
COUNTY OF ERIE

MARK C. POLONCARZ
COUNTY EXECUTIVE

November 14, 2022

Mr. Gregory Stevens, Executive Director
Niagara River Greenway Commission,
2136 West Oakfield Road,
Grand Island, New York 14072

Re: Isle View Park Enhancement Project

Dear Mr. st.fis:~
Enclosed is Erie County's submission of the "Isle View Park Enhancement" project for the
Niagara River Greenway Commission's consultation and review. This application seeks the
Niagara River Greenway Commission's approval and endorsement to help further Erie County's
goal of securing funds to improve the Erie County waterfront and greenway system. We are
confident that you will find this project to be consistent with the goals and principles of the
Niagara River Greenway Plan.

Thank you for your time and consideration with this matter. Please feel free to contact Mark
Rountree, Chief Planner at (716) 858-8008 or mark.rountree@erie,gov should you have any
questions.

Very Truly Yours,

Mark C. Poloncarz, Esq.

Erie County Executive

MCP/nb
ENC
Cc: Daniel R. Castle, AICP

Mark Rountree

RATH BUILDING • 95 FRANKLIN STREET • BUFFALO, N.Y. • 14202 (716) 858-8500 • WWW.ERIE.GOV



Niagara River Greenway Commission 
Consultation and Review Form  

Date of Submittal:   Project Registration Number (office use only): 

Type of Review Required (please check one): 

√Mandatory Consultation for proposals seeking Greenway Funding
☐Voluntary Review and/or Endorsement for proposals not seeking Greenway Funding

PROJECT SPONSOR INFORMATION 

Name: County of Erie, New York 

Mailing Address: 95 Franklin Street, 10th Floor 

State: Buffalo 

Zip Code: 14202 

Federal ID#: 16-6002558

Charities Registration #: N/A 

PROJECT TYPE  (Please check only ONE) 

√Trail Development / Improvement ☐Interpretation / Cultural Monuments

☐Ecosystem / Riparian Habitat Restoration ☐Stewardship

☐Niagara River Greenway Placemaking / Public Access / Wayfinding

FUNDING COMMITTEE 

☐Host Community Standing Committee ☐Ecological Standing Committee

√Buffalo and Erie County Standing Committee ☐State Parks Standing Committee

☐Unsure at this time / N/A

TOTAL AMOUNT REQUESTED  

ADDITIONAL FUNDING FROM OTHER SOURCES 

Source Amount 
Buffalo and Erie County Standing Committee $315,000 (2020) / $33,000 (2019) 
Ralph C. Wilson Jr. Foundation $1,065,068 
NYS Department of State $425,000 
Erie County $1,050,000 

11/15/2022 

$500,000
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PROJECT INFORMATION 

Project Name: Isle View Enhancement Project 

Location (include GPS 
coordinates if possible): 

Isle View Park 

Project Site Address: 796 Niagara Street, Tonawanda 

State: NY 

Zip Code: 14150 

Minor Civil Division(s): Town of Tonawanda, County of Erie 
City of Tonawanda, County of Erie 

County: Erie 

Project Proponent Property 
Interest (own, lease, 
easement or other): 

The Park is owned and operated by the County of Erie. 

A portion of the switchback ramp will be located in the NYS Department of 
Transportation (DOT) right of way. The County will pursue a permanent 
easement or occupancy permit. 

AUTHORIZED OFFICIAL 

Name: Mark Poloncarz 

Title: County Executive 

Business Address: 95 Franklin St, 16th Floor, Buffalo 

State: NY 

Zip Code: 14202 

Work Number: 716-858-8500

Cell Number: N/A 

E-Mail Address: mcp@erie.gov 

PROJECT POINT OF CONTACT 

Name: Mark Rountree 

Title: Chief Planner 

Organization / Firm: Erie County 

Business Address: 95 Franklin Street, 10th Floor, Buffalo 

State: NY 

Zip Code: 14202 

Work Number: 716-858-8008

Cell Number: N/A 
E-Mail Address: Mark.Rountree@erie.gov 



ISLE VIEW ENHANCEMENT PROJECT - PROJECT NARRATIVE 

  
1. In a brief paragraph, describe the project and its purpose, how and when it will be accomplished, and why it 

is important.  

The Isle View Enhancement Project will focus on the renewal and enhancement of connections to the Shoreline 

Trail within Isle View Park. It will implement nearly all of the Isle View Park recommendations of the Erie County 

Parks Master Plan, building on Phase 1 improvements and elevating the Park into a destination along the 

Shoreline Trail. These improvements include:  

- Construction of a switchback ramp or ramp connection between Isle View Park and River Road;  

- Enhancement of gateways at Park entrances;  

- Replacement of dilapidated benches and picnic tables;  

- Landscaping improvements with native plantings, and the removal of dead or dying trees;  

- Installation of swing benches, updating of existing playground, selective asphalt repair, repair of overlooks; 
and 

- Upgrades to park facilities, including the office and maintenance buildings and the former Isle View River 
Dogs building.  

The Project is currently in the design phase and construction is expected to begin in spring of 2023. Phase 1 of 

the Project was completed this year and saw approximately six miles of the Shoreline Trail repaired, repaved, 

and enhanced.  

Isle View Park and the Shoreline Trail are among the most heavily used park-and-trail systems in Western New 
York, and as connecting features of the Niagara River Greenway, they provide an integral public access ribbon 
along the Niagara River. The Park, acquired in 1959, needs revitalization and enhancement to meet current 
usage demands, safety standards, and to enhance the overall user experience. The multi-use trail improves the 
regional quality of life by connecting population centers to employment centers and recreational opportunities. 
The entire project area is adjacent to a NYS Brownfield Opportunity Area (BOA), which contains one of the 
region’s highest concentrations of brownfield and abandoned industrial sites. As the BOA plan emphasizes, 
revitalization and enhancement of this area as a recreational amenity for businesses is critical to the 
redevelopment of River Rd. Recent developments like the Riverview Solar Technology Park, which includes 
businesses such as Amazon, Pine Pharmaceuticals and FedEx, are transforming this former industrial corridor 
into a major employment center with nearly 700 employees. Investment in improvements to Isle View Park will 
aid in the economic revitalization and redevelopment of the River Road industrial corridor by providing an 
important recreational amenity for businesses in the area.  
 

2. Referring to the Niagara River Greenway Plan, clearly document and describe how the proposed project 

will advance the Niagara River Greenway vision including the goals, principles, and criteria that define the 

vision. 

The proposed project is located within the Niagara River Greenway focus area. Per the Niagara River Greenway 
Plan, projects in this area are priorities and “should be elevated.” The Project advances the vision of the 
Niagara River Greenway by complementing most, if not all, of the goals, principles, and criteria defined in the 
Plan, some of which are discussed below. 
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Principles 
 

• Excellence: The Project will improve Isle View Park to meet the world class standards of the Niagara 
River Greenway. The proposed enhancements will enrich both the Isle View Park experience, including 
the Shoreline Trail which bisects the Park.  

• Sustainability: The Project will promote ecological sustainability by incorporating rain gardens with 
native plantings and implementing natural regeneration areas within the Park. The proposed signature 
overlook and switchback ramp or ramp connection will promote economic sustainability by connecting 
to the proposed Mile View Trail, which will provide a direct link from Riverview Solar Technology Park 
to the waterfront, thereby improving the marketability of adjacent former industrial sites. 
Redevelopment of brownfield sites is an important element of smart growth principles and sustainable 
development as the sites are often within developed areas with utilities already in place.  

• Accessibility: All improvements to the Park will be ADA-compliant, including the switchback ramp or 
ramp connection. The switchback ramp or ramp connection will provide a new access point to the Park 
and waterfront. 

• Public Well-Being: As the Plan states, the Greenway was designed to enable access to both active and 
passive recreational opportunities, promoting physical and emotional wellness. The new connection 
will provide a key access point for nearly 700 employees in the adjacent Riverview Solar Technology 
Park to access the waterfront. This Project aims to enhance and revitalize Isle View Park, a popular 
County park that has been a magnet for people since it was first acquired in 1959. 

• Connectivity: The Project will increase connectivity and access between Isle View Park, the adjacent 
River Road corridor, and the proposed Riverwalk Parkway Trail network within the Riverview Solar 
Technology Park.  

• Restoration: This Project will restore Isle View Park to meet the world class standards of the Niagara 
River Greenway. The Project Area is adjacent to multiple brownfield properties along River Road and 
will contribute to their restoration by increasing their marketability and connectivity. 

• Community-Based: The Project enacts nearly all of the Erie County Parks Master Plan’s 
recommendations for Isle View Park. The Plan was vetted by various community groups, organizations, 
agencies, and individual stakeholders by way of focus groups, surveys, and open house information 
sessions. It was produced over a period of three years with extensive public involvement, including six 
public meetings and engagement with over 65 stakeholder groups to understand and address the 
issues within the Erie County Parks system. The Project also includes key recommendations of other 
publicly vetted documents, including the Tonawanda BOA Plan and the Local Waterfront 
Revitalizations Plans (LWRPs) and Comprehensive Plans of the Town and City of Tonawanda. 

 
Goals 
 

• Improve Access: The proposed Project seeks to increase access to and sightlines of the Niagara River 
waterfront, enhancing the recreational opportunities for residents and visitors alike. In particular, a 
new access point, which will be created via the proposed new overlook and switchback trail, will 
provide a new non-vehicular entry point to the Park.  

• Make Connections: Isle View Park is an integral part of the Niagara River Greenway System and 
contains one of the highest used section of the Shoreline Trail. The enhancement and revitalization of 
the Park will increase access to the Niagara River and recreational opportunities along its shore, along 
with a new connection between the Shoreline Trail and the proposed Mile View Trail within the 
Riverview Solar Technology Park. 

• Promote Long-Term Sustainability: The Project is an investment in the existing asset that is Isle View 
Park. The proposed improvements are intended to ensure the long-term viability and world-class 
stature of the Park. The Park’s revitalization will foster redevelopment of nearby brownfield sites, an 
important element of sustainable development. The proposed new connection will enable non-
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vehicular access to areas of employment.  

• Spark Revitalization and Renewal: The proposed project will enhance and revitalize Isle View Park and 
the River Road industrial corridor. The revitalization of these areas will impact a multitude of 
recreation amenities in the Town and City of Tonawanda by improving waterfront access, promoting 
tourism, enhancing quality of life and helping to retain residents. The adjacent underutilized parcels 
will be better connected to the waterfront, increasing the marketability of the sites for new 
development.  

 
Criteria 
 

• Consistency with Greenway Principles: The Project is a segment of the Niagara River Greenway. The 
enhancement and revitalization of Isle View Park helps to advance the principles of the Niagara River 
Greenway Plan. 

• Priority Status: This project meets the “priority status” criteria by improving access to waterfront 
resources and development of an integrated trail and park system. 

• Focus Area: According to the Plan, projects close to the Niagara River and within the municipal 
boundaries of the Greenway should be elevated, as should projects along State-designated trails. The 
Project is improving a County-owned park along a State-recognized recreational trail which follows the 
Niagara River through the Town and City of Tonawanda in Erie County. The Project is within the focus 
area. 

• Implementable: Erie County is prepared to proceed expeditiously. The County has engaged a design 
consultant to prepare plans and specifications, and to obtain any necessary permits and approvals. A 
construction contractor will be engaged following preparation of bid documents. A construction 
manager and inspector will be utilized to ensure that work is completed efficiently and in accordance 
with specifications. All contract work will be publicly solicited and procured in accordance with State 
law. The County will use the same process and personnel that managed Phase 1 of the project; allowing 
it to seamlessly transition to the next phase when appropriate. The management team, which consists 
of personnel from the Erie County Departments of Environment and Planning, Public Works, and Parks, 
Recreation and Forestry, has worked cooperatively for a number of years to implement similar 
projects. 

• Economic Viability: The Park is an Erie County Park, with a dedicated annual funding source that is 
sufficient to handle continued operations and maintenance costs of the park. A component of the 
project, upgrading and reconfiguration of the maintenance facilities at the Park’s eastern end, is 
intended to provide more efficient maintenance operations for County Parks staff in an area that is 
more properly delineated from the public. The Project is also receiving funding from the NYS 
Department of State (DOS), the Ralph C. Wilson Jr. Foundation, and the County’s capital budget. 

• Matching/Leveraging Funds: The County has received funding from the NYS DOS, the Buffalo and Erie 
County Greenway Standing Committee, and the Ralph C. Wilson Jr. Foundation, totaling $1,838,068, 
to finance the Project. The County has $1,050,000 in funds dedicated to the Project. The total amount 
of matching/dedicated funds amounts to $2,888,068. 

• Consideration of Other Planning Efforts: As detailed in question #4 Local Support of Project, this 
project takes into consideration goals, values and visions set forth in many local and regional planning 
documents. This project accomplishes nearly all of the recommendations of the Erie County Parks 
Master Plan, and also implements key recommendations of the Tonawanda BOA Plan, and the LWRPs 
and Comprehensive Plans of the Town and City of Tonawanda.  

• Clear Benefits: Isle View Park and the Shoreline Trail are among the most heavily used park and trail 
systems in Western New York. The Park serves as a major trailhead for the Shoreline Trail, a regional 
system of multi-use trails that spans the metro area and comprises part of the statewide Erie Canalway 
and Empire State Trail networks. As connecting features of the Niagara River Greenway, they provide 
an integral public access ribbon along one of the region’s greatest natural assets, the Niagara River. 
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Having an uninterrupted park and trail system on Niagara River frontage is a luxury given the area’s 
industrial past, which saw much of the waterfront land developed for private industrial use. The multi-
use trail and park have benefited regional quality of life since their construction in the 1980s, by 
providing water-based and water-enhanced recreational opportunities that are connected to 
population and employment centers. The planned improvements would ensure that this regional asset 
continues to meet the needs of the community. Revitalization of the Park would allow it to meet 
current usage demands and safety standards, and would upgrade amenities that are showing their age 
after years of heavy use. The planned new signature scenic overlook and switchback trail is expected 
to provide a popular tourist destination, drawing visitors from outside the area and extending length 
of stay. The new overlook would be located at the same elevation as River Road, which is a component 
of the Great Lakes Seaway Trail, a National and State Scenic Byway. 
 

3. Define the budget for the total proposed project and include costs for the following:  

Planning $450,000 

Construction $1,700,000 

Acquisition $0 

Administration See narrative below 

Operation and Maintenance / Year See narrative below 

TOTAL PROJECT COST $2,502,548.62 
 

The County has received grant funding from the New York State Department of State, the Buffalo and Erie 

County Greenway Standing Committee, and the Ralph C. Wilson Jr. Foundation, totaling $1,838,068 to fund a 

portion of the Project. The County has also reserved $1,050,000 of County funds to finance the Project. The 

total allocation for the Project is $2,888,068. It is anticipated that Project costs will be higher than budgeted for 

in 2019 and will result in a shortfall of funds.  

The Project’s segment of the Shoreline Trail and Isle View Park are both part of the Erie County Parks System. 

Both are maintained and operated by the Erie County Department of Parks, Recreation and Forestry. A portion 

of the switchback ramp will be located in the NYS Department of Transportation (DOT) right of way. The County 

will pursue a permanent easement or occupancy permit. Project administration and management will be 

undertaken by the Erie County Department of Environment and Planning and the Department of Public Works. 

Personnel costs are not included in this grant application.  

4. Describe the measures taken at the local level to gain community and government support for this project 

(hearings, petitions, public surveys, resolutions of support or other methods).  If this project has been cited 

or described in a local planning document or some equivalent thereof, attach copies of that documentation 

highlighting the sections that are relevant to the proposed project.  Describe the role of municipal agencies, 

stakeholder groups, consultants, volunteers or others who will be involved in the proposed project.  

The community and governmental support for the enhancement and revitalization of the Niagara River 
Greenway system, which includes the Erie County’s Isle View Park and Shoreline Trail is well documented within 
the Niagara River Greenway Plan. 

 
In addition to the Niagara River Greenway Plan, this project advances a variety of other local planning 
documents (attachments 1-8): 
 
Erie County Parks Master Plan (attachment 1) 
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• Identifies Isle View Park as a “magnet for people” and being heavily used by “bikers, joggers, 
walkers, rollerbladers and many others” 

• Recommends facilitating public access and views to the waterfront 

• Identifies waterfront parks as “providing relief in the urban fabric” 

• Shoreline Trail is “overall recreational ‘spine’ linking numerous waterfront parks” 

• Recommends strengthening connections between Shoreline Trail and nearby Niagara River parks 
 

Town of Tonawanda Brownfield Opportunity Area (attachment 2) 

• Recommends a MileView Trail Network with connections to the regional trail network, including a 
switchback path connection to the Riverwalk in Isle View Park. 

 
One Region Forward (attachment 3) 

• “Broad values we share” – maintain, improve, expand and connect our parks, trails, greenways, 
waterfronts, recreation areas and open spaces for a wide range of users, environmental protection 
and growth in economy and tourist sector 
 

Town of Tonawanda Comprehensive Plan (attachment 4) 

• Calls for waterfront corridor landscaping, Shoreline Trail improvements, enhanced local waterfront 
access 

• Establishes bicycle and pedestrian trail network as an important asset 

• Identifies as a priority “eliminating gaps in the network and connecting recreational assets” 

• States that trail “would benefit from additional amenities” 

• Notes locations along trail that could offer scenic views of the Niagara River and improve Town 
aesthetics, if updated 
 

Town of Tonawanda LWRP (attachment 5) 

• Recommends passive recreational activities and services with direct waterfront access 

• Notes that due to Town and County efforts along Riverwalk, about half of the Town’s shoreline will 
be accessible for public recreation “at a scale never before possible” 

• States that all new developments within the Waterfront Residential District should be designed to 
allow pedestrian access to and along the shoreline 

• Discusses Town’s increased focus on waterfront recreational and scenic opportunities 

• Calls for redevelopment in Town that “increasingly accommodates recreational use, public access 
to the waterfront and the aesthetic potential of the area” 

 
City of Tonawanda Comprehensive Plan (attachment 6) 

• Recognizes that the City is historically a waterfront community 

• Notes that to capitalize on tourist traffic between the Cities of Buffalo and Niagara Falls, Tonawanda 
“must continue working on the waterfront borders” 

 
 City of Tonawanda LWRP (attachment 7) 

• Lauds waterfront as “among the finest in Western New York” 

• Notes that approximately 70% of City waterfront is developed as public parkland: views from 
Niawanda Park and the Shoreline Trail are “particularly dramatic, although occasionally obstructed 
by overgrown brush and weeds” 

• Identifies protecting and maintaining the level and type of public access to waterfront as a priority 
 
Tonawanda Tomorrow (attachment 8) 
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• Discusses having a “vibrant and accessible waterfront” and “opportunities to celebrate 
Tonawanda’s unique history and identity” as place making principles to guide future development 

• Advocates for the expansion of the Riverwalk by Isle View Park 

• Recommends increasing public access to natural areas around the Shoreline Trail 
 
Erie County anticipates cooperation and coordination between representatives from Erie County Department 

of Environment and Planning; Department of Public Works; Department of Parks, Recreation and Forestry; and 

representatives from planning and engineering in the Town and City of Tonawanda. A letter of support from 

the Town of Tonawanda is included as attachment 9 and the City of Tonawanda letter of support has been 

mailed directly to the Niagara River Greenway Commission.  

5. Describe and document the environmental setting and existing conditions at the proposed project site. If 

you are not the owner of the property include a letter(s) or resolution(s) evidencing support for the project 

by the owner.  Provide photographs, conceptual plans and drawings that show the site as it presently exists 

and how the site will change with the addition of the proposed project. Describe how your project will 

comply with the State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA). The existence of wetlands, significant 

upland and aquatic habitats, and plant or animal species that are classified as rare, threatened, or 

endangered should be noted.  Explain how such natural resources will be protected and/or enhanced.  Cite 

any relevant project-related studies. 

The Project area, Isle View Park, is a County-owned waterfront park located at the foot of a bluff in the Town 

and City of Tonawanda. The Shoreline Trail, a waterfront multi-use trail travels through the Park. Park amenities 

include boat launching ramps, fishing platforms and scenic views of the Niagara River. The Park is adjacent to 

the River Road industrial corridor, but due to a change in grade there is limited connectivity between River Road 

and Isle View Park. Due to the waterfront nature of Isle View Park, there are federal wetlands along the 

shoreline.  

Adjacent to the project area on River Road is Riverview Solar Technology Park, an industrial park with 700+ 

employees and room for expansion. The proposed switchback ramp or ramp connection will improve 

connectivity between Isle View Park and neighboring industry and former brownfield sites along River Road. A 

schedule of improvements, conceptual maps illustrating the general location of the switchback ramp, and 

photographs of existing conditions are included as attachments 10-14. 

Erie County owns and maintains the Shoreline Trail and Isle View Park. A portion of the switchback ramp will be 

located in the NYS Department of Transportation (DOT) right of way. The County will pursue a permanent 

easement or occupancy.   

SEQR will be completed during the design phase of the Project, and Erie County will request Lead Agency 

designation. The Project is expected to be an Unlisted Action. A coordinated review with NYS Department of 

Environmental Conservation, US Army Corps of Engineers, NYSDOS, NYSDOT, and Town and City of Tonawanda 

will occur. 

6. Please attach the proposed project timeline, identify any relevant milestones, and provide an estimated 

date for project completion/opening. If funded, it is expected that the project sponsor or point of contact 

will notify the Commission of the project opening date as it nears completion.  (Note: This addition to the 

application was made September 2018.)  
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Project Timeline1 
Procurement of Design Consultant September 2022 
Design September 2022 – May 2023 
Construction Start     June 2023 
Construction End2 October 2023 
Project Closeout3 May 2024 
  

Relevant Milestones  
Start of Construction June 2023 
25% Construction July 2023 
50% Construction August 2023 
75% Construction  September 2023 
100% Construction  October 2023 

  

Anticipated Permits Required 

• NYS Department of State and Federal Coastal Assessment Forms 

• NYSDEC State Pollutant Discharge Elimination System General Permits (SPDES) 

• NYSDEC Conservation Wetlands Permit 

• NYSDOT Access Easement and Occupancy Permit 

• USACE Wetlands Permit 

• NYSDEC/USACE Joint Permit 
  

1 Please note that dates are dependent on permitting and weather.  
2 Erie County will notify the Commission of the Project opening date. 

3 While construction is expected to end on October 2023, the Project may not be closed out until the following year due 
to requirements that new plantings be subject to ongoing monitoring and replacement if dead or dying. 
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Attachments Index 

1. Erie County Parks Master Plan Excerpt 

2. Town of Tonawanda Brownfield Opportunity Area Excerpt  

3. One Region Forward Excerpt 

4. Town of Tonawanda Comprehensive Plan Excerpt 

5. Town of Tonawanda Local Waterfront Revitalization Program Excerpt 

6. City of Tonawanda Comprehensive Plan Excerpt 

7. City of Tonawanda Local Waterfront Revitalization Program Excerpt 

8. Tonawanda Tomorrow 

9. Town of Tonawanda Letter of Support 

10. Schedule of Improvements 

11. Photos of Existing Conditions 

12. Project Area Map 

13. Isle View Improvements Map 

14. Isle View Switchback Map 

15. Explanation of SEQR 

 



ATTACHMENT 1

ERIE COUNTY PARKS MASTER PLAN EXCERPT



VOLUME 2: PARK SPECIFIC RECOMMENDATIONS -  3.0 WATERFRONT PARKS 

3.1 ISLE VIEW PARK FINAL PLAN

ISLE VIEW PARK
DESCRIPTION

Isle View Park is a magnet for people on a warm summer evening. 
This 39-acre linear County-owned park in the Town of Tonawanda, 
is part of the Shoreline Trail System/Riverwalk and heavily used by 
bikers, joggers, walkers, roller-bladers and many others. A pedestrian 
bridge connects Isle View Park to Niawanda Park and is adjacent 
to the Two-mile Creek Greenway, forming an extensive linear park 
system along the banks of the Niagara River. Park features include 
boat launching ramps, a paved path (part of the ShorelineTrail), 
a large gazebo available for renting, a small playground, and 
numerous passive areas to view the Niagara River. The park 
also features a Tribute Garden, which is a special place of hope, 
healing, and awareness for lives impacted by domestic violence, 
managed by the County’s Commission on the Status of Women. 

PARK AND AREA HISTORY

The park was acquired by the County in 1959, and is located 
on the site of the abandoned Erie Canal and towpath.

LOCAL CONTEXT

This popular linear park is located within the Town of 
Tonawanda, adjacent to the Niagara River. The Shoreline 
Trail travels through Isle View park in a north-south direction, 
linking to Niawanda Park at its northern end. This linear site 
is somewhat isolated from any major residential areas given 
that it is at the foot of a bluff overlooking the Niagara River.

Park Location Map: Isle View Park is located in the Town of Tonawanda 
along the Niagara River

Sunset over the Niagara River

PARK SPECIFIC PRIORITIES

• Maintain and improve Shoreline Trail/
Riverwalk; Provide safe pavement surface,

signage.

• Remove and manage invasive species within
the park, as well as planting native plants and
pollinators to increase and protect birds and
insects.

• Continue to support and coordinate with
‘County Commission on the Status of Women’
in regards to the Tribute Garden. Enhance and
respect the space as a major asset of the park.

38 of 74
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ERIE COUNTY PARKS MASTER PLAN UPDATE 

3.1 ISLE VIEW PARK FINAL PLAN

RECENT PARKS DEPARTMENT PROJECTS / IMPROVEMENTS
The 2012-2017 Capital Improvements within Isle View 
Park totaled $217,399 and included the following projects:

• Construction of Domestic Violence Tribute Garden
• Concession Building – Updates and repairs to plumbing

system.
• Parking lots and drives – Various paving repairs and

reconstruction.
• Maintenance Shop– Replaced roof
• Future Improvement - Grant in place to remove dead dying

ash trees and replace with new trees

CURRENT ISSUES AND PROBLEMS
• Many picnic tables and benches are in disrepair, falling apart,

and in some cases pose safety concerns. 
• Main entrance is in need of updating. Center median is not

maintained and stone columns near the street are missing 
lights.

• ADA access to decks and platforms is a major concern in
many areas of the park. 

• Path needs repaving and restriping. (Grant in place to have
this work done at a later date, also going to be widening the 
trail)

• Cracking and deterioration of asphalt entry at main entrance.
• Overlook areas off of trail are in rough shape; brick pavers

are being displaced or sunken in due to natural effects.
Railings are seeing wear and tear.

• Isle View Riverdogs building is not functional and vacant
• Many areas along the water are starting to become

overgrown with vegetation

Overlook area: Restore/repair pavement

Section of asphalt path missing

Local context map
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ERIE COUNTY PARKS MASTER PLAN UPDATE 

3.1 ISLE VIEW PARK FINAL PLAN

MASTER PLAN RECOMMENDATIONS

Structures: 
• (P: 1.0) Upgrade existing park facilities; renovate and

repair buildings at main entrance as necessary.
Restore Isle View Riverdogs structure to shelter.

 Priority: Medium 
 Partner: In-House

• (C: 7.0)
main entrance of park. Restore and repoint columns as
necessary.

 Priority: Low 
 Partner: Greenway funding/In-House

Isle View Riverdogs: Restore and revert to shelter

Key - (Project Type: Project Number)

partner/user group
C - Capital project
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VOLUME 2: PARK SPECIFIC RECOMMENDATIONS - 3.0 WATERFRONT PARKS 

VOLUME 2FINAL PLAN

Maintenance/Safety:
• (P: 2.0) Continue to support and coordinate with the

County’s Commission on the Status of Women in
regards to the Tribute Garden. Enhance and respect the
space as a major asset of the park.

 Priority: High 
 Partner: County Commission on the Status 

of Women/Greenway funding

• (A: 3.0, C: 2.0-3.0) Replace and repair the many
dilapidated picnic tables and benches scattered
throughout the park.

Place new benches in areas where they have
been previously removed (if the concrete pad 
remains) 

 Priority: High  
 Partner: In-House

• (C: 8.0) Maintain and enhance paved Shoreline Trail/
Riverwalk. Make necessary improvements at all times
to ensure the safety of all types of trail users (i.e. bikers,
joggers, walkers, etc.)

 Priority: High
 Partner: In-House

Shoreline Trail/Riverwalk within the park
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ERIE COUNTY PARKS MASTER PLAN UPDATE 

3.1 ISLE VIEW PARK FINAL PLAN

• Improve ADA access throughout the park wherever is
reasonable and feasible. (2003 Master Plan)

  New renovations like improvements to overlooks
and decks should be ADA accessible with railings 
and ramps where necessary. 

 Priority: Medium 
 Partner: In-House

• (C: 9.0) Resurface asphalt section at east entry and

 Priority: Medium 
 Partner: Contractor

• (A: 4.0) Restore yellow warning stripes near boat launch
area.

 Priority: Medium 
 Partner: Contractor/In-House

• (C: 10.0) Small overlook areas off of trail are in need of
general repairs and updating; leveling of pavers, ramps/
access improvements, railing upgrades, interpretive
signage opportunities, etc.

 Priority: Medium 
 Partner: Greenway funding/Contractor

The trail at Isle View Park is very popular over the summer
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VOLUME 2: PARK SPECIFIC RECOMMENDATIONS - 3.0 WATERFRONT PARKS 

VOLUME 2FINAL PLAN

• (P: 3.0) Long term improvements could include providing
additional (signature) overlooks;

Overlooks could include ‘donor’ pavement areas,
viewing binoculars, and interpretive signage.  

 Priority: Low  
 Partner : Greenway funding/Stakeholders

• (A: 5.0) Maintain and enhance parking islands;
Provide additional plantings (possible rain
gardens)
Replace any damaged curbing

 Priority: Low 
 Partner: In-House

Recreation:
• (A: 2.0) Continue to improve and maintain playground

structures throughout park.

playgrounds annually. 
Replace swings/play equipment as needed due
to wear and tear. 

 Priority: High 
 Partner: In-House 

• (C: 11.0) Place additional new playground equipment
towards south end of park. Equipment can be placed
closer to parking area making it easier for parents with
small children to access play area.

 Priority: Low 
 Partner: Greenway funding/Consultant
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ERIE COUNTY PARKS MASTER PLAN UPDATE 

3.1 ISLE VIEW PARK FINAL PLAN

Signage:
• (C: 1.0) Establish enhanced gateways for the park at the

main entrance and secondary entrance on south side of
park off of River Road.

 Priority: Low 
 Partner: Consultant/In-House

• (P: 4.0) NYSDOT through Great Lakes Scenic Byways

new information support facility to include heritage
related material. Work with NYS Scenic Byways Program
and NYSDOT to coordinate and implement possible
opportunity for park.

 Priority: Low 
 Partner: NYSDOT/Great Lakes Scenic 

Byways

Connectivity:
• (C: 12.0) Design/create possible gateway areas at south

and north end of Shoreline Trail.
This can be a small node with decorative
pavement, landscaping elements, and seating 
areas, etc. 

 Priority: Low  
 Partner: Greenway funding

• (C: 13.0) Long term improvement to consider land
acquisition to the south to expand Isle View Park to the
Grand Island Bridge.

 Priority: Low  
 Partner: Greenway funding

Small playground with swings
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VOLUME 2: PARK SPECIFIC RECOMMENDATIONS - 3.0 WATERFRONT PARKS 

VOLUME 2FINAL PLAN

Environment: 
• (A: 1.0) Improve the tree health of the park, in particular

within maintained areas.
Remove dead, dying or diseased trees.
Prune deadwood from trees.
Routinely monitor the tree population for
indications of pest infestations.
Provide new tree plantings throughout the park.
Develop a multi-pronged approach to tree
planting strategy including contracted work, in-
house staff and volunteer group plantings.
Develop annual tree planting program to restore
tree canopy and improve natural image of the 
park. 
Apply for funding from NYSDEC or partner
with the Erie County Soil and Water District for 
example, for purchase of trees and materials and 
for the tree inventory.

 Priority: High  
 Partner: WNY PRISM/ECSWD/Forestry

Shoreline Trail signage as you enter the Isle View Park

Bridge from Isle View to Niawanda Park
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ERIE COUNTY PARKS MASTER PLAN UPDATE 

3.1 ISLE VIEW PARK FINAL PLAN

• (P: 6.0) Systematically remove most or all of the mature,
non-native, invasive Norway Maple Trees that were
planted in a large portion of the park, and replace with
native trees and shrubs.

 Priority: High
 Partner: NYSDEC, ECSWD

• (A: 6.0) Cut back, remove, and maintain overgrown
vegetation,
shoreline edge to enable better views of the Niagara
River and to ensure environmental stability.

Remove/control non-native invasive species,
including Phragmites. 
Add native low-growth riparian vegetation along
the extent of the shoreline. Engage consultants 
for recommended species and design. 

 Priority: High  
 Partner: Waterkeeper/WNY Prism/In-House

• (P: 7.0) Enhance habitats for both resident and
migratory birds; Park is a Niagara International Bird Area
(Niagara IBA) designation.

Emphasize the plantings of native vegetation
which provides food, cover, and nesting locations 
for birds. 
Seek input and technical expertise from groups
such as the NYSDEC and US Fish and Wildlife 
Service.  

 Priority: High
 Partner: NYSDEC, US Fish and Wildlife 

Service

• (P: 8.0) Provide pollinator friendly plants and pollinator

Bumblebees, Clear-winged moths, and others.
Plant late season nectar sources such as New
England Aster, which would improve late summer/
early fall migrating periods. 
Prioritize protection and enhancement of
sensitive ecological areas; 
Propose appropriate additional native plantings
throughout the park; 

 Priority: High 
 Partner: NYSDEC/Cornell Cooperative 

Extension/ECSWD/In-House

• (P: 5.0) Improve the health of the Niagara River. Work
with Erie County Soil and Water District, NYSDEC,
Buffalo Niagara Waterkeeper, and other local
stakeholder groups.

Focus projects should include river bank
stabilization and erosion control, habitat 
conservation and restoration, stormwater 
management, and contaminant reduction. 

 Priority: Medium 
 Partner: ECSWD, NYSDEC, Waterkeeper

Natural area within the park

Shoreline conditions

Shoreline conditions
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VOLUME 2: PARK SPECIFIC RECOMMENDATIONS - 3.0 WATERFRONT PARKS 

VOLUME 2FINAL PLAN

ISLE VIEW PARK: ACTION ITEMS

KEY:
A: Action Item: Completed at low to no cost by Parks staff  C: Capital Project
P: Assistance or completion of project by potential partner/user group POB: Parks Operating Budget

Project 
Type

Project 
#

Recommendation Implementation Strategies Priority Term
Estimated 

Cost

A 1.0

Increase tree health and tree canopy 
throughout the park. Develop a 
multi-pronged tree planting strategy 
including contracted work, in-house 
staff and volunteer group plantings

Prune and/or remove trees 
if determined to present an 
increased risk to park patrons 
and employees. High Ongoing

In-House, 
Forestry

A 2.0

Continue to improve playground 
safety

Provide or replenish engineered 

annually.
High Ongoing P.O.B.

C 6.0

Provide required accessible parking 
in all parking lots, including signage, 
pavement symbols and aisle 
striping.

Engage a consultant to develop 
plans and a contractor to perform 
construction High 1-2 Years $3,500 

C 8.0

Maintain and enhance paved 
Shoreline (Riverwalk) Trail. Make 
necessary improvements at all times 
to ensure the safety of all types of 
trail users

Provide trail resurfacing, mileage 
markers, restriping, and bicycle 
parking throughout entire 
corridor. Work with Niagara River 
Greenway Commission

High 1-2 Years $20,000 

P 2.0

Enhance and maintain Tribute 
Garden

Continue to support and 
coordinate with the County’s 
Commission on the Status of 
Women High 1-2 Years In-House

P 6.0

Systematically remove most or all 
of the mature, non-native, invasive 
Norway Maple Trees that were 
planted in a large portion of the 
park, and replace with native trees 
and shrubs. 

Coordinate with NYSDEC, ECSWD, 
and County Foresters. 

High 1-2 Years Partner

P 7.0

Enhance habitats for both resident 
and migratory birds; Park is a 
Niagara International Bird Area 
(Niagara IBA) designation.

Seek input and technical 
expertise from groups such as the 
NYSDEC and US Fish and Wildlife 
Service.  

High 1-2 Years Partner

Project 
Type

Project 
#

Recommendation Implementation Strategies Priority Term
Estimated 

Cost
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ERIE COUNTY PARKS MASTER PLAN UPDATE 

3.1 ISLE VIEW PARK FINAL PLAN

ISLE VIEW PARK: ACTION ITEMS

P 8.0

Provide pollinator friendly plants and 
pollinator gardens for the presence 

Bumblebees, Clear-winged moths, 
and others. 

Coordinate with NYSDEC/Cornell 
Cooperative Extension/ECSWD

High 1-2 Years Partner

A 3.0

Repair damaged bench slats 
throughout the park

Utilize parks staff to perform 
repairs

Medium Ongoing P.O.B.

A 4.0

Restore yellow warning stripes near 
boat launch area. 

Utilize parks staff to perform 
repairs Medium 1-2 Years P.O.B.

A 5.0

Maintain and enhance parking 
islands; 
Provide additional plantings 
(possible rain gardens) Replace any 
damaged curbing 

Utilize parks staff and volunteer 
groups to perform repairs and 
enhancements Medium Ongoing P.O.B.

A 6.0

Cut back, remove, and maintain 
overgrown vegetation, especially 

shoreline edge to enable better 
views of the Niagara River and to 
ensure environmental stability.  

Utilize parks staff, usergroups 
and volunteers to perform 
improvements

Medium Ongoing P.O.B.

C 2.0
Replace damaged benches 
throughout park

Engage a contractor to remove 
damaged benches and provide 
new benches

Medium 3-5 Years $4,800 

C 3.0

Replace missing benches 
throughout the park

Engage a contractor to provide 
new benches Medium 3-5 Years $4,800 

C 4.0

Replace damaged gutters and fascia 
on Comfort Station near Gazebo

Engage a contractor to perform 
repairs

Medium 1-2 Years $5,000 

C 9.0

Resurface asphalt section at east 

maintenance building. 

Engage a contractor to perform 
repairs

Medium 1-2 Years $8,000 

Project 
Type

Project 
#

Recommendation Implementation Strategies Priority Term
Estimated 

Cost

49 of 74

germant
Highlight

germant
Highlight

germant
Highlight

germant
Highlight

germant
Highlight



VOLUME 2: PARK SPECIFIC RECOMMENDATIONS - 3.0 WATERFRONT PARKS 

VOLUME 2FINAL PLAN

ISLE VIEW PARK: ACTION ITEMS

KEY:
A: Action Item: Completed at low to no cost by Parks staff  C: Capital Project
P: Assistance or completion of project by potential partner/user group POB: Parks Operating Budget

C 10.0

Small overlook areas off of trail 
are in need of general repairs and 
updating; leveling of pavers, ramps/
access improvements, railing 
upgrades, interpretive signage 
opportunities, etc.  

Engage a contractor to perform 
repairs

Medium 3-5 Years $25,000 

P 1.0

Upgrade existing park facilities; 
renovate and repair buildings 
at main entrance as necessary; 

building 

Revert Isle View Riverdogs 
structure to shelter

Medium 3-5 Years $75,000 

P 5.0

Improve the health of the Niagara 
River

Focus projects should include 
bank stabilization and erosion 
control, habitat conservation 
and restoration, stormwater 
management, and contaminant 
reduction. 

Medium Ongoing
Waterkeeper, 

NYSDEC, 
ECSWD

C 1.0

Establish Enhanced Gateways Engage a consultant to develop 
sign types including copy, 
structure and landscape typology 
for each location.

Low 6-10 Years 17,800

C 5.0

Reconstruct concrete revetment, 
appears to be undermined

Engage a consultant to develop 

a contractor to perform repairs or 
reconstruction Low 6-10 Years $74,000

C 7.0

columns at main entrance of park. 
Restore and repoint columns as 
necessary.  

Engage a contractor to perform 
repairs

Low 1-2 Years $10,000 

Project 
Type

Project 
#

Recommendation Implementation Strategies Priority Term
Estimated 

Cost
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ERIE COUNTY PARKS MASTER PLAN UPDATE 

3.1 ISLE VIEW PARK FINAL PLAN

ISLE VIEW PARK: ACTION ITEMS

Project 
Type

Project 
#

Recommendation Implementation Strategies Priority Term
Estimated 

Cost

C 11.0

Place additional new playground 
equipment towards south end of 
park. Equipment can be placed 
closer to parking area making 
it easier for parents with small 
children to access play area.

Engage a consultant to develop 
plans and a contractor to perform 
construction

Low 6-10 Years $30,000

C 12.0

Design/create possible gateway 
areas at south and north end of 
Shoreline Trail.

This can be a small node with 
decorative pavement, landscaping 
elements, and seating areas, etc. 
Engage a consultant to develop 
plans and a contractor to perform 
construction

Low 6-10 Years $15,000

C 13.0

Long term improvement to consider 
land acquisition to the south to 
expand Isle View Park to the Grand 
Island Bridge. 

Coordinate with landowners and 
partners

Low 6-10 Years NA

P 3.0

Long term improvements could 
include providing additional 
(signature) overlooks;  
Overlooks could include ‘donor’ 
pavement areas, viewing binoculars, 
and interpretive signage.  

Coordinate with Niagara River 
Greenway Commission and other 
potential usergroups/investors

Low 6-10 Years $60,000

P 4.0

Work with NYS Scenic Byways 
Program and NYSDOT to coordinate 
and implement possible opportunity 
for park.  

NYSDOT through Great Lakes 

View Park as a priority location for 
new information support facility to 
include heritage related material. 

Low 6-10 Years Partner
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TONAWANDA OPPORTUNITY AREA NOMINATION PLAN

MILEVIEW TRAIL NETWORK (PROJECT #7)

One of the key statements of the TOA Vision Statement is to reconnect the TOA with

the Niagara River and other sites within the TOA. Therefore the TOA Master Plan

includes a network of trails throughout that weave the development areas to each

other, the Niagara River and the regional trail network. This project includes a

switchback trail near the proposed roundabout at River Road and Riverwalk Parkway

that would connect the Mileview Trail network to the existing Riverwalk multi use

path located at a much lower elevation along the waterfront.

Trails would be an integral part of the alternative transportation network

Illustration of trail system near Riverwalk Parkway including a pedestrian bridge over Rattlesnake Creek
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TONAWANDA OPPORTUNITY AREA NOMINATION PLAN

ADDITIONAL RECOMMEDATIONS

To complement and advance the Tonawanda Opportunity Area Master Plan several

additional actions should be considered to realize the full potential. Additional

recommendations are divided into capital improvements, regulatory changes and

funding actions.

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS

CONVERT RIVER ROAD INTO A TWO LANE ROADWAYWITH A TURNING LANE,

TWO BIKE LANES, A CENTER MEDIAN AND ROUNDABOUTS (Project #14)

If there is one public improvement project that could have the most significant

impact on the TOA it is implementing a River Road diet between the

Grand Island bridge and the City of Tonawanda. Currently the roadway is a four lane

highway with speeds far in excess of its posted speed limit. Crossing the highway on

foot or by a bicycle is dangerous. Businesses along the route have difficulty leaving

their properties, especially those with truck deliveries.

As part of the TOA project, a new roadway design was developed that includes two

driving lanes, a turning lane, two bicycle lanes, and a center median. Traffic

roundabouts would be placed at the intersection of Riverwalk Parkway and the

proposed new Boulevard. Parking lanes would be needed near the intersection of

River Road and the new Boulevard at the Town Center. Additionally, the new

roadway design should address existing stormwater issues near the United Refining

property. Total costs of restriping River Road and installing two roundabouts is

estimated to be approximately $3 million. Installing a raised, landscaped median and

stormwater improvements will add to that cost. Preliminary design and cost

estimates for the project are included in the Appendices.

Cross section of proposed changes to River Road
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TONAWANDA OPPORTUNITY AREA NOMINATION PLAN

Engineered drawing of roundabout at Riverwalk Parkway with switchback path to Isle View Park (top); Plan view showing River Road
median and roundabouts (middle); and visualization with green infrastructure concepts (bottom)
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TONAWANDA OPPORTUNITY AREA NOMINATION PLAN

TRANSPORTATION

A complete analysis of existing transportation systems can be found in Section 3 of

this Plan. In addition, Transportation Plans and Cost Estimates for the proposed River

Road, New Boulevard, and Niagara River World Access projects can be found in

Appendix D. Key findings as they relate to the preferred Master Plan include:

The ease of access to the Interstate Highway system is one of its

greatest assets.

The lack of an internal road network into the heart of the nearly one mile deep

properties found throughout the TOA has prevented development.

River Road/Niagara Street is likely overbuilt given the current AADT rates of

7,000 to 12,000 autos daily.

The preferred Master Plan envisions the following changes to transportation systems

over the full build out timeframe:

Implement a road diet on River Road from the Grand Island bridges to the

boundary with the City of Tonawanda. The new roadway design would

include two driving lanes, a turning lane, two bicycle lanes, a center median,

parking lanes at appropriate locations, and roundabouts at the intersection

of Riverwalk Parkway and the proposed new Boulevard.

Construct a new Boulevard through the interior of the MileView Strategic Area

connecting River Road with Two Mile Creek. The new roadway would include

a landscaped, raised center median, two travel lanes, adjacent multi modal

paths or sidewalks, and roundabouts at major intersections.

Construct an entrance roadway from River Road into the heart of the Niagara

River World development site.

Install the MileView Trail Network with connections to the regional trail

network, including a switchback path connection to Riverwalk in the vicinity

of River Road and Riverwalk Parkway.

Install the Open Space Trail Network and Cherry Farm Trail Network within the

Niagara River World/INS/Cherry Farm Strategic Area with connections to the

regional trail network.

Maintain and upgrade the River Dock at Niagara River World.
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TONAWANDA OPPORTUNITY AREA NOMINATION PLAN

Pedestrian/bicyclist safety

All capital improvement changes to the sidewalk/bicycle network

would require detailed design reports which would consider

pedestrian/bicyclist safety, among other things. Sidewalks, bicycle

lanes, trails, and road crossings would be designed with

pedestrian/bicyclist safety in mind. The Town recently adopted a

Complete Streets Policy which includes a statute that the Town

should create a comprehensive, integrated and connected

network of transportation options for all modes of travel, designed

and operated to enable appropriate and safe access for all users.

PARKS, OPEN SPACE, AND RECREATION

A complete analysis of existing parks, open space, and recreation can be found in

Section 3 of this Plan. In addition, the Cherry Farm Park: Park Development Strategy

can be found in Appendix F. Key findings as they relate to the preferred Master Plan

include:

While there is a county park, non profit park, local playground, and open space

within the Study Area, most are lacking in amenities.

Within the southern portion of the Study Area, the waterfront is inaccessible

to the public as the Riverwalk multi use path is separated from the

waterfront by industrial uses.

Within the northern portion of the Study Area, portions of the waterfront are

accessible to the public, but only if they are accessed from the far north or

south (there is a steep grade change between River Road and the waterfront

with no path connections in the immediate vicinity).

Both the Riverwalk and Two Mile Creek multi use paths are used frequently,

particularly during the summer months.

The preferred Master Plan envisions the following improvements/changes to parks,

open space, and recreation over the full build out timeframe:

The creation of the MileView trail network including a switchback path

connection to Riverwalk in the vicinity of River Road and Riverwalk Parkway

and a connection to the Two Mile Creek multi use trail.
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TONAWANDA OPPORTUNITY AREA NOMINATION PLAN

PROJECT TITLE: MileView Trail Network (#7)

STRATEGIC AREA:MileView

ADDRESS: Throughout the MileView

Strategic Area (Town and City)

DESCRIPTION: The TOA Master Plan

recommends installing a network of trails

throughout the MileView Strategic Area that

weave the development areas to each other,

the Niagara River, and the regional trail

network. The trail network would include a

switchback path leading to Isle View Park and

the existing waterfront multi use trail in the

vicinity of Riverwalk Parkway.

ESTIMATED COST: The trail network would

need to be constructed in phases and a

rough cost estimate is $750,000 $1 million

per mile.

POTENTIAL FUNDING:

NYPA Greenway Funding: No funding limits

or % share stated.

EPF Park Funding: 50 75% funding up to

$500,000.

NYSDOT Transportation Alternatives

Program (TAP): Funding up to 80% for

trail projects, funding limits vary but have

been as high as $5 million.

ESTIMATED TAX REVENUE: This is a public

project and would not generate taxes.
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One Region Forward: A New Way to Plan for Buffalo Niagara22

Build a more competitive, creative, prosperous, broadly 
shared, locally rooted, and sustainable 21st century regional 
economy.

Manage infrastructure strategically, investing in existing 
areas and maintaining, removing, or extending urban 
systems to lower costs, improve efficiency and enhance 
quality of place.

Expand transportation options to improve access to jobs, 
services, and recreation; meet the needs of students, 
seniors, persons with disabilities, and the transit dependent; 
move goods to market; and promote energy efficiency and 
safety.

Repair, renew, redesign and preserve our housing stock 
and to provide healthy, affordable, and efficient choices 
to a changing population in neighborhoods that are great 
places, safe, accessible, well-served and distinctive.

Protect farmland and forests, support farmers, promote 
sustainable farming, encourage urban agriculture, connect 
farms to local markets, foster value-added processing, 
cultivate agri-tourism, and ensure access to healthy, 
affordable, locally-sourced food.

Use less energy, promote green energy through direct 
incentives, technology development and pricing policy, to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions while we prepare to cope 
with the impacts of climate change.

Restore and protect our water, air, soil, wildlife habitat 
and other natural resources to promote a healthy ecology, 
economy and community.

Protect and develop cultural, heritage, and architectural 
resources to preserve community identity, enrich daily life, 
create great places, attract visitors, and build our economy.

Maintain, improve, expand and connect our parks, trails and 
greenways, waterfronts, recreation areas, and open spaces 
for a wide range of users, to protect the environment, 
attract visitors, and grow the economy.

Foster collaboration, coordination, and strong 
implementation, share information widely, educate broadly, 
and plan with a diverse and engaged public including 
not-for-profit and community-based organizations, public 
bodies, and citizens in general.

There is an ongoing public 
conversation in Buffalo 

Niagara about where we want 
to go as a region. The plans 

we have made in the recent 
past, and the tens of thousands 

of citizens who participated in their 
formation, are an important part of that 

conversation. 

As a starting point for One Region Forward, our 
research team collected, read, and analyzed more than 
160 planning documents from the region, its cities 
and towns, its neighborhoods and districts. All of these 
plans contain statements about our vision, values, and 
goals. We’ve added these statements up, sorted them 
into categories, illustrated them in “word clouds” and 
translated them into draft value statements for public 
review in early 2013.

The result of that engagement process, which 
consulted local government leaders, the business 
community, and the public at large, yielded a revised 
set of value statements which are outlined to the right. 

What do 
160+ plans 
tell us about 
our values?

OUR 
VALUES
CONNECT
US

A Good Place to Start:
10 Broad Values We Share

Our
Values

A NEW WAY TO PLAN   |   WHERE ARE WE?
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One Region Forward: A New Way to Plan for Buffalo Niagara 57

We are building a housing surplus.

We’ve 
cleaned up 
631 legacy 
sites over 
the past 
thirty-five 
years.

55,465
We have 

55,000 more 
households 

today than in 
1970…

CHANGE IN NUMBER OF HOUSEHOLDS AND NEW HOMES BUILT, 1970 TO 2010

…but 
we’ve built 
more than 
150,000 new 
homes.

184,956

Source: U.S. Census, 1970, 
1980, 1990, 2000, 2010;  
American Community Survey, 
2012 1-year Estimates.

Sprawling development 
patterns have forced us to 
build more infrastructure…

Source: NYS Dept 
of Environmental 
Conservation, 2014; 
US Environmental 
Protection Agency, 2011.

We’re protecting some 
land and open spaces.

Over

37,000 acres
of land and open space 
are protected in Erie 
and Niagara Counties, 
equating to4% 

Roads Built
Since 1990

In just the past twenty years,

525 miles

ROADS BUILT SINCE 1990

of new roads have been built...

...costing us

$26 million
per year to maintain.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau. (1990; 2010). TIGER/Line Shapefile, 
New York, Roads.
Source: UBRI analysis using data from the U.S. Census Bureau (1990 
and 2010), and the NYS Office of the State Comptroller (2011).iv

FEDERAL AND STATE 
REMEDIATION SITES, 
1978-2013

Source: Erie County Department of Environment & Planning (2012); Ni-
agara County Department of Economic Development (2012); NYS Office 
of Cyber Security (2010); WNY Land Conservancy (2013).v

of our 
land area

Develop a land 
use pattern 
that supports 
what our region 
values.

p 58

Manage the 
cost of public 
services.

p 60

Redesign 
revenue-raising 
structures to 
promote land 
use goals.

p 61

Establish 
mechanisms 
to manage 
brownfields 
and declining 
neighborhoods.

p 62

Promote a 
more compact 
pattern of 
development.

p 63

Protect and 
restore natural 
places and 
farmland.

p 64

Protect and 
restore water 
quality and 
quantity.

p 65

WHAT WE 
COULD DO 
DIFFERENTLY
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One Region Forward: A New Way to Plan for Buffalo Niagara 119

Definition: % of jobs within identified “Main Street” areas, 
downtowns, or Brownfield Opportunity Areas

Source: LODES Census Block Data from OnTheMap (2011); BOA 
Boundaries, Downtowns, “Main Streets” (2012)

Methods: Using GIS, clip the census block data to the shapes 
of “Main Streets”, downtowns, BOAs. Using the calculated job 
density per block and the area of the clipped blocks, estimate 
the number of jobs within these areas and divide by the total 
number of jobs in the region as given by the OnTheMap data. 

Frequency: Measured annually. 2-year lag due to data availability

Are we focusing 
job growth around 
our main streets, 
downtowns and 
former industrial 
areas?

WHERE WE 
ARE TODAY

of all regional 
jobs are in 

downtowns, 
Brownfield 

Opportunity 
Areas, or near 
main streets.  

WHERE WE 
WANT TO GO

26%
We’ll be 
making 

progress if we 
increase the 
share of jobs 
in strategic 
locations.

HOW IT ALIGNS WITH OUR VALUES 
Growing employment 
opportunities in strategic areas 
maximizes revenues and limits 
new costs. 

Definition: % of Open Space (as of 2011) Conserved from 
Development

Source: Parcel Data (Erie Co. DEP, 2012 Niagara Co. DED, 2011); 
WNY Land Conservancy (2013); National Conservation Easement 
Database (2012)

Methods: Calculate the total acreage of parcels that are classified 
as vacant, public open space or conservation areas that lie 
outside of areas classified as developed by land cover data. 
Divide this number by the total acreage of such space ca. 2011 to 
calculate a percentage.

Frequency: Measured annually

Are we conserving 
natural, open spaces?

WHERE WE 
ARE TODAY

square miles 
of open space 
are conserved 

from 
development.

WHERE WE 
WANT TO GO

693
We’ll be 
making 

progress if 
we increase 
the amount 

of conserved 
open space. 

HOW IT ALIGNS WITH OUR VALUES
Protecting open space enhances 
ecosystems vital to a clean and 
healthy environment.

Definition: Linear Miles of Shoreline with Public Access

Source: Parcel Data (Erie Co. DEP, 2012, Niagara Co. DED, 2011); 
US Geological Survey, National Hydrography Dataset (2012)

Methods: Select all publicly-owned parcels by property class 
from parcel data. Extract public lands which intersect any major 
water body. Calculate the length of public shoreline, as well as 
the total length of major shorelines, using GIS software.

Frequency: Measured annually

Are we increasing 
public access to our 
waterfronts?

WHERE WE 
ARE TODAY

linear miles of 
shoreline with 
public access.

WHERE WE 
WANT TO GO

83.5
We’ll be 
making 

progress if we 
increase the 

amount of 
shoreline with 
public access.

HOW IT ALIGNS WITH OUR VALUES
The more accessible our shores 
are, the more opportunity for 
all to enjoy clean waterways.

gattis2
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ATTACHMENT 4

TOWN OF TONAWANDA COMPREHENSIVE PLAN EXCERPT



A portion of the Riverwalk 

through Isle View Park 

Source: Kenwood Studios 

• Signal Coordination - According to the GBNRTC, there are signal

coordination plans for Sheridan Drive and Niagara Falls Boulevard. The

plans are prepared but have not yet been implemented. The project

involves upgrades of signals for pre-empting with a button. Upon

completion of the project, when a button is pressed, the pedestrian phase

will be extended longer (the pedestrian pushbutton will allow for sufficient

time to cross the roadway). After being pressed, the signal will reset itself

to its regular functioning mode. The coordination would be dovetailed with

the intersection signal improvements noted above.

5. Bicycle and Multi-use Facilities

Off-road Multi-use Paths 

The Town has designated off-road multi-use paths in various locations. Map 6 -

Transportation Alternatives and Connectivity Plan depicts existing and proposed 

multi-use paths. 

• The Shoreline Trial (Riverwalk) - The Shoreline Trail is a multi-use trail that

accommodates a range of users (e.g. - bicyclists, runners/walkers and

rollerbladers). Tfiis trail runs through Isle View Park and extends along the

entire waterfront in the Town, generally parallel to River Road, from the City

of Tonawanda to the City of Buffalo. The Shoreline Trail, which is used by a

regional population base, connects Fort Niagara to Chautauqua County,

including to the Erie Canalway Trail, Niagara Falls, and Canalside in the City

of Buffalo.

• Other Waterfront Improvements - The Niagara River Greenway Commission

is encouraging projects along the Town of Tonawanda waterfront as a

means of establishing a "world class" facility for the region. The Greenway

System is a subset of the Shoreline Trail and includes trails between Fort

Niagara and Buffalo's Gallagher Beach. Additional waterfront corridor

landscaping and Shoreline Trail improvements are desired by the Town and

the Commission.

• Two Mile Creek Greenway- The Two Mile Creek Greenway Trail runs

parallel with Two Mile Creek, from its intersection with the Shoreline Trail in

the City of Tonawanda, south to Sheridan Park. Erie County has recently

completed construction of a new connecting route, called the Sherwood

Greenway, which connects Two Mile Creek Greenway Trail at Sheridan and

East Park. The trail continues south through the Praxair property, along

SECTION Ill: INVENTORY OF EXISTING CONDITIONS Page I 92 























ATTACHMENT 5

TOWN OF TONAWANDA LOCAL WATERFRONT REVITALIZATION PROGRAM EXCERPT 



Town of Tonawanda Local Waterfront Revitalization Program 

MAP 1 3: CIRCULATION AND ACCESS 

j 
,--:---.- ·-·--
-� ......... -��---·-

Map 13 - Circulation and Access 

M. Major Recent and Proposed Improvements

Several substantial public and private capital investments have occurred during the past five years which 

represent a major commitment to the future of the Town's waterfront. In addition, plans for future 

investment have been developed which will ensure the long-term stability of several major industries in 

the area. These are summarized below. 

1. Recent Improvements

a. River Road Resurfacing: NYS Department of Transportation -sponsored project consists

of resurfacing and safety improvements to River Road between the Grand Island Bridges

and the City ofTonawanda boundary. The $583,000 project was completed in 1983.

b. South Grand Island Bridge (north span) Reconstruction: NYS Thruway Authority project

consisting of bridge deck reconstruction, repair of supporting piers, and painting. This

$5,100,000 project was completed in 1985.

Section II 22 











































ATTACHMENT 6

CITY OF TONAWANDA COMPREHENSIVE PLAN EXCERPT



C H AP T E R 5

CITY OF TONAWANDA  66 

Near-Term: 1-2 years | Mid-Term: 3-5 years | Long-Term: over 5 years 

Recommendation 
Action 
Type 

Time 
Frame 

Participants & 
Partners 

Status 

ES 5 – Capitalize on trails, streetscapes/
vistas, linear areas of open space and 
waterfront assets that highlight 
environmental features in the City 

Programs Ongoing 

City Parks and 
Recreation (Lead) 
NYSDOS 

ES 6 – Promote and encourage 
continued progress with the 
remediation and appropriate reuse of 
brownfields and former waste site 
properties for economic development 

Policy 
/Administrative Ongoing 

City Engineer (Lead) 
CTLDC 
ECIDA 
NYSDEC 

ES 7 – Utilize green infrastructure to 
manage stormwater runoff and improve 
water quality, wherever possible 

Projects/
Planning Ongoing 

City Engineer (Lead) 
NYSDEC 
Buffalo Niagara 
Waterkeeper 

ES 8 – Promote efforts to improve/ 
increase recycling and reuse, use of 
clean energy systems, and reduce 
carbon emissions 

Policy / 
Planning / 
Administrative 

Ongoing 

COTDPW (Lead) 
City Council/Mayor 
City Engineer 
ECDEP 
NYSERDA 
NYSDEC 

“How We Live” – Our Neighborhoods and Housing 
Goal 3 – Maintain and enhance the quality of neighborhoods and neighborhood centers, and ensure a diverse housing stock that meets the 
needs of all residents  

Recommendation 
Action 
Type 

Time 
Frame 

Participants & Partners Status 

NH 1 – Identify and develop a Vacant 
Properties Registration Ordinance 
(VPRO) and a Landlord Registry (LLR) 
that can help to combat high rates of 
housing vacancy, abandonment and 
issues with code compliance, based on 
the abilities and capacities of the City 

Regulations Near-Term 

Community 
Development Staff (Lead) 
Code Enforcement 
City Council/Mayor 
ECDEP 
NYSDHCR 

NH 2 – Create partnerships between 
residents, stakeholders and City officials 
to increase manpower capacity and 
improve code compliance to address 
housing conditions and quality 

Policy/ 
Administrative Near-Term 

Community 
Development Staff (Lead) 
City Council/Mayor 
City Administrative Asst. 
Code Enforcement 

NH3 – Undertake a program to 
improve sidewalk conditions and plant 
street trees where needed (and pursue 
funding for this effort) 

Projects/
Planning On-going 

City Engineer and Parks 
& Rec (Lead) 
COTDPW 
ECDEP 
City Grants Consultant 
Community Development 
Staff 
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M OVI NG F ORWARD 

2018 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 71 

“How We Move” – Efficient Transportation 

Goal 5 – Ensure a safe and efficient multi-modal transportation system throughout the City  

Recommendation 
Action 
Type 

Time 
Frame 

Participants & Partners Status 

TR 1 – Improve sidewalks and 
crosswalks with safe, pedestrian and 
bicycle-friendly accommodations, 
particularly along Niagara Street 

Projects/
Planning Near-Term 

City Engineer (Lead) 
COTDPW 
NYSDOT 

 

TR 2 – Construct the next phase of the 
multi-use trail, from State Street to East 
Niagara Street, to complete this 
amenity as a regional connection 

Projects/
Planning Near-Term 

City Engineer (Lead) 
City Parks and Recreation 
ECDEP 
GBNRTC 
NYSDOT 
Traffic and Safety Board 

 

TR 3 – Identify locations where on-
street parking could be removed to 
undertake improvements that are more 
pedestrian and bicycle friendly, and 
promote walkability 

Projects/
Planning Mid-Term 

City Engineer (Lead) 
Community Development 
Staff 
COTDPW 
ECDEP 
NYSDOT 
Traffic and Safety Board 

 

TR 4 – Identify areas where “road 
diets” and complete street treatments 
can help to calm traffic and improve 
transportation efficiency and local 
aesthetics, particularly along Young 
Street and Niagara Street 

Projects/
Planning Mid-Term 

City Engineer (Lead) 
COTDPW 
Erie County 
NYSDOT 
GBNRTC 
Traffic and Safety Board 

 

TR 5 – Recognize growing demand by 
providing more opportunities for 
alternative modes of transportation 
(biking, walking and public transit) 

Projects/
Planning Ongoing 

City Engineer (Lead) 
City Parks and Recreation 
Community Development 
Staff 
GBNRTC 
NYSDOT 
NFTA 
Traffic and Safety Board 

 

TR 6 – Focus on creating a multi-modal 
transportation network within the City 
that is coordinated with neighboring 
communities 

Projects/
Planning 

Ongoing 

City Engineer (Lead) 
COTDPW 
Community Development 
Staff 
ECDEP 
GBNRTC 

 

TR 7 – Promote connectivity between 
neighborhoods, commercial areas, 
downtown and the waterfront 

Projects/
Planning 

Ongoing 

Community 
Development Staff (Lead) 
City Engineer 
City Parks and Recreation 

 

Near-Term: 1-2 years | Mid-Term: 3-5 years | Long-Term: over 5 years 
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ATTACHMENT 7

CITY OF TONAWANDA LOCAL WATERFRONT REVITALIZATION PROGRAM EXCERPT



ldentlJled Cateway Areas 

Gateway Harbor ... 

Inventory and Analysis 

- Linking destinations and special places - "Telling the Story"; and

- Heritage tourism and economic revitalization.

To ensure that positive steps are taken toward the achievement of NRGP goals 

and high-priority implementation concepts, the following measures are 

identified for evaluating actions proposed and undertaken to advance the 

Niagara River Greenway Plan: 

- Improved access to waterfront resources;

- Development of an integrated trail and park system;

- Restoration of the Niagara River ecosystem;

- Interpretation and education about the regions cultural, natural and

historic resources; and

- Revitalization of urban centers.

The principles and goals for the NRGP represent the general values for guiding 

greenway planning toward achievement of the vision. The principles and goals 

are centered on promoting high-quality, ecologically sensitive and sustainable 

activities and development. The goals are focused on improving access to the 

Niagara River, making connections between communities and filling gaps in 

the trail system, protecting and restoring environmental systems, celebrating 

the history and heritage of the region, sparking revitalization and renewal, 

promoting long term sustainability and extending the Frederick Law Olmsted 

legacy for future generations. 

One high-priority implementation concept recommends the establishment of 

gateways as entrances into the Greenway and as transitions from one side to 

the other through the Greenway. The Niagara River Greenway Plan identifies 

Niawanda Park as a "Destination Gateway"; the Tonawanda Creek and Erie 

Canal bridges as "Transition Gateways"; and the confluence of Tonawanda 

Creek and Ellicott Creek, the urbanized waterfront and prior revitalization 

efforts that were undertaken to increase activity and provide public open space 

as features that support the "Tonawanda's Gateway Cluster". Additionally, one 

of the mandates of the Niagara River Greenway legislation is to recommend 

how the Greenway can be linked to upland and interior communities in order 

to promote linkages to the River. The Plan recognizes that Tonawanda Creek/ 

Erie Canal and Ellicott Creek are interconnection points that offer 

opportunities for both physical and conceptual linkages between the Greenway 

and the Buffalo Niagara region. 
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ATTACHMENT 8

TONAWANDA TOMORROW EXCERPT



Jobs that embrace 

the future, especially 

renewable energy 

generation. 

A balanced and 

resilient economy 
that isn't over

dependent on one 

or two companies or 
industries. 

Keep our large 

employers in 

Tonawanda while 

growing opportunities 
for small businesses 

and new start-ups. 

Good corporate 
citizens that are 

commited to their 

workers and the 

well-being of the 

community. 

�) 
Guiding Principles

� Economy 
Principles that describe the 
economic sector mix Tonawanda 
wants to see for the future. 

Community Values and Guiding Principles

Guiding Principles

Principles for the types of jobs 
Tonawanda wants to attract and 
the tools and resources needed to 
make it happen. 

Guiding Principles

� Placemaking 
Principles for how Tonawanda should 
invest in its places and infrastructure to 
grow the economy and further enhance 
the Town's quality of life. 

DRAFT FOR PUBLIC REVIEW Tonawanda Tomorrow: Growing the Town's economic future 27 















ATTACHMENT 9

TOWN OF TONAWANDA LETTER OF SUPPORT



“A GREAT PLACE TO LIVE, WORK AND PLAY”

Office of the Supervisor

2919 Delaware Avenue - Room 11

own of
onawanda

Kenmore, New York 14217 (716) 877-8804
Fax: (716) 877-1261

JOSEPH H. EMMINGER

November 4, 2022 

Mr. Gregory D. Stevens  
Niagara River Greenway Commission 
P.O. Box 1132 
Niagara Falls, NY 14305 

Re: Isle View Park Enhancement Project 

Dear Mr. Stevens and Niagara River Greenway Commission Members, 

I would like to express my strong support for Erie County’s Isle View Enhancement Project and associated 
application to the Niagara River Greenway Commission. This grant will allow Erie County to improve Isle View Park 
in the Town of Tonawanda and the City of Tonawanda. 

The Isle View Park Enhancement Project will improve the Niagara River Greenway and is consistent with the 
Niagara River Greenway Plan (2007), including the goals of improving access, making connections, and sparking 
revitalization and renewal. 

The Project advances the Town of Tonawanda 2014 Comprehensive Plan Update, which supports improvements 
and continued upgrades to Isle View Park. The Project also advances the Town of Tonawanda Brownfield 
Opportunity Area Study (2018), which clearly identifies the need for trail connections between Isle View Park and 
upland neighborhoods and businesses. 

It is critical for Erie County to complete the Isle View Park Enhancement Project so that the Park and Shoreline 
Trail can be promoted as a key component of the larger network of bicycle and walking trails throughout the 
region, including the proposed Mile View Trail Network located adjacent to the Project. 
Again, I strongly support this Project and the benefits it will provide to the Town of Tonawanda, the City of 
Tonawanda, Erie County, and the region as a whole by promoting tourism, enhancing quality of life, and 
strengthening our economy.  

Thank you for your time and consideration. Feel free to contact me if you have any questions. 

Respectfully, 

Joseph H. Emminger 
Supervisor  



ATTACHMENT 10

CITY OF TONAWANDA LETTER OF SUPPORT

Please note the City of Tonawanda mailed their 
Letter of Support directly to the Niagara River Greenway Commision. 
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SCHEDULE OF IMPROVEMENTS



Full-Service Capabilities Coupled with Local Expertise 
3556 Lake Shore Road, Suite 500  |  Buffalo, NY 14219 
t: 716.827.8000  |  f: 716.826.7958   nussclarke.com 

SCHEDULE OF UPDATES AT ISLE VIEW PARK 
TOWN OF TONAWANDA, NEW YORK 

19J1-0015 October 2019 

PREPARED FOR: 

Erie County Dept. of Environment & Planning 
95 Franklin Street 

10th Floor, Room 1042 
Buffalo, NY 14202 



-1- Nussbaumer & Clarke, Inc. 
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SCHEDULE OF UPDATES AT ISLE VIEW PARK 
TONAWANDA, NEW YORK 

1. RIVER ROAD SWITCHBACK PATH:

Create a 5-foot wide concrete pedestrian path leading from River Road to Isle View Park.
This ADA compliant path will be illuminated and have handrails for pedestrian safety.

2. OVERLOOK ADJACENT TO ROUNDABOUT:

A 10-foot by 15-foot scenic overlook adjacent to the River Road Switchback Path. This
concrete overlook would be at the same elevation as River Road. Retaining wall would be
constructed of interlocking pre-cast blocks. The overlook would be surrounded by a
handrail with signage and mounted binoculars.



Schedule of Updates at Isle View Park Erie County Dept. of Env. & Planning 

-2- Nussbaumer & Clarke, Inc. 
j:\2019\0015 ecdep shoreline\isle view park update schedule.docx Engineers & Surveyors 

3. TREE REMOVAL:

Dead or nearly dead trees throughout the
park will be identified and removed.

Removed trees will be replaced at a rate of
3:1.

4. BUILDING INTERIOR REMODELING:

The three (3) existing buildings on site will be upgraded to allow for daily usage by
maintenance and park employees.



Schedule of Updates at Isle View Park Erie County Dept. of Env. & Planning 

-3- Nussbaumer & Clarke, Inc. 
j:\2019\0015 ecdep shoreline\isle view park update schedule.docx Engineers & Surveyors 

5. BUILDING EXTERIOR ENHANCEMENTS

6. CONCRETE SLABS FOR PICNIC TABLE:

Create new concrete slabs for the picnic tables that currently don’t have one and a

replacement for some of the existing ones in poor condition.



Schedule of Updates at Isle View Park Erie County Dept. of Env. & Planning 

-4- Nussbaumer & Clarke, Inc. 
j:\2019\0015 ecdep shoreline\isle view park update schedule.docx Engineers & Surveyors 

7. CONCRETE SLAB FOR BENCH:

Create new concrete slabs for the benches that currently don’t have one and a

replacement for some of the existing ones in poor condition.

8. SWINGING BENCHES, BENCHES AND PICNIC TABLES

This item includes repairs and replacement of park benches and picnic tables. Also
included are new swinging benches and installation.



Schedule of Updates at Isle View Park Erie County Dept. of Env. & Planning 

-5- Nussbaumer & Clarke, Inc. 
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9. BOARD WALK DEMO:

Demolition, removal and disposal of the elevated wooden platform located in front of the 

park’s entrance.

10. OVERLOOK REPLACEMENT AT BOARDWALK

Construction of a new concrete overlook at the boardwalk location. A slightly elevated
concrete pad surronded by curbing and handrail will replace the old wooden overlook.



Schedule of Updates at Isle View Park Erie County Dept. of Env. & Planning 

-6- Nussbaumer & Clarke, Inc. 
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11. EXISTING PLAYGROUND IMPROVEMENTS:

The existing playground will be rehabilitated and have new amenities added to it. 

12. NEW PLAYGROUND:

A new playground will be constructed. 0



Schedule of Updates at Isle View Park Erie County Dept. of Env. & Planning 
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13. ENTRANCE IMPROVEMENTS:

Entrance improvements will include new or updated landscaping, new asphalt, and new 

signage.



Schedule of Updates at Isle View Park Erie County Dept. of Env. & Planning 
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14. OVERLOOK 1:
15. OVERLOOK 2:
16. OVERLOOK 3:
17. OVERLOOK 4:
18. OVERLOOK 5:

All the overlooks will have surface and railing improvements. Undermining and erosion 
issues will be mitigated.  



Schedule of Updates at Isle View Park Erie County Dept. of Env. & Planning 
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19. PAVEMENT STRIPING:

New pavement striping will be added to maintenance areas, parking areas, and entrance

area. Striping includes parking stalls, stop bars, directional arrows, etc.

20. BOULDER WALL REPLACEMENT:

The concrete barrier wall that will be demolished will be replaced with a landscaping strip

with landscaping boulders.



Schedule of Updates at Isle View Park Erie County Dept. of Env. & Planning 
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21. WALL DEMO:

Includes the demolition, removal and disposal of the existing barrier wall and some
concrete curbing to make space for the new landscaping strip.

22. GENERAL LANDSCAPING AND INVASIVE

SPECIES CONTROL:

This item includes the construction or
rehabilitation of landscaping near the
maintenance areas and throughout the
park.  It also includes removal/control of
invasive species and regeneration of
these areas with native plant materials,
and selective clearing along the river, to
reclaim vistas and view sheds.



Schedule of Updates at Isle View Park Erie County Dept. of Env. & Planning 
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23. MILL AND OVERLAY:

This item includes the milling and overlaying of 2-inch of asphalt in the maintenance area,

parking area, road parallel to River Road and side trails throughout the park.

24. RAIN GARDEN:

A depressed area in the landscape will collect rain water from surrounding areas and allow
it to soak/percolate into the ground. Planted with grasses and flowering perennials, rain
gardens create a beautiful way to reduce runoff from your property.
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PHOTOS OF EXISTING CONDITIONS



PHOTOGRAPHS OF EXISTING CONDITIONS 

Playground Overlook with erosion issues visible 

 Detail of erosion issues 

Picnic table Overlook 

Detail of erosion issues 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Deteriorating masonry East entrance area 

Vacant Isle View RiverDogs building Parks Department garage 

Boardwalk Parking lot near boat launch 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Potential location of switchback ramp or ramp connection Potential location of switchback ramp or ramp connection 

Potential location of switchback ramp or ramp connection 
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SITE LOCATION AND CONTEXT MAPS
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© MAP PREPARED BY THE ERIE COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF
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PROJECT LOCATION
CITY AND TOWN OF TONAWANDA, ERIE COUNTY, NY

ISLE VIEW ENHANCEMENT PROJECT
0 0.6 1.20.3
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Isle View Enhancement Project Area
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PROJECT LOCATION AND CONTEXT
CITY AND TOWN OF TONAWANDA, ERIE COUNTY, NY

ISLE VIEW ENHANCEMENT PROJECT
0 0.75 1.50.375

Miles

RIVERVIEW SOLAR 
TECHNOLOGY PARK

Proposed MileView Trail

MunicipalitiesShoreline Trail Enhancement Project, Completed 2022

Isle View Enhancement Project Area



ATTACHMENT 14

ISLE VIEW IMPROVEMENTS MAP
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ISLE VIEW PARK
TOWN OF TONAWANDA, ERIE COUNTY, NY

ISLE VIEW ENHANCEMENT PROJECT
PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS

0 1,200 2,400600

Feet

ISLE VIEW PARK

ISLE VIEW PARK

1. River Road Switchback Path
2. Signature Overlook
3. Tree Removal and Replacement*
4. Building Interior Remodeling
5. Building Exterior Enhancements
6. Concrete Slab for Picnic Tables*
7. Concrete Slab for Benches*

8. Swinging Benches, Benches, & Tables*
9. Boardwalk Demo
10. Overlook Replacement at Boardwalk
11. Playground Improvements
12. Entrance Improvements
13. Overlook 1
14. Overlook 2

15. Overlook 3
16. Overlook 4
17. Overlook 5
18. General Landscaping*
19. Rain Gardens*

*Exact locations to be determined
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ISLE VIEW SWITCHBACK RAMP DRAWING
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ISLE VIEW PARK
TOWN OF TONAWANDA, ERIE COUNTY, NY

ISLE VIEW  ENHANCEMENT PROJECT 
PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS

0 150 30075
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ATTACHMENT 16

SEQR COMPLIANCE 

SEQR will be completed during the design phase of the Project, and Erie County will request Lead Agency 

designation. The Project is expected to be an Unlisted Action. A coordinated review with NYS Department 

of Environmental Conservation, US Army Corps of Engineers, NYSDOS, NYSDOT, and Town and City of 

Tonawanda will occur. 
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