
 

 

TIFFT ACCESSIBLE TRAIL 

Niagara River Greenway Commission 

Consistency Consulta on and Review 

 

To Whom it May Concern: 

 

I respec ully submit this applica on on behalf of 
the Buffalo Society of Natural Sciences to request a  
project review from the Niagara River Greenway 
Commission for the final planning and construc on 
of the Ti  Nature Preserve Accessible Trail. 

 

Your considera on and con nued support of 
improvements to Ti  Nature Preserve is greatly 
appreciated. I would be happy to provide any 
addi onal informa on or documenta on you 
believe would be helpful in your assessment. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Marisa Wigglesworth 
President & CEO 
Buffalo Society of Natural Sciences 
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Greenway Proposal DRAFT 
Due 9/21/21 

Project Registration Number (office use only)___________ 

Niagara River Greenway Commission 
Consultation and Review Form 

Type of Review Required:    ____X___ Mandatory Consultation 

_______ Voluntary Review and/or Endorsement 

PROJECT SPONSOR INFORMATION 

Name: Buffalo Society of Natural Sciences________________________________________ 

Mailing Address: 1020 Humboldt Parkway, Buffalo_________________________________ 

State: New York___________________________    Zip Code: 14211___________________ 

Federal ID# 16-600178______________________   Charities Registration # 03-51-04_____ 

PROJECT TYPE 

Check all that apply: _X__ Environmental    _____ Cultural/Heritage    __X__ Land or Water Public Access 

 _____ Cultural               __X__ Trail                           _____ Educational/Interpretive 

 _____Waterfront or Land Based Development     __X__ Signage 

 __X__ Recreational                                                      _____ Other  

Funding Committee  _____ Host Community Standing Committee 
Request:      

  __X__ Buffalo and Erie County Standing Committee 

  _____ Ecological Standing Committee  

  _____ State Parks Standing Committee  

  _____ Unsure at this time 
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PROJECT INFORMATION 
 
Project Name: Tifft Nature Preserve Accessible Trail____________________________________ 
 
Location: Tifft Nature Preserve_______________________________________________________  
 
Site Address: 1200 Fuhrmann Boulevard, Buffalo________________________________________  
 
State: New York___________________________ Zip Code: 14203__________________________  
 
Minor Civil Division(s): City of Buffalo_________________________________________________ 
 
County: Erie____________________________________________________________  
 
Project Proponent Property Interest (own, lease, easement or other): Management agreement with the 
City of Buffalo that gives management authority and responsibility to the Buffalo Society of Natural 
Sciences for Tifft Nature Preserve._________________________________________________________  
 

AUTHORIZED OFFICIAL 
 
Name: Marisa Wigglesworth___________________________ Title: President & CEO____________  
 
Business Address: 1020 Humboldt Parkway, Buffalo_______________________________________  
 
State: New York_______________________________________ Zip Code: 14211_______________ 
 
Telephone Number: 716-896-5200 x332____________ Cell Number: _________________________  
 
Fax Number: 716-897-6723___________________________________________________________  
 
E-Mail Address: mwigglesworth@sciencebuff.org_________________________________________  
 

PROJECT POINT OF CONTACT 
 
Name: Melanie Jaskolka_______________________ Title: Chief Development Officer______________ 
 
Organization/Firm: Buffalo Society of Natural Sciences_______________________________________  
 
Business Address: 1020 Humboldt Parkway, Buffalo_________________________________________ 
 
State: New York_______________________________________ Zip Code: 14211_________________  
 
Telephone Number: 716-896-5200 x314_______________ Cell Number: ________________________ 
 
Fax Number: 716-897-6723_____________________________________________________________  
 
E-Mail Address: mjaskolka@sciencebuff.org________________________________________________  
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PROJECT NARRATIVE 
 
1. In a brief paragraph, describe the project and its purpose, how and when it will be accomplished, 
and why it is important. 
 
The Buffalo Society of Natural Sciences (BSNS) requests funds to transform an existing three-quarter 
mile trail loop at Tifft Nature Preserve into a trail accessible to all visitors. The trail begins at the Herb 
and Jane Darling Environmental Education center (whose recent improvements to update and make 
ADA accessible were in part funded by previous Greenway support) and leads visitors through woods 
and around the Heritage Boardwalk to enjoy the cattail marsh. Currently, the entrance to the Education 
Center is uninviting and the trails are uneven and seasonally wet, making them difficult to impossible for 
visitors with strollers, wheelchairs, or limited mobility to traverse. Navigation is challenging due to 
inconsistent and dated signage in poor condition, there are infrequent rest areas, and the boardwalks 
and trails are narrow. The plans for improvement include concrete walkways leading to the entrance 
and emergency exits of the Education Center, a welcome kiosk at the trailhead, a compacted stone dust 
trail surface, simplified trail intersections, a complete rebuild of the Heritage Boardwalk to make it wider 
with helical pile support, and a viewing platform above the Heritage Boardwalk. The accessible trail 
project is driven by visitor request; one of Tifft prospective and new visitors’ most frequent questions is 
whether the Preserve is wheelchair, walker, and stroller-friendly. As we work to ensure our offerings are 
as inclusive and accessible as possible, the project will position Tifft as a valued quality of life asset for all 
members of the Western New York community. The BSNS conducted a feasibility study in 2020 with 
funds from the Ralph C. Wilson Jr. Legacy Funds for Design and Access furnished by the Community 
Foundation for Greater Buffalo, and the trail described above was identified as the most practical and 
desirable trail to modify.  
 
 
2. Referring to the Niagara River Greenway Plan, clearly document and describe how the proposed 
project will advance the Niagara River Greenway vision including the goals, principles, and criteria 
that define that vision. 
 
The Tifft Nature Preserve Accessible Trail project advances the vision of the Niagara River Greenway and 
aligns with the principles, goals, and criteria of that vision. 
 
Goals – Improve Access, Make Connections, Protect and Restore Environmental Systems, Spark 
Revitalization and Renewal, Promote Long Term Sustainability, Extend the Legacy of Frederick Law 
Olmsted, Celebrate History and Heritage 
 
Improve Access – The grounds of Tifft Nature Preserve are open to the public, at no cost, seven days a 
week during daylight hours and the Education Center is open to the public, at no cost, Wednesday to 
Sunday. By expanding access to the Center and a portion of Tifft’s trails by improving ease of use and 
navigation, more guests will be afforded the ability to take advantage of the Preserve. 
 
Make Connections – As the southern gateway to the Niagara River Greenway, Tifft Nature Preserve 
provides a valuable site to connect area residents and visitors of all ages with the environment and 
natural resources of the Greenway. This project will allow Tifft to further develop these connections and 
expand Tifft’s audience and visitors. It is the vision of the BSNS that visitors to Tifft and participants in 
Tifft’s programs will have a deeper understanding of their place in and connection to the natural world 
and become the environmental stewards of today and tomorrow.  
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Protect and Restore Environmental Systems – Tifft Nature Preserve is a reclaimed brownfield and its 
restoration and transformation into a nature preserve is highlighted within the Education Center and 
through environmental education programming for all audiences. All aspects of this project prioritize the 
environment, using environmentally conscious, natural, and recycled materials where possible to the 
minimal disruption of the landscape. Additionally, this project will include a modest amount of invasive 
species removal and natural landscaping with native plants.  
 
Spark Revitalization and Renewal – Tifft Nature Preserve provides valuable natural and recreational 
amenities that improve the quality of life of area residents, as well as attract tourists and new 
investment to the area. We anticipate that this project will increase attendance at the Preserve as well 
as allow us to offer programs to a wider variety of guests of all abilities. 
 
Promote Long Term Sustainability – Continued investment in the aging infrastructure at Tifft Nature 
Preserve is necessary to maintain this resource for the community. The creation of an accessible trail at 
Tifft will build on recent improvements to the Education Center, made possible, in part, through funding 
from the Buffalo & Erie County Greenway Fund Standing Committee. 
 
Extend the Legacy of Frederick Law Olmsted – Although not an Olmsted park, Tifft Nature Preserve is a 
valued piece of the network of parks and open spaces throughout the City of Buffalo. Tifft has been 
designated as the southern gateway to the Niagara River Greenway, helping to provide a path of green 
space and parks along the Niagara River corridor. 
 
Celebrate History and Heritage – Tifft Nature Preserve has a rich history as a commercial and industrial 
site. How this history and past land use affect the current environment and management of the site will 
be communicated to students and the public through interpretive materials and programs throughout 
the Preserve, including via improved signage. 
 
 
Principles – Excellence, Sustainability, Accessibility, Ecological Integrity, Public Well-Being, 
Connectivity, Restoration, Authenticity, Celebration, Partnerships, Community Based 
 
Excellence/Sustainability – The proposed project will allow for the continuation of over 40 years of 
quality environmental education provided at Tifft Nature Preserve and build upon the over 150 year 
history of research and science education that the Buffalo Society of Natural Sciences provides to the 
community through the Buffalo Museum of Science and Tifft Nature Preserve.  
 
Accessibility – Tifft Nature Preserve trails are accessible daily during daylight hours for public use at no 
cost. The Education Center is open to the public, also at no cost, Wednesday through Sunday. 
Programming is offered seven days a week to a wide variety of audiences such as schools, scouts, and 
families year-round. The Preserve is easily accessed by car from Route 5 and by public transit via NFTA 
bus routes and visitors to the Outer Harbor have easy walking and biking access to the Preserve. One of 
the most common questions staff at Tifft receives regards wheelchair, walker, and stroller access. This 
project will expand usage of the Preserve to visitors of all physical abilities and their families.  
 
Ecological Integrity – All aspects of this project prioritize the environment, using environmentally 
conscious, natural, and recycled materials where possible and special considerations made for minimal 
disruption of the landscape. 
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Public Well-Being – Tifft Nature Preserve provides a location for residents of and visitors to Western 
New York to expand their knowledge and understanding of their environment, as well as a place to relax 
and unwind on a peaceful walk in a natural setting. Similar to other natural spaces, Tifft has experienced 
a higher volume of general visitors – those visiting the Preserve for self-guided exploration and not 
participating in a facilitated program – since March 2020 as individuals and families looked for safe 
places to visit during the pandemic.  
 
Connectivity – This project will help to maintain Tifft Nature Preserve’s position as the southern gateway 
to the Niagara River Greenway, providing public green space on Buffalo’s Outer Harbor and connecting 
South Buffalo to the rest of the Niagara River Greenway.  
 
Restoration – Tifft Nature Preserve is a model for nature’s ability to reclaim itself and the potential for 
turning former brownfields into recreational green space and beneficial habitat for local wildlife. 
Educational displays and interpretation of the onsite restoration of an industrial brownfield are 
highlighted and on display in the Education Center and signage on the trails, keeping Tifft relevant to the 
citizens of Western New York.  
 
Authenticity/Celebration – Tifft Nature Preserve promotes stewardship and preservation of the natural 
resources of the Niagara River Greenway through place-based environmental education and 
interpretation of the rich industrial history of the area and helping to make connections between 
environments of the past and present. 
 
Community Based – Tifft Nature Preserve serves the entire community of the Niagara River Greenway 
including school children, youth groups, community organizations, colleges and universities, families, 
bird watchers, seniors, and nature lovers of all types. This project will make Tifft more accessible to 
Western New Yorkers of all ability levels. 
 
 
Criteria – Consistency with the NRG Principles, Priority Status, Focus Area, Environmental Soundness,  
Implementable, Economic Viability, Availability of Local Sponsors or Partners, Ability to Match or 
Leverage Funds, Consideration of Other Planning Efforts, Clear Benefits 
 
Consistency with the Principles – The Tifft Accessible Trail is consistent with all the principles of the 
Niagara River Greenway and makes significant contributions to Ecological Integrity, Sustainability, and 
Public Well-Being. 
 
Priority Status – This project incorporates several priorities identified in the Niagara River Greenway 
Plan including providing access to waterfront resources, interpretation and education about the region’s 
cultural, natural and historic resources, and revitalization of urban centers. Tifft Nature Preserve is used 
as an example of an ‘Ecological Center’ in the NRG plan. With its location only three miles from 
downtown Buffalo and as the southern gateway to the Niagara River Greenway, Tifft Nature Preserve is 
a strategic location in an ‘Interpretive Center Network’.  
 
Focus Area – Tifft Nature Preserve is within the focus area delineated in the plan and is termed the 
“southern gateway to the Niagara River Greenway” in the NRG plan. 
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Environmental Soundness – All aspects of this project prioritize the environment, using environmentally 
conscious, natural, and recycled materials where possible and special considerations made for minimal 
disruption of the landscape. For example, helical piles were chosen as the support for the new 
boardwalk to minimize introduction of new materials and disruption the marsh. Landscaping and 
plantings will be completed using native species that support local wildlife. 
 
Implementable – The Tifft Accessible Trail is fully implementable and feasible as outlined in this 
proposal. The feasibility study and design, funded by Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. Legacy Funds and conducted by 
Stantec, affirmed and refined the feasibility of the idea and produced a project budget. 
 
Economic Viability – The Accessible Trail will allow the Buffalo Society of Natural Sciences to pursue 
additional uses and revenue sources to maintain and operate the Preserve.  
 
Availability of Local Sponsor or Partners – The Buffalo Society of Natural Sciences has managed and 
operated the City of Buffalo-owned Tifft Nature Preserve since 1982 under a lease/management 
agreement as a high quality educational and environmental resource for the region. The City of Buffalo 
was consulted throughout this project as Tifft property owner and provided helpful feedback and insight 
throughout the process. CHC Learning Center, a frequent visitor to Tifft, was also consulted to better 
understand the needs of visitors of all abilities. The Erie County Office for People with Disabilities visited 
Tifft to review the scope of the project and will continue to be engaged throughout implementation of 
this project. 
 
Ability to Match or Leverage Funds – Funding from Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. Legacy Funds supported the 
feasibility study and initial trail design. Additional funding has been secured from the Montgomery 
Family Foundation for the construction phase and the comprehensive funding strategy for the project 
includes projected additional funding from the Margaret L. Wendt Foundation, the Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. 
Foundation, and the John R. Oishei Foundation. Capital improvements at Tifft have historically been 
supported by a diversified revenue stream, including support from the Buffalo and Erie County 
Greenway Fund Standing Committee.  
 
Considerations of Other Planning Efforts – Improvements to trails and infrastructure at Tifft is 
consistent with, and would help achieve, the vision and goals of many other planning efforts including 
the City of Buffalo Comprehensive Plan, New York State Significant Coastal Fish & Wildlife Habitat, and 
the South Buffalo Brownfield Opportunity Area (BOA) Plan.  
 
Clear Benefits – Clear benefits of this project include expanded access to Tifft Nature Preserve for 
visitors of all physical abilities. 
 
3. Define the budget for the total proposed project and include costs for the following:  
 
Planning  $    50,000_____  
 
Construction  $    1,020,828___  
 
Acquisition  $    N/A________  
 
Administration  $   50,000______  
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Operation and Maintenance / Year $ N/A____________  
 
TOTAL PROJECT COST $    1,120,828_________________  
 
The project cost summary is included in Appendix A, pages 12 - 14. 
 
Identify all sources of funding and the amount of funding expected from each source. Identify and 
quantify funds that are already on hand or have been allocated for the proposed project. Explain how 
the project will be operated and maintained.  
 
Funder     Amount Purpose Status 
Buffalo & Erie County Greenway Fund $500,000 Construction This request 
Montgomery Family Foundation $25,000 Construction Awarded 
Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. Legacy Funds $50,000 Planning, research, and design   Awarded 
Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. Legacy Funds $50,000 Signage  Pending / to be requested 
Community Foundation for Greater $100,000 Construction Pending / to be requested 

Buffalo 21st Century Fund 
Margaret L. Wendt Foundation  TBD  Construction Pending / to be requested 
Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. Foundation  TBD  Construction Pending / to be requested 
The John R. Oishei Foundation  TBD  Construction Pending / to be requested  
 
Once the project is completed, maintenance will be built into Tifft’s annual operating costs. The stone 
dust maintenance plan in Appendix A, pages 15 - 16 was submitted to the City of Buffalo to outline the 
BSNS’ commitment to maintain the trail surface.  
 
 
4. Describe the measures taken at the local level to gain community and government support for this 
project (hearings, petitions, public surveys, resolutions of support or other methods). Describe the role 
of municipal agencies, stakeholder groups, consultants, volunteers or others who will be involved in 
the proposed project. 
 
The Buffalo Society of Natural Sciences operates under a ten-year agreement with the City of Buffalo for 
the care and maintenance of the Tifft Nature Preserve property as a unique nature preserve, 
environmental education center, and recreation area. The City of Buffalo Department of Public Works, 
Division of Parks and Recreation has been engaged throughout the design process to create an 
accessible trail at Tifft and will continue to be involved through implementation. 
 
This project lends itself well to opportunities for collaboration and consultation with outside 
organizations. The Association of Nature Center Administrators network that includes managers and 
directors of preserves throughout North America and the world will be used as a resource, and key 
learnings of constructing an Accessible Trail at Tifft will be shared back with community of leaders. The 
original concept for an Accessible Trail was the result of feedback from visitors from a variety of 
audiences, and that initial feedback was incorporated into the initial designs for the trail. To further 
ensure that the needs of the members of the community that would most benefit from an accessible 
trail at Tifft are met, organizations such as Suburban Adult Services, People Inc., Summit Center, CHC 
Learning Center, UB Center for Inclusive Design and Environmental Access, and Erie County Office for 
People with Disabilities will be invited to give feedback to the plans before they are finalized. 
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The City of Buffalo was consulted throughout this project as Tifft property owner and provided helpful 
feedback and insight throughout the process. The BSNS staff hopes that the City of Buffalo Parks 
Department uses this as an opportunity to consider inclusivity and accessibility when designing upgrades 
at other City-owned parks and properties.  
 
The Accessible Trail project has also been presented to elected officials across the region to garner 
support for this project at all levels of government. The plan has been shared with members of the 
following elected officials’ offices – Congressman Brian Higgins, Senator Tim Kennedy, Assembly 
Majority Leader Crystal Peoples-Stokes, Assemblymember Jonathan Rivera, County Executive Mark 
Poloncarz, Mayor Byron Brown, and City Council President Pro Tempore Christopher Scanlon. 
 
If this project has been cited or described in a local planning document or some equivalent thereof, 
attach copies of that documentation highlighting the sections that are relevant to the proposed 
project. 
 
Tifft Nature Preserve is specifically noted in the Niagara River Greenway Plan as an example of an 
‘Ecological Center’ (pg. 100). With its location only three miles from downtown Buffalo and also 
functioning as the southern gateway to the Niagara River Greenway (pg. 102), Tifft Nature Preserve is a 
strategic location in an ‘Interpretive Center Network’ (pg. 100).  
 
Tifft Nature Preserve is also mentioned and highlighted in the following local and statewide documents:  
 
City of Buffalo Comprehensive Plan – Tifft Nature Preserve is cited as part of the City’s “Green 
Infrastructure” (Fig. 32) and as a “Destination Park” (Fig. 35), a distinction given to only 16 of Buffalo’s 
120 parks. (See Appendix B, pages 30 - 31)  
 
New York State Significant Coastal Fish & Wildlife Habitat – Tifft Nature Preserve is designated by the 
Department of State as a Significant Coastal Fish & Wildlife Habitat with an extremely high significance 
score of 84 points (the highest in Western New York). The rating form also states that the Preserve “…is 
the most heavily used environmental education center in the region.” (See Appendix B, pages 32 -34)  
 
South Buffalo Brownfield Opportunity Area (BOA) Plan – The South Buffalo BOA plan highlights the 
importance of Tifft Nature Preserve as an asset to the region and integral piece of the revitalization of 
South Buffalo. The SBBOA includes the vision for an enhanced interpretive center at Tifft Nature 
Preserve. This document is available upon request. 
 
5. Describe and document the environmental setting and existing conditions at the proposed project 
site. If you are not the owner of the property include a letter(s) or resolution(s) evidencing support for 
the project by the owner. Provide photographs, conceptual plans and drawings that show the site as it 
presently exists and how the site will change with the addition of the proposed project.  
 
Located in South Buffalo, the area was formerly used as a transshipment facility and dump until a group 
of concerned citizens successfully petitioned the City to create a nature preserve on the 264-acre 
property in the early 1970s. Despite the industrial history of the site, this brownfield provides valuable 
wildlife habitat and needed green space within the city limits. Major habitats of Tifft Nature Preserve 
include a 75-acre remnant cattail marsh, woodlands, grasslands, and three ponds. The cattail marsh, 
which is the largest remnant wetland in Erie County, provides nesting habitat for rare marsh birds and 
the woodlands are an important stop-over site for migrating birds. The Buffalo Society of Natural 
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Sciences is committed to protecting the significant natural resources on the Preserve and achieving the 
full potential of Tifft Nature Preserve as a destination for scientific research, environmental education, 
and outdoor recreation in Western New York. An Accessible Trail will increase the BSNS’ capacity to 
achieve this goal by allowing all residents of and visitors to our region to enjoy an experience at Tifft 
regardless of physical ability. 
 
Photographs of the existing trail and boardwalk conditions can be viewed in Appendix A, page 17. As 
depicted in the photos, the trails and boardwalk appear relatively flat and compacted; however, 
someone that relies on the assistance of a mobility device or a family with a stroller will be challenged to 
traverse the trail conditions. The current trails and boardwalk are too narrow to allow for passing other 
visitors, portions of the trail are seasonally wet and soft, and areas to rest are infrequent. The Accessible 
Trail will also act as a top tier hierarchy trail that will allow all visitors to feel comfortable exploring 
nature without concern for navigation.  
 
Concurrent with this project will be evaluation and revamp of the signage across the Preserve to be 
more cohesive and purposeful in messaging and approach. The Accessible Trail budget includes a new 
trailhead kiosk that will be located outside the front entrance of the Darling Environmental Education 
Center and new signage along the extent of the trail. Additional fundraising will take place to cover the 
cost of the Preserve-wide signage planning and implementation. 
 
Current construction plans for the Accessible Trail prepared by Stantec are shown in Appendix A, pages 
19 - 26. Highlights include connecting entrances and emergency exits of the Darling Environmental 
Education Center with concrete walkways, simplified trail intersections, benches consistently along the 
extent of the trail, wider boardwalk with toe kick for wheelchair and stroller safety, and a slightly 
elevated portion of the boardwalk to allow visitors seated in a wheelchair and children the same view of 
the magnificent marsh that other visitors experience.  
 
Tifft Nature Preserve is owned by the City of Buffalo and has been operated by the Buffalo Society of 
Natural Sciences (i.e. Buffalo Museum of Science) under a lease/management agreement since 1982. 
The Society has management authority and responsibility for the property and works collaboratively 
with the City of Buffalo on all aspects of preserve management. This long-standing partnership with the 
City of Buffalo will continue through all aspects of the project including funding, design, construction, 
and maintenance. Although the process thus far has been led by the BSNS, the City has been engaged by 
the BSNS throughout the process. Attached in Appendix B, page 35 is a letter of support from South 
Buffalo District Councilmember Pro Tempore Christopher Scanlon that accompanied the BSNS 
application to the Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. Legacy Funds for Design and Access proposal.  
 
Describe how your project will comply with the State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA). The 
existence of wetlands, significant upland and aquatic habitats, and plant or animal species that are 
classified as rare, threatened, or endangered should be noted. Explain how such natural resources will 
be protected and/or enhanced. Cite any relevant project-related studies. 
 
The proposed timeline and approach are intended to minimize impact to the surrounding habitat and 
wildlife — including beginning construction after nesting season and as plants begin to enter winter 
dormancy. Most of the plants that will be removed during construction are invasive species such as 
European buckthorn. Native seeds and plants will replace these invasive species and be used as low 
maintenance, natural landscaping around the Center entrances and along the trail.  The use of helical 
piles as the support for the boardwalk and boardwalk decking and railing materials were also chosen 
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with the marsh in mind. Helical piles do not require concrete footings, reduce substrate disturbance, 
and have a longer lifespan than wood.  
 
Through the continued planning process, all relevant environmental regulations and permits will be 
identified. A preliminary permitting analysis was completed during the design process and is attached in 
Appendix A, page 27 - 28. The boardwalk and a portion of the trail is within a state-regulated Freshwater 
Wetland, BU-15, and may require an Article 24 Freshwater Wetlands permit. Initial feedback was also 
obtained from the NYS Department of Environmental Conservation regarding the Article 24 permit and 
handling of soil that will be removed to prepare the trail surface. Additional required permits will be 
identified through the NYS SEQRA process. Due to Tifft’s status as Significant Coastal Fish & Wildlife 
Habitat, DOS will complete a coastal consistency review through the joint application process. Tifft has 
an existing soil/fill management plan that will require excavation observation and soil material testing 
and segregation during excavation and the costs associated with testing and proper disposal is included 
in the project budget.  
 
6. Please attach the proposed project timeline, identify any relevant milestones, and provide an 
estimated date for project completion/opening. If funded, it is expected that the project sponsor or 
point of contact will notify the Commission of the project opening date as it nears completion. (Note: 
This addition to the application was made September 2018. All projects submitted for review after the 
November 20th meeting are to include a project timeline.) 
 
The exact timeline of this project will be dependent on securing the necessary funding.  
 
Estimated/preferred timeline for this project is as follows: 
 

 Prepare permitting – December 2021 – February 2022 
 Permitting review – February – July 2022 
 Construction bidding- May – August 2022 
 Construction of trail and boardwalk – September – November 2022 

o Demo & site prep 
o Clear new path 
o Concrete work around Center 
o Lay subbase on entire trail 
o Existing Boardwalk removal 
o Boardwalk Installation 
o Stone dust installation 

 Signage Design and Installation – winter 2022 – spring 2023 
 Planting around Center and trail – spring 2023 
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TIFFT ACCESSIBLE TRAIL

Niagara River Greenway Commission

Consistency Consulta on and Review

APPENDIX A

Project Cost Summary

Stone Dust
Maintenance Plan

Photos of Exis ng
Condi ons

Construc on Plans

Permi ng Analysis
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Condi ons outside Darling Environmental
Educa on Center are uninvi ng and coarse
stone walkways are challenging for wheelchairs,
walkers, and strollers.

Trails at each end of Heritage Boardwalk
are seasonally ooded and so
preven ng easy naviga on by visitors.

Natural obstruc ons occur on the trails such as
roots and rocks that create addi onal challenges
for wheelchairs, walkers, strollers, and visually
impaired guests.

Heritage Boardwalk is just wide enough to
accommodate most wheelchairs, but does not
allow adequate room for another visitor to
pass or the ability to comfortably turn a
wheelchair to face out into the marsh to enjoy
the view.
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The Ti  Accessible Trail project plan includes: 

Concrete walkways to the doors of the Darling Environmental Educa on Center

Welcome kiosk at more prominent loca on (trailhead near the Center entrance)

Widened trails with compacted stone dust trail surface free of obstruc ons

Simplifying trail intersec ons

Complete rebuild of Heritage boardwalk that includes a wider boardwalk with helical pile supports, toe kicks
for mobility aid safety, viewing pla orm ~3 feet above main boardwalk with ramped access, and par ally
shaded bench sea ng

More frequent rest/bench loca ons

Examples of treatments to be used in Ti  Accessible Trail: 
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To: Meghan Dye, Director of Tifft From: Andy Smith, Senior Scientist 
Tifft Nature Preserve 
1200 Fuhrmann Blvd 
Buffalo, NY 14203 

Stantec  
61 Commercial St, Suite 100 
Rochester, NY14614 

File: Mem 002 Tifft Nature Preserve, 
Accessibility Trail - Preliminary 
Permitting Analysis  

Date: December 2, 2019 

Reference:  Tifft Nature Preserve, Accessibility Trail - Preliminary Permitting Analysis 

The proposed Tifft Accessibility Trail requires review and potential permitting from several 
regulatory agencies including: 

US Army Corps of Engineers under the authority of Section 404 of the Clean Water Act for
proposed work activities within wetlands/waters of the US. Section 404 regulates the
discharge of fill in waters/wetlands. It is anticipated that the proposed accessibility trail will
be authorized by Nationwide permit No. 42 for Recreational facilities. Nationwide Permit 42 -
Recreational Facilities, authorizes discharges of dredged or fill material into non-tidal waters
of the United States for the construction or expansion of recreational facilities. Examples of
recreational facilities that may be authorized by this NWP include playing fields (e.g. football
fields, baseball fields), basketball courts, tennis courts, hiking trails, bike paths, golf courses,
ski areas, horse paths, nature centers, and campgrounds (excluding recreational vehicle
parks). This NWP also authorizes the construction or expansion of small support facilities,
such as maintenance and storage buildings and stables that are directly related to the
recreational activity, but it does not authorize the construction of hotels, restaurants,
racetracks, stadiums, arenas, or similar facilities. The discharge must not cause the loss of
greater than 1/2-acre of non-tidal waters of the United States. The discharge must not cause
the loss of more than 300 linear feet of stream bed, unless for intermittent and ephemeral
stream beds the district engineer waives the 300 linear foot limit by making a written
determination concluding that the discharge will result in no more than minimal adverse
environmental effects. The loss of stream bed plus any other losses of jurisdictional
wetlands and waters caused by the NWP activity cannot exceed 1/2-acre. This NWP does
not authorize discharges into non-tidal wetlands adjacent to tidal waters. Notification: The
permittee must submit a pre-construction notification to the district engineer prior to
commencing the activity.

US Fish and Wildlife Service, under the authority of the Endangered Species Act (ESA)
the project will be reviewed as part of the Joint Application process to ensure compliance
with the ESA. Typically, the Army Corps of Engineers will contact the USFWS as part of
their review process to request USFWS review and comment.

NYS Department of Environmental Conservation under the Authority of NYSDEC Article
24 Freshwater Wetland Act. The development of hiking/recreational trails within wetlands
and the regulated 100 ft. wetland adjacent area is exempt from requiring an Article 24 permit
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Meghan Dye, Director of Tifft 
Page 2 of 2  

Reference:  Tifft Nature Preserve, Accessibility Trail - Preliminary Permitting Analysis 
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but will be reviewed in a Joint Application for permit with the Army Corps specifically to 
authorize a Section 401 Water Quality Certification for the proposed activity. 

The NYS Department of State is responsible for reviewing and managing competing
development and uses of waterfront resources. Tifft Nature Preserve falls within the NYS
Coastal Boundaries and is subject to review. General guidance given by NYS DOS is that
any time a federal permit is required (e.g. USACE Section 404), consistency review is likely
required. Practically speaking, additions to buildings, living shoreline work, or extensive
additions or replacement of boardwalks will most likely need to be submitted for Coastal
Consistency Review. Ecological restoration work that is not subject to USACE permits
generally is not subject to this review.

We suggest a pre-application meeting with the regulatory agencies to confirm jurisdiction when a 
concept plan has been developed,   

Stantec Consulting Services Inc. 

Andy Smith   
Senior Scientist 

Phone: 585 413-5279 
Fax: 585 272-1814 
andy.smith@stantec.com 

Attachment: 
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TIFFT ACCESSIBLE TRAIL

Niagara River Greenway Commission

Consistency Consulta on and Review

APPENDIX B

City of Buffalo 
Comprehensive Plan

NYS Significant Coastal 
Fish & Wildlife Habitat

Le ers of Support
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Tifft Nature Preserve Noted in Buffalo's Comprehensive Plan 
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Tifft Nature Preserve Noted in New York State Significant Coastal Fish & Wildlife Habitat  
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Tifft Nature Preserve Noted in New York State Significant Coastal Fish & Wildlife Habitat  
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