The Town of Tonawanda should coordinate its
desired improvements with the NYSDOT efforts in order to maximize the
potential for the NYSDOT include appropriate amenities or changes in lane
markings.
Table III-16: Proposed Transportation Projects, 2014-2018
Project Location

Project Type

Tonawanda Rail Trails

Trail construction

Kenmore Avenue
(Starin Avenue to
Main Street)
I-290 over RT 265
(Military Road)
I-290 Bridges over
RT 384 (Delaware Road)

Roadway
infrastructure,
maintenance
Bridge
reconstruction
Bridge
reconstruction

Project
Number
575684

Construction
Cost (Est.)
$2.695 million

575718

$7.26 million

558044

$7.4 Million

558045

$6.935

Est. Start
Date
Spring
2015
Spring
2015
Winter
2014
Spring
2015

Agency
Erie Co.,
NFTA
City of Buffalo,
Erie Co.
NYSDOT
NYSDOT

Source: GBNRTC “Transportation Improvement Program” (May 2013)
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9.

Strategic Planning – Long-range Planning

The GBNRTC has approved a 2035 Long-range Plan and is finalizing a 2040
Metropolitan Transportation Plan Update anticipated for mid-2014. Goals
guiding long-term transportation planning by the GBNRTC focus on preserving
the existing roadway network, improving mobility and accessibility, and
supporting economic development. Overall, approximately 70% of funds will be
dedicated to maintaining existing infrastructure in Erie and Niagara Counties.
The GBNRTC 2040 Metropolitan Transportation Plan outlines major proposed
transportation projects for the next 25 years. Two of the proposed projects are
located in, or may have a direct impact on, the transportation network in the
Town of Tonawanda. In support of transit expansion, the agency proposes both
the “Buffalo-Amherst Corridor Transit Enhancements” project (approximately
$200 million) and a “Tonawanda Corridor High Transit Enhancements” project
(approximately $59 million). As discussed above, the NFTA is currently focused
on an alternatives analysis of transit options in the Buffalo to Amherst corridor.
The Tonawanda Corridor is envisioned from the LaSalle Station to the City of
Tonawanda using the existing right-of-way along the former rail corridor in the
Town of Tonawanda (which is currently proposed for the Tonawanda Rail Trail
project). There are no immediate plans to evaluate transit alternatives in this
corridor, and no funding has been secured for this project at this time.
According to discussions with the GBNRTC, there is a possibility that the
Tonawanda Corridor may be dropped from the 2040 MTP Update before it is
finalized. The agency also proposes the “South Grand Island Bridge” project,
which would involve the construction of a new six-lane bridge to address
congestion issues, at an estimated cost of $400 million. Other projects that may
have an impact on the Town of Tonawanda include:
•
•

H.

Area wide Signalization upgrades (estimated at $27.5 million throughout the
region), and
Intersection Improvements (estimated at $22 million).

COMMUNITY FACILITIES and CULTURAL RESOURCES

The Town of Tonawanda has a variety of community facilities and cultural
resources. These facilities and resources contribute to the quality of life of the
community. This section of the inventory provides a brief listing of these assets.
Key municipal facilities are shown on Map 7 - Existing Public Facilities. Parks and
school grounds that provide neighborhood open space are shown on Map 4 –
Neighborhoods and Parks.
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•

2.

The GBNRTC’s Long-Range Transportation Plan includes area-wide
signalization upgrades and intersection improvements.
Public Transportation

•

Compared to most suburban communities in Western New York,
Tonawanda has good access to public transit service. However, bus service
is still limited, particularly east-west oriented service. There are no planned
service expansions or major route changes for the bus system. Job access is
a priority of the Niagara Frontier Transportation Authority (NFTA) and the
agency is working on being able to provide more flexible transit options for
concentrations of employment. They are also considering rerouting some
routes in the waterfront industrial area to provide site access for new
business development, which has been identified as a need in this area.

•

The Town is looking to increase public transit ridership. The NFTA is to the
existing system, and is working on improving public transit
facilities/amenities in an effort to achieve this goal:
o The NFTA is adding bike racks to all buses, which improves
access to the bus routes and enhances connectivity throughout
the Town and region.
o The NFTA is implementing a pilot project along the Niagara
Street corridor that uses new “next bus” technology and signal
prioritization, and is looking into areas to implement this
program. “Next bus” technology will assist riders by displaying
the arrival time of the next bus on an electronic sign in the bus
shelter. Signal prioritization will allow a sensor on a bus
approaching an intersection to electronically send a signal to
extend the green light, which will allow the buses to develop
faster runs and increase the chance of being on schedule.
o Considering relocating certain bus stops to the far side of the
intersection to improve traffic movements.
o Upgraded bus shelters

Depiction of a “Far Side” bus stop

•

The NFTA is currently conducting an alternatives analysis of transit options
to enhance rapid transit service between the SUNY University at Buffalo
Main Street campus and the Cross Point development in the Town of
Amherst. While the alternatives analysis is not yet complete, it is
understood that one of the options under consideration is bus rapid transit
service along Niagara Falls Boulevard. It is also understood that none of the
light rail alternatives being studied is located in the Town of Tonawanda.

•

The Tonawanda-Niagara Falls Corridor High Quality Transit Improvement
project is intended to fill future public transit needs by utilizing NFTA’s
existing right-of-way. While the Tonawanda Rail Trail is being designed to
utilize the former rail bed, the right-of-way will also be available to
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accommodate future multi-modal facilities and transit service within this
former rail corridor.
3.

Connectivity and / Complete Streets

•

The pedestrian bridge over Sheridan Drive sees minimal traffic and is in
disrepair. Recent biennial bridge inspections indicate meeting
recommended construction safety standards continues to be a challenge.
The pedestrian bridge is not ADA compliant. The bridge has extensive
corrosion and deterioration throughout the structure and will either need to
undergo significant maintenance and repairs or be demolished. If the bridge
is to be demolished, an alternative pedestrian crossing or accommodations
should be provided on Sheridan Drive.

•

The Town has requested that the NYSDOT examine the potential for width
reduction that would reduce crossing lengths for pedestrians. A highintensity activated crosswalk beacon (HAWK) type pedestrian signal and/or
pedestrian refuge median are options for this location.

•

Sheridan Drive is a busy, major thoroughfare and is cited by pedestrians as
difficult to cross in most locations. Alternative pedestrian crossings or
accommodations are desired to improve pedestrian safety. Sheridan Drive
is a corridor where the need to move traffic efficiently conflicts with the
need for safe access to surrounding
neighborhoods.

•

The Town has provided a conceptual
“road diet” plan to the NYSDOT for
the section of Sheridan Drive that is
located between Military Road and
Belmont Avenue. This would entail
the conversion of the current outside
westbound and eastbound travel lanes
on Sheridan Drive (which is an eightlane highway in the area) into
separated bike lanes (referred to as
cycle tracks). In addition to the road
diet, the Town is also interested in
exploring the conversion of the raised

Example of a HAWK traffic
signal.

landscape median for bio-retention
that could address stormwater
management issues currently
experienced in this section of the
roadway. The rain garden premise
would ideally be integrated into the
pedestrian refuge island at the crossing.
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Example of a “road diet” implemented in
the Village of Great Neck, NY. The road
was converted from a two-lane one-way
road to a two-lane two-way road with a
new aesthetic, easier and safer crossing
for pedestrians, and a number of traffic
calming measures. Source: NYSDOT
Complete Streets Report, 2014
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•

The bike and pedestrian trail network is an important asset. Eliminating
gaps in the off-road and multi-use trail networks and connecting
recreational assets is a priority for the Town. The recently completed
Sherwood-Two Mile Creek Greenway Trail project and the Tonawanda Rail
Trail project (currently underway) address these objectives. The Town
proposed Sheridan Drive road diet project would link the Tonawanda Rail
Trail to the new Sherwood Greenway/Two Mile Creek Greenway. The
network of existing and proposed multiuse trails is depicted on Map 6.

•

Bikeways are a priority of the GBNRTC and are becoming expected by the
public. The GBNRTC is promoting the establishment of a fully connected
shoreline corridor from the Village of Youngstown to the Town of Brant. The
Shoreline Trail in Tonawanda is part of this trail system, and provides local
residents with excellent access to the entire Lake Erie-Niagara River- Erie
Canal shoreline. The Shoreline Trail is part of the larger Great Lakes Seaway
Trail system.

•

The Riverwalk, a section of the Shoreline Trail through the Town of
Tonawanda, is a valuable waterfront asset that provides recreation and
aesthetic benefits. While this portion of the Shoreline Trail is complete, it is
older and nearing time for a resurfacing. It would also benefit from
additional amenities (e.g. – shelters, water, restrooms, etc.) in order to
obtain the “world class” objective, as desired by the Niagara River Greenway
Commission. Recommendations for this trail are included in the Waterfront
Corridor Landscape Plan.

•

The on-road portion of the Erie Canalway Trail on Creekside Drive creates a
significant gap in the off-road trial system.

•

Delaware Avenue was recently restriped in the Village of Kenmore. The
Town desires to have Delaware Avenue and Sheridan Drive reviewed for a
“Complete Streets” approach for a more pedestrian friendly facility. The
NYSDOT repaves State roads periodically; therefore, the Town should
coordinate these improvements with the State to properly schedule
necessary improvements. NYSDOT may regulate speed and construct
narrower lanes to accommodate amenities, i.e., bike lanes, sidewalks, etc.

•

The Town has an excellent sidewalk system. Most of the Town has
sidewalks, making it easier to walk to nearby services or destinations.
However, in some areas existing sidewalks are in disrepair and/or should be
upgraded to be compliant with the requirements of the American
Disabilities Act (ADA). The Town desires a better funding mechanism and
continuity in capital project planning for sidewalks. The Town has a sidewalk
program for replacing sidewalks, if damage is related to Town-owned trees
of sewer or waterline repairs. The Code does not address maintenance of
existing ramps or tree pruning over sidewalks, nor does it provide adequate
standards for sidewalk replacement.
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•

There are a few areas in Town where “Florida sidewalks” are a problem. In
these areas, there is no tree lawn (vegetated strip) between the walk and
the curb. They are very hard to keep clear of snow, and can be a safety
hazard. Additionally, sidewalks of this type invite vehicular conflict and are
used for parking (lack of visual separation between sidewalk and travel
lane).

•

New Federally funded transportation projects must include ADA Compliant
pedestrian facilities. The Town can look back at planned and designed
projects to ensure this standard is met.

•

Town is heavily dependent on automobiles for access to goods and services.
While residents can walk to some recreational facilities and services in
nearby commercial nodes, most residents cannot walk to work. Tonawanda
residents have expressed strong desire for better streets, connectivity, and
walkability. There is a need for improved non-automotive connections and
access between residential neighborhoods and services/amenities.

•

As Town residents become more health conscious, and as bicycle use is
increasing in the Town (due in part to the continued development of offroad multi-use trails and bike routes), there is a need for supporting bicycle
accommodations. As the Town improves and increases the availability of
trails and other bicycling facilities, there is a coincident need for bicyclefriendly amenities such as bike racks and lockers, park-and-bike lots and trail
head facilities. The provision of such amenities would promote bicycling as
a commuting option, as a greater recreational past time, and would enhance
conditions for current bicyclists. Capital and maintenance projects on
streets need to consider these uses.

•

The GBNRTC has designated bicycle routes throughout the region, including
several in the Town of Tonawanda. All of the designated routes in
Tonawanda are located on-road, which means that bicyclists must share the
roadway with cars and trucks. Many of these routes could be improved,
through better markings that more clearly distinguish the bicycle lane from
the automobile lanes.

•

The Town will improve its pedestrian accommodations, aesthetic image, and
support economic development through streetscape projects along major
corridors, enhanced landscaping and design standards, and targeted
projects designed to increase the attractiveness of the Town. Such projects
would include targeted upgrades of commercial centers through façade
programs, creation of gateways and/or pocket parks, public artwork and
other efforts to improve appearances.
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•

Certain pedestrian improvements will increase accessibility. Crosswalks are
needed across busy streets, particularly where there is a great deal of
pedestrian activity. Priority areas for crosswalks are areas where there are
major destinations or activity centers, such popular retail centers, schools,
parks, the YMCA or apartment buildings.

•

Improved pedestrian accommodations should be incorporated into site
design and implemented through review of site plans for proposed
commercial development. Site plans should show connectivity
through non-vehicular means. There should be clear passageways for
pedestrians through parking lots. Features such as benches, bus stops,
sidewalks, greenspace and landscaping can help improve the aesthetics of a
roadway corridor, enhancing pedestrian access and promoting safety.

F.

SERVICES WE NEED TO LIVE, WORK, PLAY

The Town provides a number of services, facilities and activities to residents that
are important to everyday life. These include community facilities, such as parks
and playgrounds, senior services, public safety and emergency services, solid
waste collection and recycling, street lighting, highway repair and snow removal
services, and public water and sewer infrastructure. The police and emergency
services are rated high by Town residents. The quality of the Town’s public
services is one of the reasons why people move to, and remain in, the
community. However, a number of Town facilities are in need of repair or
improvement, and this comes at an increasing cost. The Town is facing decisions
regarding the continued provision of certain amenities and services, and there is
a growing need for an evaluation of expenditures required to provide these
services.
The analysis of existing conditions with respect to public services offers the
following.
1.

Community Facilities

•

There are over 700 acres of parkland in the Town of which 368 acres are in
golf courses. Town parks, as well as the Erie County parks (Ellicott Creek and
Isle View), are quality amenities that receive heavy use by Town residents
and others.

•

The waterfront offers opportunities for additional recreational amenities,
particularly on the Cherry Farm Park property (a remediated brownfield)
that will offer shoreline access. It is important to continue to provide a
comprehensive system of amenities that benefit Town residents. The
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•

The Town should adopt a “Complete Streets” policy in order to:
o

better integrate its public transportation and infrastructure
resources into the context of the neighborhoods,

o

enhance walkability and functional access for all users of the
public right-of-way, including improved pedestrian and bicycle
accommodations,

o

increase connectivity of neighborhoods with retail and
commercial services, employment centers and the waterfront,

o

Ensure that County and State projects comply with Town
policies.

•

Furthermore, adopting a “Complete Streets” policy, could reduce traffic
congestion, improve public safety and reduce dependency on automobiles.

•

Design measures should balance all legal uses of the street and right-of-way.

•

Continue to study problem intersections and access management
opportunities along Niagara Falls Boulevard, Sheridan Drive, Delaware
Avenue and other commercial corridors.

•

The Town should encourage the regional entities to undertake these
improvements identified in the GBNRTC’s Long-Range Transportation Plan,
including area-wide signalization upgrades and intersection improvements.

•

Institute access management requirements along major roadways where
appropriate such as Sheridan Drive, Niagara Falls Boulevard, Delaware
Avenue, Kenmore Avenue and possibly Military Road. These measures
include:
o

Limit or reduce the number of curb cuts/drive ways allowed for
an individual parcel and limiting turning movements to reduce
congestion resulting from cars turning into and out of the travel
lanes.

o

Encouraging adjacent properties to share driveways.

o

Requiring interconnected parking lots and cross access (ability
to get from one parking lot to adjacent properties) where
feasible as a means to limit multiple ingress/egress points along
roads.
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•

o

Encourage coherent on-site circulation patterns that enable
motorists and pedestrians to move safely and easily through the
site (clearly marked lanes, walkways, signage and landscaping
islands to direct traffic).

o

Limit the number of driveways allowed for one parcel, and

o

Control driveway spacing to minimize conflict points.

•

Work with the County, NYSDOT and GBNRTC on providing additional
bicycle accommodations, such as bike racks and lockers, park-and-bike
lots for bicyclists at key activity centers and trail heads.

•

To provide improvements to on-road bicycle facilities, through better
markings that clearly distinguish bicycle facilities, future paving and
reconstruction projects should consider enhancing bicycle access,
awareness, and safety by:
o

Incorporate “sharrows” to help convey to motorists and
bicyclists that they must share the lanes in which they are
operating.

o

Reducing travel lanes where appropriate to allow:
 5-foot bike lane where there is a curbed shoulder
 4-foot bike lane where there is an open shoulder

As future road reconstruction projects are planned, consider:
o
o
o
o

Context sensitive design
Pedestrian/bicycle improvements in the form of sidewalks or off
road multiuse paths
Streetscaping
Comprehensive design of utilities and ancillary facilities

•

Continue implementing connectivity improvements between the
Tonawanda waterfront, the Riverwalk section of the Shoreline Trail in the
Town, and adjacent connecting trail systems. Extension of this trail system
region-wide, through the Niagara River Greenway initiative, is a priority of
New York State. This trail system links to the Erie Canalway Trail in the City
of Tonawanda, and will eventually connect to a trail system located along
the Lake Erie shoreline in the South Towns.

•

Encourage the future extension of the Tonawanda Rail Trail project north
through the City of Tonawanda and south to the City of Buffalo LaSalle
Station, to better support and the regional trail system.
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•

The Town should request that Erie County include resurfacing in its
maintenance plan for the Riverwalk section of the Shoreline Trail in the
Town of Tonawanda.

•

As part of the regional Shoreline Trail system, the Riverwalk should be also
be upgraded with needed amenities (e.g. – shelters, water, restrooms, etc.)
in order to obtain the “world class” objective, as desired by the Niagara
River Greenway Commission.

•

Complete the planning and design of loops and gaps in the off-road
recreational trail system, depicted in Map 6 - Transportation Alternatives
and Connectivity Plan.

•

The Town should continue working with key stakeholders (private, NYSDOT,
NYSTA, and Erie County) in implementing the design concepts in the
Waterfront Corridors Landscape Plan.

•

The Planning Board should adopt the design recommendations in the
Waterfront Corridors Landscape Plan as another tool to use in reviewing site
plans for future redevelopment in the waterfront areas.

•

The Town should continue to support the inclusion of full roadway
reconstruction (including complete streets techniques) of Kenmore Avenue,
from Fairfield Avenue to Military Road, on the TIP.

•

Coordinate with the NYSDOT to ensure the proposed Sheridan Drive and
Niagara Falls Boulevard signal coordination projects include updated LED
lights, balanced signal timing plans and countdown pedestrian timers.

•

The Town should coordinate with NYSDOT to facilitate an examination of
the Sheridan Drive corridor to identify locations where pedestrian
accommodations could be improved. If the pedestrian bridge over Sheridan
Drive is removed in the future, alternative pedestrian accommodations for
crossing Sheridan Drive should be provided. The Town should coordinate
with the NYSDOT to examine the potential for width reduction in that
section and use of a high-intensity activated crosswalk beacon (HAWK) type
pedestrian signal and/or pedestrian refuge median at this location.

•

The Town should coordinate with the NYSDOT to achieve implementation of
a “road diet” plan for the section of Sheridan Drive that is located between
East Park Drive and Belmont Avenue. This would reallocate travel lanes and
provide enhanced pedestrian/bicycle accommodations.

•

Once the NYSTA implements its pilot project to install all-electronic tolling
(AET) at three downstate locations, the Town should coordinate with the
NYSTA to explore similar electronic tolling at the Grand Island Bridges.
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WORKFORCE, BUSINESS ENVIRONMENT
AND ECONOMIC BASE
Item

Action

Impact

Cost

Type of Action

Responsible
Parties

Potential Funding
Source

ED-1

Complete construction, and market the North
Youngmann Commerce Center

High

High

Economic
Development

Town Board; ECIDA;
Buffalo Niagara
Enterprise; Private
Sector

NYS Market New York
program;
Private;
National Grid

ED-2

Encourage the build-out and marketing of
remaining parcels at the Riverview Solar
Technology

High

High

Economic
Development

ECIDA; Empire State
Development;
Private Sector

NYSERDA; NYS Market
New York program;
Private

ED-3

Encourage the extension of Riverwalk Parkway

High

High

Planning; Capital
Investment

Private

ED-4

Implement trails improvements and complete
gaps in off-road trails that link waterfront and
activity centers

High

Medi
um

Planning; Capital
Investment

ED-5

Prepare a Marketing Package to enhance the
Town image and attract businesses

High

Medi
um

Education,
marketing,
outreach

Town Highway
Department;
Planning Board;
Technical Support
Department; Erie
County Highway;
Private Sector
Town Highway
Department; Youth,
Parks and Recreation
Department; Erie
County Parks and
Recreation
Department
Chamber of
Commerce; Private
sector

ED-6

Implement the economic development
recommendations in the LWRP and 2014
Waterfront Land Use Plan

High

Medi
um

Planning

Planning Board;
Town Board

NA
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Erie County;
NYSOPRHP;
FHA; NYSDOT; Private

US Economic
Development
Administration (EDA)
Technical Assistance;
NYS
Market New York

Town of Tonawanda Comprehensive Plan Update
HOW WE MOVE – TRANSPORTATION
- Connectivity and Complete Streets
Item

Action

Impact

Cost

C&C-1

Ensure crosswalks are installed at key locations

High

Medium

C&C-2

Develop access management standards

High

Low

C&C-3

Adopt a Complete Streets Policy

High

C&C-4

Brighton Park Connector- design and construction to
link Brighton Park with Tonawanda Rail Trail,
Crestmont Trail and Ellicott Creek Park Trail -

C&C-5

Type of Action

Responsible
Parties

Potential
Funding
Source
NYSDOT; Erie
County;
General Fund
NA

Planning;
Capital
Investment
Planning;
Legislative

Town Highway
Department; Erie
County; NYSDOT
Planning Board; Town
Board; NYSDOT

Low

Planning;
Legislative

Planning Board; Town
Board; Engineering Technical Support
Department

NA

Medium

High

Planning;
Capital
investment

Town Highway
Department; Technical
Support Department ;
Youth, Parks and
Recreations; Erie
County

NYSDOT; FHA

Design and construct trails through Riverview Solar
Technology Park and other priority access areas

Medium

Medium
to High

Planning;
Capital
Investment

Town Highway
Department; Technical
Support Department ;
Youth, Parks and
Recreation; Private
Sector

Private

C&C-6

Brighton Road Trailway - design and construct bike
lane linking Kenney Field Loop with Delaware Road

Medium

Medium

Planning;
Capital
investment

Town Highway
Department; Technical
Support Department;
Erie County

Erie County;
General Fund

C&C-7

Lehigh Valley Rail trail - coordinate with Town of
Amherst to design and construct along existing rightof-way

Medium

Medium

Planning;
Capital
investment

Town Highway
Department; Technical
Support Department;
Youth, Parks and
Recreations; Erie
County

NYSDOT; FHA
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HOW WE MOVE – TRANSPORTATION
- Connectivity and Complete Streets
Item

Action

Impact

Cost

Type of Action

Responsible
Parties

Potential
Funding
Source
NYSDOT; FHA

C&C-8

Provide/improve pedestrian and bicycle
accommodations to increase connectivity of
neighborhoods with retail areas and the waterfront

Medium

Medium
to High

Planning;
Capital
Investment

Planning Board;
Technical Support
Department ; Town
Highway Department

C&C-9

Support east-west linkages between parks and school
properties in Kenmore to Lincoln Park Trail.

Low

Low

Planning;
Capital
investment

Town Highway
Department; Technical
Support Department;
Youth, Parks and
Recreation; GBNRTC

General Fund

C&C-10

Erie Canalway Trail - design and construct missing
portion of off-road trail along Creekside Drive

Medium

Medium

Planning;
Capital
investment

Technical Support
Department; Erie
County

Erie County;
NYSDOT;
General Fund

Notes on ‘Impact’:
• High:
significantly transforms the ‘Topic Area
• Medium: significantly enhances an existing initiative in the ‘Topic Area
• ‘Low’:
continued administration (review, maintain, update) of existing initiatives in the ‘Topic Area
Notes on ‘Cost’:
• High:
significant time and resources to implement, relative to ‘Topic Area
• Medium: moderate time and resources to implement, relative to ‘Topic Area
• ‘Low’:
less time and fewer resources to implement, relative to ‘Topic Area
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November 8, 2016
Supervisor Joseph H. Emminger
Town of Tonawanda
2919 Delaware Avenue
Kenmore, NY 14217
Dear Mr. Emminger,
Buffalo Niagara RIVERKEEPER supports the Town of Tonawanda’s application
to the Niagara River Greenway Commission for funding to expand connections
to the Tonawanda Rail Trail and to enhance the existing linear wetlands within
the former railroad right-of-way.
The trail is wildly popular largely because of the beauty of its vegetated corridor.
Enhancing these wetlands will boost the diversity and beauty of the landscape.
The proposed invasive species management, augmented with native wetland
plantings, will foster landscape resiliency. Additional signage will provide an
excellent opportunity to engage trail users, encouraging stewardship by educating
users about these unique landscape features. Most important, improving the
health of these wetlands can create a north-south network of pollinator pathways
spanning the entire Town.
We believe that this project not only will promote community health and wellbeing but also will contribute to the ecosystem health of the former rail corridor.
We applaud the Town’s choice to combine wetland enhancement with the
proposed trail improvements.
Sincerely,

John Lutz, R.L.A., LEED AP
Program Director
Buffalo Niagara RIVERKEEPER
Cc: Jill Jedlicka, Renata Kraft; Matt Mattison (via email only)
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November 8, 2016
Board of Directors
A. Joseph Scott III, Chair
Richard Remmer, Vice Chair
Alan Vincent, Vice Chair
Edward Bergstraesser, Secretary
David F. Shaffer, Treasurer
David Bronston
B. Deborah Cohen
James C. Dawson
Veronica Fitzgerald
Robert Geraci
Charles A. Goldberger
Kristen Heath
John G. Hunter
Alex Jarman
Robert J. Kafin
Seymour H. Knox IV
Kevin M. Lanahan
George Lence
Charlie Lester
Richard P. Morse
Judith C. Mower
David Reisfield
Alexander T. Rogers
Susan C. Stashower
Michael Tannen
Megan E. Toohey
Alfredo Torres
Anastasia Wincorn

Advisory Council
Edward A. Ames
Kent L. Barwick
Anne Perkins Cabot
Joan K. Davidson
Douglas Durst
John Hanna, Jr.
Barnabas McHenry
Lynden B. Miller
Frederick Osborn III
Larry Rockefeller
Anne Sidamon-Eristoff
Diana L. Taylor
Robin Dropkin
Executive Director

Joseph H. Emminger
Supervisor
Town of Tonawanda
2919 Delaware Avenue
Kenmore, New York 14217
Dear Mr. Emminger:
Parks & Trails New York (PTNY) strongly supports the Town of Tonawanda’s application to the
Niagara River Greenway for a grant to complete enhancements to the popular Tonawanda Rail
Trail. We have been supportive of the development of this trail since 2004 when we worked with
stakeholders as part of PTNY’s Healthy Trails, Healthy People program. We learned the
importance of the Tonawanda Rail Trail as an off-road connection between neighborhoods,
schools, parks, and businesses during this work.
These latest proposed enhancements, which include the installation of 13 additional connecting
paths to neighborhood streets, ADA accessibility upgrades, and wayfinding signage, are
especially important for establishing this trail as a significant community asset. Many of the
enhancements the Town of Tonawanda is proposing to the Tonawanda Rail Trail, including
bicycle vending machines, repair stations, and interactive counting devices, are innovative on
both the state and national level, ensuring that this trail will receive substantial recognition once
the enhancements are complete.
Communities across New York State are just starting to realize what the Town of Tonawanda
already knows about trails -- they not only serve as an ideal place to go for a family bicycle ride
or walk, but they also lead to economic development opportunities and have public health
benefits. Research confirms that where residents have easy access to recreational resources like
trails, they are more physically active. Finding additional means for people to be physically active
is especially important in Erie County. Recent data indicates that Erie County ranks second for
the number of overweight or obese adults of any county in New York State with almost 63% of
the total adult population considered obese.
Similarly, in addition to bringing more recreational opportunities for Tonawanda residents,
proposed enhancements to the Tonawanda Rail Trail, such as public art and more trailhead
parking, will certainly create a regionally-renowned destination and establish important linkages
to the cross-state Erie Canalway Trail, which is locally known as the Shoreline Trail. In fact,
according to PTNY’s 2014 economic impact report on the Erie Canalway Trail, more than 1.6
million annual visits to the trail result in over $250 million in spending across the corridor.
PTNY strongly supports the Town of Tonawanda’s Niagara River Greenway application to
enhance the already-popular Tonawanda Rail Trail. Please let me know if we can provide any
additional information regarding this exciting project.
Sincerely,

29 Elk Street
Albany, NY 12207
P 518.434.1583
F 518.427.0067
www.ptny.org
ptny@ptny.org

Robin Dropkin
Executive Director
cc: James B. Jones
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November 8, 2016
Board of Directors
Anthony Armstrong
Gin Armstrong
Dr. Michael Cropp

Joseph H. Emminger
Supervisor
Town of Tonawanda
2919 Delaware Avenue
Kenmore, NY 14217

John Farmelo
Tim Herzog
Tim McMorrow
Ryan McPherson
John Mineo
Kevin Murret
Dave Quackenbush
Roberta Rifkin

Re: Support of the Town of Town of Tonawanda’s Niagara River Greenway
Commission application to enhance the new Tonawanda Trail
Dear Supervisor Emminger,
GObike Buffalo is writing to offer our full support of the Town of Tonawanda’s
Niagara River Greenway Commission application to enhance the new Tonawanda
Trail.

David Smith
Tim Staszak

The recently completed trail has been widely accepted and it has become evident
that improved connectivity for all residents is important. The proposed
enhancements will improve the trail user's experience, improve access to the
surrounding neighborhoods, and improve the aesthetic appearance for users.
By supporting the goal of providing a safe and connected bicycle network for
residents in the Town of Tonawanda, we can collectively leverage bicycle
infrastructure improvements to enhance the community’s livability and economic
vitality.
Sincerely,

Justin Booth
Executive Director
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HANDLEBARS CYCLE COMPANY

685 Englewood Avenue
Tonawanda, New York 14223
T 716-835-0334
F 716-834-0829
contact@handlebarscycleco.com
handlebarscycleco.com

November 4, 2016
James Jones
Town Engineer
Town of Tonawanda Technical Dept.
2919 Delaware Avenue
Kenmore, NY 142317
Dear Jim,
Thank you for the opportunity to allow Handlebars Cycle Company increased involvement within the ongoing
Town of Tonawanda projects, including the Tonawanda Rail Trail as well as the Complete Streets Initiative, we
are extremely excited with all the progress thus far. As you know Handlebars Cycle Company has been serving
the community since 1971, and haven’t experienced such widespread interest in cycling for decades. As the
demands for the cycling community evolve we will always be willing to provide our knowledge, experience and
hard wort to make the Town a better place to live.
We understand the immediate need for bicycle support fixtures such as pump/maintenance stations along with
vending machines for bicycle related products. We are prepared to accept any role needed to maintain and
manage such equipment, including sourcing product and maintaining inventory for the vending component of the
project. Please let us know how we can assist the efforts in other ways as we help build the future of a safer,
friendlier cycling community.
Sincerely yours,

CHRISTOPHER BUSHOVER
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127 Fayette Avenue
Buffalo, NY 14223
December 1, 2015
Mr. Jim Jones
Engineering Department - Room 20
2919 Delaware Avenue
Kenmore, NY 14217
Dear Mr. Jones:
Congratulations to the Town of Tonawanda for making the new rails-to-trails bike path a
reality. Bikers are using it already!
Here is a serious suggestion for the spring of 2016. The town has an opportunity to
seed this freshly opened ground with the kinds of wildflowers and plants that grew in
abundance, right here not so long ago. Not only would casual patches of wild flowering
plants please people traveling the trail, it would also restore a healthy ecosystem .
You would provide a needed way-station for honeybees, Monarch butterflies and other
beneficial types.
We are lucky to have experts in Western New York such as Buffalo Niagara
Riverkeepers (bnriverkeepers.org) who specialize in native plant species and perhaps
have sources for donated seed . You may want to talk to the folks who are planning rain
gardens for the Lincoln Park loop trail for inspiration.
Keep it simple- nature tends to work out the kinks and fill in spaces- barring invasive
species like phragmites and purple loosestrife.
Here's to a beautiful, wholesome bikeway system. Thanks for your enthusiasm.
Sincerely yours,

~/1 ~~~ 1!~

2/

(Mrs.) Lorraine Tesmer
716-837-5214
cc. Brian Rose
Sr. project manager
Erie County
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Cyclists, joggers, d og walke rs can't wait for finished Tonawanda Rails-toTrails project
BY: Joseph Popiolkowski (mailto: jpopiolkowski@buffnews.com)

Publi, hed'

December 15, 2015, 05:08 PM

Updated ' December 15, 2015, 05:08PM

The Tonawanda Rails-to-Trails project isn't com plete or officially open yet, but that hasn't stopped
bicyclists, joggers and dog walkers from flocking to t he new path during recent unseasonably warm
weather.
"To see this come to life is a vision realized for not just myself but for a whole lot of other people in our
community," said Philip L. Haberstro, a Kenmore resident and executive director of the Well ness
Institute of Greater Buffalo. "It's something for all of us to be excited about and proud of."
Managers of the $2.5 million project also said they're hearing good things.
"According to our field staff, they've gotten a lot of positive comments from people adjacent to t he path
and people from wherever who are out using it," said Brian Rose, senior project manager for Erie
County. "I think it's going to be very well received, just by the number of people who are using it while
it's being built."
The first layer of asphalt for the 4-mile trail which cuts a diagonal line across the heart of t he town's
residential core and runs along an old railroad bed has been paved. Much of the concrete work is done
and t rees and landscaping are in the ground.
Work by Northeast Diversification wrapped up for the year on Friday and will resume in t he spring when
the top layer of asphalt is paved and HAWK signals, or high-intensity activated crosswalk beacons, are
installed where t he trail crosses busy Sheridan Drive and Kenmore Avenue.
The site until Friday was still very much a muddy construction zone, active with bulldozers and dump
trucks. There are "Trail Closed" signs posted at entrances.
"We don't shoo people off, we just want people to be aware it is closed," Rose said. "It's still a
construction site."
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Still, the progress has not gone unnot iced by residents eager to make use of what will be the town's
newest recreation spot.
The concept for the trail languished for decades. Haberstro even included t he trail on his platform when
he ran for Town Board - in 1991. Only now, it's nearly done, but not quite yet.
"Folks need to respect the safety issues there," said Haberstro, who "scouted" the trail last month on his
bike, from Center Avenue up to his alma mater, Cardinal O'Hara High School. "It's not quite ready, but
hang in there."
Other residents are coming forward with ideas to enhance the trail.
"Congratulations to the Town of Tonawanda for making the new rails-to-trails bike path a reality,"
Fayette Avenue resident Lorraine Tesmer wrote in a letter to Town Engineer Jim Jones. "Bikers are
using it already!"
Tesmer suggested seeding wildflowers and other native plants along the path to "restore a healthy
ecosystem."
"I thought that was a great idea," J ones said. "We have a little wetland area between Kenmore and
Englewood that we may look for some grants to do wetland enhancements."
Jones also exudes ideas for further enhancing the trail once it opens, including an • Adopt-a-trail"
program in which groups would agree to maintain portions and a program for planting fl owers or trees
in memory of the deceased.
"It's a good foundation, it's a good backbone," he said. "It will evolve into something larger - more
connectivity, more enhancements as time goes on."
Already, the trail connects to the separate North Buffalo Rails-to-Trails project, which is also nearing
completion. Crews are putting t he finishing touches on that trail, which runs from t he LaSalle station
Metro Rail s top on Main Street to Ke nmore Avenue.
"Ha,~ng that

carry through to Tonawanda, that's a great thing," Buffalo Public Works Commissioner
Steven J . Stepnia k said. "It's somet hing I know people are definitely going to be interested in as we
develop these walkable communities. We want to make sure that we're bike-friendly out there. We're
excited about it."
Also, a loop t rail that "~lllink t he town's path to Lincoln Park is in the design stages now and scheduled
for construction next year, Jones said.
Finally, another project will take the rail-trail from its northern terminus at State Street in the City of
Tonawanda north to the Canal way Trail. Construction on that portion could begin as early as 2017, Rose
said.
When all is said and done, bicyclists will be able to ride mostly off-road from t he Erie Canal south to the
Metro Rail station and take the s ubway downtown with their bikes to Canalside.
The frenzy of acth~ ty building multimodal tr.m sportation in the Northtowns comes as the Town of
Tonawanda embarks on a complete streets initiative, which includes a bicycle master plan.
A graduate class in urban planning in the School of Architecture and Planning at the Univers ity at
Buffalo reviewed the town's road network and identified several priorities where bicycle facilities could
be improved.
The class presented its fi nd ings to the town Planning Board on Dec. 2.
Students under Professor llumjoon Kang proposed 7-foot designated bike lanes along Sheridan Drive
from East Park Drive to Belmont Avenue. From Belmont to Niagara Falls Boulevard a 5-foot protected
bike path would go off-road and run parallel to the sidewalk. Their plan would also enhance safety for
bicyclists on Sheridan at key intersections "~th East Park, Belmont and Niagara Falls Boulevard.
"I think it's vel)• cool,• Jones said. "I like the way they interfaced the Sheridan Drive protected bike lanes
into the side path. I thought that was a good treatment."
The class also proposed s-foot bike lanes on Delaware Avenue, designated by green-colored pavement,
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and 4-foot paths on Kenmore Avenue from Military Road to the rail-trail, which crosses Kenmore
Avenue behind the former Budwey's supermarket.
Parker Boulevard, Brighton Road and Sawyer Avenue were also identified as priority candidates for
dedicated bike lanes.
In a survey of ll3 residents, the class found that So percent of respondents would not bike on Sheridan
currently, but 90 percent said they would if protected bike lanes were added.
Also, nearly three-quarters of respondents identified a lack of designated bike lanes as the biggest
obstacle to bicycling in the town.
Jones said the study will help inform future decisions about changes to the major roadways.
"We'll take it and roll it into our complete streets initiative, • Jones said. "We're meeting regularly now
with our complete streets committee. We're hoping to adopt a policy."
Meanwhile, warm weather has allowed rail-trail construction to stay on schedule. "It has helped," Rose
said. "It's allowed them to work this late."
While the trail is closed this winter, town officials arc loo!Ong at the possibility of keeping it open during
future winters for snowshoeing and cross-country s!Oing. They may also add lighting for nighttime use,
like on the North Buffalo side, which features decorative light standards.
"We've always taken the stance that it's going to be a dawn-to-dusk facility just like the rest of our parks,•
Jones said. "That's something we can work on in the future. We don't have to have firm rules right now."
For now, the bicyclists, joggers and dog walkers itching to use the completed trail will have to remain
patient just a little while longer.
"I'm happy with the work that's been done so far," said Rose. "I'm loo!Ong forward to a s uccessful
completion next year and being able to open it to the public, officially. •
When that day comes, Haberstro has one piece of advice:
"Get out and use it, because loo!Ong at it doesn't help you," he said. "It's riding it, bi!Ong it, blading it whatever your pleasure may be. Because of the high level of access and the high level of safety that it
offers the community I think it's going to be a very successful addition to our town."
email : jpopiolkowsiO@buffnews.com

Joseph Popiolkows!O

Copyright 1999- 2015- The Buffalo News copyright-protected material.
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127 Fayette Avenue
Buffalo, NY 14223
May 2, 2016
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Mr. Jim Jones
Engineering Department- Room 20
2919 Delaware Avenue
Kenmore, NY 14217
Dear Mr. Jones:
Spring is arriving along the new rails-to-trails path. So many people turned out to
work during the Earth Day trail cleanup event! There is a lot of community interest.
I hope official interest is sustained for reviving a wholesome, natural setting along the
trai l.
As I mentioned in a previous letter, native plants and wildflowers would not oniy
enhance the "looks" of the trail, lifting the spirits of those who use it, but would
reestablish a vital ecosystem for honeybees, Monarch and other butterflies and birds.
Suburban kids and adults need to have a connection to the natural world in order
to value it. Here is a chance to put nature within sight, smell and yes, touch.
I have recently returned from The Woodlands north of Houston , Texas. this
planned community is filled with bike/walking trails among the trees. Native plants
flourish along with their human inhabitants. Birds sing , frogs croak ... you get the picture.
I am willing to get muddy to aid in this effort.
Sincerely yours,

(Mrs.) Lorraine Tesmer
716-837-5214
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HAWK crosswalk beacons are ready to become operational in the Town of Tonawanda. (Joseph
Popiolkowski{Buffalo News)

HAWK crosswalk beacons are ready t o b ecom e op e r ational in Town of
Tonawanda
BY: Joseph Popjollsowski (mailto:joopiolkowski@buffnews.coml

Publ~hed: June 6. 2016, 10:31 PM

Updated: June 6, 2016,

n :os PM

Advice to motorists in the Town of Tonawanda: Watch out for HAWKs overhead.
Traffic-control devices known as HAWJ<s, or high-intensity activated crosswalk beacons, are set to
become operational this month, allowing pedestrians and bicyclists using the town's new Rails to Trails
path to safely cross Kenmore Avenue and Sheridan Drive.
They will be the first of their kind in the state, according to town officials, who are trying to educate
motorists about what to expect. After much deliberation, the state Department of Transportation decided
that a HAWK beacon would be the best device for Sheridan, a busy seven-lane state road.
"It's been used down in the southern states successfully," said Town Engineer James B. Jones. "This is a
unique s ituation that prompted some critical thinking."
A YouTube video produced for the City of Tempe, Ariz., explaining how a HAWK works was shown
Monday night at the the Town Board's meeting.
The beacon is dark until activated by a pedestrian who pushes a button. The beacon then begins flashing
yellow, telling motorists to prepare to stop, followed by solid yellow, which means motorists must stop.
The beacon turns solid red, allowing pedestrians to cross, then begins to toggle red, which means
motorists may proceed after stopping if the crosswalk is clear. Finally, the HAWK goes dark again.
The video is also on the town website, tonawancla.ny.us fhtto: / {\w.w.tona,van<la.ny.us/jndex.aspx?

~"It's important for the general public to understand how this works," Jones said. "They11 see a red light,
and everybody knows what to do at a red light. But when it's dark, that's a little unique. They're not sure
what to do. There will be a learning curve. But I think it's important to respect the safety of the
pedestrians and the bicyclists. •
The HAWK beacons for the east and west directions of Sheridan are already in place, although they are
covered by black bags. The beacons could be activated in two to three weeks at the earliest, as Erie
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County works with the DOT and the project's contractors on a timeline to get them operational, Jones
said.
There is a sense of urgency, he said, because trail users are already crossing Sheridan and Kenmore, but
without the aid of the devices. The trail isn't officially open yet, but should be complete by the end of the
month, Jones said.
"The public is very eager to use this bike path, and they've been using it ever since the bulldozer put his
blade down and started pushing stone," he said. "They've been watching this project evolve, so they have
a sense of ownership."
In addition, where the trail crosses over Englewood Avenue and Brighton Road, t he marked crosswalks
will be en hanced with pedestrian-activated, solar-powered devices called Rectangular Rapid Flashing
Beacons. The device consists of an LED light, which flashes when activated by a pedestrian and is
intended to alert motorists to yield to those using t he crosswalk.
The Rails to Trails contractor is completing signs, landscaping, crosswalks and signal work, Jones said.
"Be patient," he said to prospective trail users. "Once it's open, it's going to be one of the best things
we've had evolve in the town here. Everyo ne has a great sense about this. We're really looking forward to
it."
email: jpopiolkowski@buffnews.com

Joseph Popiolkowski
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10 interesting things to know about
the new Tonawanda Rails to Trails

The Tonawanda Rails to Trails is a 4-mi/e paved path for recreation and commuting.

By Joseph Popiolkmvski
Updated 11 :24 AM August 11 . 2016

The region 's newest recreation spot will officially open Thursday to all
bicyclists, joggers and anyone else looking for a motor-free workout or
commute.
But the 3.9-mil e Tonawanda Rails to Trail s is much more than a simple 12foot-wide paved asphalt path atop a former railroad bed in the Town and
City ofTonawanda. One town offic ial has called it a "game changer," a
"backbone" and "interstate of bi king"for the connectivity it provides within
the region's larger off-road transportation network.
Here are 10 interesting things to know about the new $2.5 million multi-use
path:

1. The rails carried passenger and freight trains for about 100 years

ADVERTISEMENT
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The 66-foot-wide right of
way last saw train traffic
in the early 1980s and
railroad tracks and ties
were removed in 2003.
But those rails for about a
century carried passenger
and freight traffic
between Buffalo and
Niagara Falls.
A doubleheader train at the Brighton Road
crossing where the tracks paralleled those of
the Erie Railroad. A high-speed service train
line ranfrom 1918 to 1937. Photo courtesy
Tonawanda-Kenmore Historical Society

"The railroad corridor
was operated for both
freight and for passenger
service dating back to the
1880s," according to
historical accounts.

View a photo gallery ofhistorical photos of trains on what's now the
Tonawanda Rails to Trails.
2. Planning for Tonawanda Rails to Trails goes back to 2001

When the ribbon is cut Thursday morning at Kenney Field, it will be the
culmination of at least 15 years of planning.
The Tonawanda Rails-to-Trails was added in 2001 by the county and state
DOT to the region's Transportation Improvement Plan, although the
concept of a multi-use trail on the land goes back many years earlier. The
project was also included on a September 2002 list of projects approved
under the federal Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement
Program with an estimated construction date of2005.
But the plans were put on
hold for years as a series
of obstacles conspired to
derail the project. The
biggest hurdle was
working out a lease with
the NFTA, which wanted
to retain ownership of the
property
for a potential
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After 15 years ofplanning, construction on the light rail extension or
Rails to Trails got underway in 2015. Photo by other public transit. In
John Hickey I Buffalo News
October 2011, the logjam
broke when the NFTA
made an informal
agreement to lease the land for 10 years to the county at no cost. The lease
began July 1, 2014.

3. The trail connects with a City of Tonawanda extension project and
the new North Buffalo Rails-to-Trails
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HAWK signals
at Sheridan Drive
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Feel like heading down to Canalside in downtown Buffalo but don't feel
like driving? Hop on the trail and go south . After crossing Kenmore
Avenue you 're on the new North Buffalo Rails to Trails, which is on the
same right of way and will take you to the Lasalle station Metro Rail stop
on Main Street.
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The shorter North Buffalo trail also has connections to Shoshone Park and
reconnects the University Heights and North Park neighborhoods via
Taunton Place.
Further north, a separate Erie County project will take Tonawanda Rails to
Trails from its current terminus at State Street in the City of Tonawanda to
the Canalway Trail at East Niagara Street.
The 0.85-mile project consists of 0.43 miles of separate paved trail between
State Street and Fillmore Avenue along the NFTA right-of-way, and 0.42
miles on-road on Fillmore to East Niagara. Fillmore will also have
improved sidewalks for pedestrians and there will be "sharrows" so
bicyclists and motorists share the road.
The $1.14 million extension project is in the design phase now, with
construction expected to begin next year.
All these links among trails delights Town of Tonawanda Engineer Jim
Jones. "The projects all came together to really become a growing tree,
which will only branch out," he said.
4. First use of a HAWK signal in the state at Sheridan Drive
A new kind of
traffic signal was
switched on in
June on Sheridan
Drive - one of
the busiest roads
in the county and it's not like
anything
motorists,
The HAWK signal at Sheridan Drive became
operational in June. Photo by John Hickey I Buffalo
News

cyclists or
pedestrians have
ever seen m our
regwn.

This traffic control device can 't be found on any other state road. It doesn't
have a green light. In fact, it has two red lights and is dark until activated.
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It's called a HAWK. That's short for high-intensity activated crosswalk
beacon, and its purpose is to allow users of the new Tonawanda Rails to
Trails path to safely cross the seven lanes of busy Sheridan, which carries
more than 30,000 vehicles daily.
Traffic engineers struggled with how to handle the crossing near the
halfway point in the 4-mile trail before settling on a HAWK as the best
option. There's another HAWK at Kenmore Avenue that is not yet
operational and is part of a Kenmore Avenue reconstruction project.
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5. It's also the first use of a "Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacon" in
WNY

The trail also utilizes a crossing sign called a "Rectangular Rapid Flashing
Beacon" at two places: the Englewood Avenue and Brighton Road
crossmgs.
These are high-visibility yellow signs alerting motorists that there's a
marked crosswalk used by pedestrians and bicyclists. Each sign has solarpowered LED lights that flash in an alternating pattern to catch motorists'
attention and alert them that someone is attempting to cross. The lights are
activated when the trail user pushes a button.
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Motorists by state law must stop if a
trail user is in the marked crosswalk.

6. Crosses Sheridan Drive near the
"holy trinity of calories"
Hungry from burning all those calories
on the trail? You can fuel up at
Sheridan, where the trail passes near
what Town Engineer Jones calls "the
holy trinity of calories." That would be

The "rectangular rapid flashing
beacon" sign at Brighton Road.
Photo courtesy ofJim Jones

three ofthe boulevard 's famous food
establishments: Paula's Donuts, Ted's
Hot Dogs and Anderson's Frozen
Custard.
Town officials also have ideas for
posting directional signs in commercial
areas to let trail users know how far

they are from businesses and to give them an orientation. At Sheridan,
there's also the possibility of adding bike racks, plantings, bike repair
stations, air compressors and water fountains . The town is looking into
sponsorships for those.

7. Part of the town's Complete Streets initiative
The trail is a vital part of the town's Complete Streets initiative. Complete
Streets accommodate all modes of transportation by allowing for sidewalks,
landscaping, parking, bike lanes and motor vehicle traffic. A bicycle master
plan, like the one the City of Buffalo adopted several years ago, is part of
the imitative.
"You have this interstate of multi-modal here, but how do you get to it?"
asked Jones.
A town committee fonned last year has proposed a draft Complete Streets
policy and identified some likely candidates for a makeover. Many are the
town's busiest streets, including Sheridan Drive; Kenmore and Englewood
avenues; Brighton, Eggert and Military roads; and Parker and Colvin
boulevards. Others are smaller residential streets, such as Crosby Avenue in
the Village of Kenmore, that are close to parks, schools and athletic fields.
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ATTACHMENT 7
Photographs and Conceptual Plans
Keyed to Trail Map
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Figure 2 Parker Connection looking west

Figure 1 Parker Connection, crosses NFG ROW

Figure 3 Parker connection looking east
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Figure 5 Chelsea connection looking east

Figure 4 Chelsea Connection, crosses NFG ROW

Figure 6 Chelsea connection looking west
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Figure 8 Glenside connection looking west

Figure 7 Glenside Connection, crosses NFG ROW & over NFG parcel

Figure 9 Glenside connection looking east
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Figure 10 Moulton & Bering Connections, Moulton crosses NFG ROW
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Figure 11 Darlington connection looking east

Figure 12 Moulton connection looking east

Figure 14 Darlington connection looking west
Figure 13 Moulton connection looking west
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Figure 16 Stoneleigh connection looking west

Figure 15 Stoneleigh Connection

Figure 17 Stoneleigh connection looking east
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Figure 18 Highland Connection, crosses NFG ROW
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Figure 20 Highland connection looking west to trail
Figure 19 Highland connection looking west from trail

Figure 21 Highland connection looking east

Figure 22 Highland connection looking east from trail
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Figure 24 Moore connection looking east

Figure 23 Moore & Gettysburg Connections

Figure 25 Moore connection looking west
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Figure 27 Alder connection looking west

Figure 26 Alder Connection

Figure 28 Alder connection looking east
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Figure 30 Twyla connection looking west

Figure 29 Twyla Connection

Figure 31 Twyla connection looking east
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Figure 32 Northwood Connection
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Figure 34 Westland west of trail near 195 Heath
Figure 33 Northwood connection looking east

Figure 35 Northwood connection looking west

Figure 36 Wetland area, east side of trail between Kenmore & Englewood
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Figure 37 Looking south from Aspinwood connection, lawn area between trail and Center
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Figure 38 Bicycle Repair Station

Figure 39 Bicycle Hitch
Figure 41 Bicycle Parts Vending
Figure 40 Real time counter
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Figure 42 Proposed Trail head parking, north side of Sheridan Drive
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Figure 43Wayfinding Totem

Figure 44 Conceptual Public Art Feature
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